
SENATE No. 6.

To the Honorable Frederick Robinson, President of the Senate:

Sir,—I beg leave, through you, to present to the Honorable
Legislature, the enclosed Report on the subject of the Public
Lands in Maine.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

GEO. W. COFFIN,
Land Agent.

Land Office, Jan. 21st, 1843.

<£ommontoralt|) of JHassartmsetts.
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To the Honorable Senate, and the Honorable House of Repre-
sentatives of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

Gentlemen,—The undersigned, Land Agent of the Com-
monwealth, in compliance with the customary usage at the
commencement of the year, asks leave respectfully to Report to
the Legislature for their information, a statement of what has
been done the past year, in relation to the care and management
of this State’s interest in the public lands, situate and lying in
the State of Maine.

In obedience to a resolve, which passed the Legislature on
the 26th day of February last, on the petition of Samuel Cook
and others, the undersigned was authorized “ to cause a road to
be opened and constructed through township B, belonging to
this Commonwealth, in Aroostook county, in the State of Maine,
as prayed for by said petitioners ; Provided, the cost of the same
shall not exceed the sum of six hundred dollars; and such cost
to be defrayed from the proceeds of lands belonging to the Com-
monwealth, to be sold on the line of the said road.” I made a
contract with Thomas J. Hobart to make said road, (he, being
a resident on the banks of the Aroostook river, feels a strong
interest in having the road made in the best manner possible,)
commencing on the south line of half township B, at the place
where the contemplated road strikes said south line, thence con-
tinuing northerly on the line of said road, as surveyed by the
county commissioners for the county of Aroostook, with such
variations as may be found advisable, in order to avoid any
bad hills, or swamps, which may intercept its course. Said
road to be cut out at least four rods in width, and the travel
path to be grubbed at least twelve feet in width, the roots and
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stumps to be removed, the cradle hills to be made smooth, and
the whole road made as good as is possible, within the limits of
the sum of six hundred dollars, economically expended, and
according to the provision contained in said resolve. The
amount of said expenditure, when properly vouched and ascer-
tained, is to be applied to the liquidation of the payments due
this Commonwealth, for the lots settled upon, and in possession
of said Hobart. The road has been commenced, and considera-
ble progress has been made towards its completion, which will
be effected at the opening of the ensuing spring.

Pursuant to a resolve, which passed on the 3d day of March
last, I employed Captain William P. Parrott, to survey into lots
of suitable dimensions, township G of the second range, half
township B in the first range, the south third part of township
number thirteen in the third range, and the north third part of
township number twelve in the fourth range, to be surveyed
into lots of about one mile square, or as nearly so as the nature
of the territory will permit. Where obstructions exist, —by
reason of rivers, lakes, or large bodies of water disconnecting
parts of any of the regular miles square,—directions were
given to increase or diminish the contents of such squares, by
adding the part so disconnected to the next adjoining lot. The
trees to be marked on the external lines of each lot, every fourth
part of a mile, so that the miles square may be divided into
quarters, halves, or three quarter sections, as may be wanted
by the settlers, without the necessity of any further surveys
being made, to define the limits of their several lots. And
where any settlers were found on any of said sections, having
made a permanent location, to run the lines of their lots in such
manner, as best to include their improvements, interfering with
the regular surveys as little as possible.

This work has been ably performed by Captain Parrott, who
is a skilful surveyor and has accomplished the survey in such
manner, accommodating the lines of the settlers’ lots, I believe,
to theirperfect satisfaction, which, J trust, will prove mutually
beneficial to them and to the Commonwealth, and will, I think,
tend much to the inducement of others, to make themselves
farms, and increase the permanent settlement of that part of
the country.
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The several plans and field books of said survey, describing
the quantity, growth and value of each lot, are returned into
the land office, and are placed on the files.

Another resolve passed on the third day of March last, au-
thorized the undersigned to make an exchange of township G,
in the second range, with the State of Maine, for any township
belonging to said state, which may be judged to be equivalent
in value to said township G. This resolve, I presume, was
passed to meet a similar resolve previously passed by the Legis-
lature of the State of Maine. In obedience to said authority,
I have had several interviews with Mr. Bradley, the land agent
of the State of Maine, and have endeavored to negotiate with
him in reference to making the contemplated exchange upon
such terms as appeared to me would be mutually beneficial to
the States; but as yet I have not been able to induce him to
conform to my views, and the subject therefore still remains
open for further consideration.

I have not been able to effect sales of the public lands the
past year, to any considerable extent, several causes having
operated to prevent a disposal of them ; many persons having
purchased lands a few years back, to a considerable amount,
in the expectation, that if they could succeed in making pay-
ment of that portion required to be paid in cash, at the date
of their purchases, all after payments might easily be met from
the proceeds of timber which could be annually sold. They
did not take into consideration, that nearly all the purchasers
of lands had the same object in view, and, if pursued generally,
the market would be overstocked, and that their expectations
would not be realized, and consequently could not meet their
engagements. Prom this cause, a great many instances of
ruinous speculations were made, even when the lands purchased
were fully equal, in quality of soil and quantity of timber, to
their most sanguine expectations. The difficulty attending
money transactions, and the commercial embarrassments which
followed, also operated to prejudice capitalists against embark-
ing in any new engagements. Those who are best acquainted
with the value of timber operations, do not generally possess
the means to continue the lumbering business to advantage,
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unless they can obtain lands at a very reduced rate, —otherwise
they would have purchased more freely. Most of the land in
the State of Maine which is held in severalty by this Common-
wealth, is regarded as principally valuable for agricultural pur-
poses, and in order to be sold to advantage, we must look for
purchasers among those who are to become actual settlers. But
as the retailing in lots of one, two and three hundred acres, is
making very slow progress in the disposal of the public domain,
and is attended with much labor and to little profit, it is con-
sequently of little moment to us. This is not the case as
regards the State of Maine; for every settler placed on the land,
whether by the sale of our land or theirs, is adding greatly to
the wealth of that state; the amount received for the soil is
quite a secondary consideration.

I have endeavored to encourage companies of young men to
take up two, three or four thousand acres in a body, which they
may purchase upon much better terms than by buying single
lots; and besides this, they can divide and subdivide their lots
better to suit their convenience. A company has gone on to
township number four of the fourth range with this view. I
have told them I would endeavor to have that township sur-
veyed into lots the ensuing season.

The other portion of the public lands is held in common and
undivided moieties, with the State of Maine. It seemed to me
that common courtesy required, that the care and management
of the same should be in concert with that state. I have always
consulted, and acted with their agent, in pursuing such course
as we judged to be for mutual benefit; but, at the last session
of the Legislature of Maine, an act was passed “ restricting
their agent from the sale of lands, in any larger quantities than
seven hundred acres in any one lot or section, the same to be
sold at public auction in the month of August annually, giving
at least sixty days’ notice; payment to be made in cash at the
time of sale, and not more than three townships of timber lands
to be sold in any one year.”

Under said restrictions, I do not believe any considerable
quantity of land can advantageously be disposed of, especially
while the payment is required to be made in cash. The law
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must, I think, prove entirely ineffectual in carrying out the
object they probably had in view, which is presumed to be,
that of aiding in the settlement of the country, and preventing
lands from falling into the hands of speculators at low prices.
In my humble opinion, the reverse will be the consequence of
said law, and particularly so at this time, when a large amount
of wild lands is constantly being thrown into the market by the
assignees of bankrupt estates. Perhaps it is as well that we
should withhold the lands from the market, and that no more
should be offered than a healthy state of the market may re-
quire. Yet, if it is thought otherwise by the Legislature, and
it is deemed to be important, that the proceeds should be real-
ized as speedily as possible, that it may be added to the funds
for which they are specially appropriated, it is evident this
can only be accomplished by uniting in the sale with the authori-
ties of the State of Maine; or by taking some measures to
have a further division made, according as is provided in the
sixth article of the Act of Separation passed the 19th. day of
June, 1819,

A considerable quantity of timber was cut from the public
lands last winter, and much money was expected to have been
received from that source before the close of the past year, but
as the sale for lumber the last season was rather dull, much of
it yet remains on hand unpaid for. A sufficient quantity, how-
ever, is placed in our hands to secure the timber share, as soon
as sales can be effected, and in the course of the approaching
spring and summer will unquestionably be paid over.

The late treaty with Great Britain has released from a long
and vexatious embarrassment, a large portion of the territory
of Maine, which has been many years unwarrantably in dis-
pute, and the same is now placed in the uncontrolled posses-
sion of the two States, subject to such instructions, and direc-
tions, as the Legislatures of the States may please to give. If
properly and discreetly managed, it will ultimately afford us
a rich reward. I respectfully recommend, that the several
ranges numbered one to seven, west from the east line of the
State of Maine, should be surveyed, and extended north to the
River Saint John, embracing perhaps a quantity of land, equal
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to the contents of about thirteen full townships'; and also, that
the several lots of land now in possession of the French and
other settlers, on and near the southern hank of said river,
should he surveyed to them, in such manner as will best in-
clude their improvements, and with as little injury to the ad-
joining lands, as the nature of the several cases will admit.
As a portion, of said settlers have been more than six years on
the lots they improve, I understand, by the provisions of said
treaty, they will be entitled to receive a release of their im-
proved possessions, free from any charge. What hearing the
treaty may have upon the interest which this Commonwealth
has in that section of the country, and now removed from any
further molestation from the Provincial authorities, depends
mainly upon the course which is hereafter to be pursued. It
appears to me that it will be for our interest, so far as the lands
held in severalty are concerned, to order an accurate examina-
tion to be made of that region, by persons competent to per-
form such business skilfully; and when the surveys and ex-
plorations are completed, and all the information and know-
ledge of the local advantages, quality of soil, quantity of
timber, and the streams which may facilitate the moving the
timber to market, is satisfactorily ascertained, (which can be
done without any very great expense,) then we shall be pre-
pared to fix a value on each township, or sections of townships,
and have them in the market, ready for sale to any person or
persons who will give us our prices, and comply with our
terms of payment. And if the lands are not readily sold, and
so long as any of them remain unsold, I would recommend
that licenses to cut timber be granted on each township, suffi-
cient to protect it from trespassers, even if such licenses be
continued till the timber is wholly taken away, and then, as
there will no longer he any danger of depredation, from the
fact of there being nothing left to pilfer—the soil may be re-
tained, till its intrinsic worth is better known, and properly
appreciated, then it can readily be sold for agricultural pur-
poses. Heretofore many persons have been wishing to locate
themselves on good farming land, and have looked with a
wishful eye, towards the hanks of the Aroostook and Saint
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John’s Rivers, but have been deterred from approaching that
debatable land, for fear of meeting with trouble from the Pro-
vincial authorities, and driven away by force of arms. But
happily all fear from that source is removed, and many are
now preparing to migrate to that section, which without doubt
is destined soon to fill up with good farmers, where, by proper
industry, and being blessed with a soil, little inferior, if any,
to the best agricultural section of New England, together with
the advantages they will enjoy of having an English, as well
as a home market for all their surplus produce, must and will
have an important bearing, in promoting the settlement, en-
riching its inhabitants, and enhancing the value of the public
domain.

From the first day of January, 1785, the date when the land
office was established, down to the year 1820, when the State
of Maine was separated from this Commonwealth, the number
of acres of lands sold was four millions three hundred and six-
ty-eight thousand nine hundred and seventy, 4,368,970

And during the same period there was granted, for
the endowment of colleges, academies, and for other
purposes, one million seventy-four thousand nine
hundred and twenty-nine acres, 1,074,929

Whole number of acres alienated, 5,443,899

From the year 1820 to Ist January, 1843, the
number of acres sold amount to one million five
hundred and one thousand seven hundred and
twenty-three, 1,501 723

And during the same period, there was granted
to colleges, &c., five hundred and seven thousand
one hundred and fifty-six acres, 507,156

Alienated from 1820 to 1843, 2,008,879

The amount received and paid into the treas-
ury from January, 1785, to the year 1820, $896,281 07

The amount received and paid into the treas-
ury from 1820 to Ist January, 1843, 901,374 66
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The amount received for timber cut on the pub-
lic lands to Ist January, 1843, 86,996 60

Total amount of receipts for land and timber, $1,884,652 93

The amount paid for making sundry township
surveys and explorations, from the year 1823 to
the Ist January, 1843, $28,266 72

Making roads, clearing streams, &c., 50,046 30
Salaries of commissioners and agents, 28,323 85

$106,636 87

Net amount received, exclusive of interest, $1,778,016 06

The quantity of land in the State of Maine belonging to this
Commonwealth, remaining unsold, within the boundaries as
defined by the late treaty, I estimate will not vary materially
from two millions nine hundred thousand acres.

I have the honor herewith to transmit an account of the re-
ceipts and disbursements of the land office the past year.

All which are respectfully submitted.

GEO. W. COFFIN, Land Agent.

Land Office, 21st Jan’y, 1843.

2
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts in Account with Geo. W.
Coffin, Land Agent, ----- f)r

1842
Jan. 20, To Cash paid into the Treasury, per receipt, -

- $489 76
“ 28, To do. do. do. - 1050 00
“ 28, To do. do. do. - 566 40

Feb. 10, To do. do. do. - 1837 98
“ 16, To do. do. do. - 930 81Mar. 21, To Cash paid Edward A. Snelling’s bill for writing

and attendance in the Land Office and Library,
from 10th Dec. 1841, to 10th March, 1842, - 120 00

April 21, To Cash paid William P. Parrott, on account of sur-
veys to be made in lotting- townships 8., range 1,
G. R. 2, No. 13, R. 3, and No. 12, R. 4, - - 300 00

“ 22, To Cash paid expense of journey into Maine, - - 57 02
“ 23, To Cash paid into tire Treasury, per receipt, - - 132 10

June 7, To Cash paid Elijah L. Hamlin one fourth the ex-
pense of making a survey and division of town-
ship No. 6, range 4, ----- - 62 37

“ 30, To Cash paid Samuel Cook’s bill, measuring timber,
&c. ' 230 90

July 6, To Cash paid Z. Ingersoll’s bill of services, - - 15 00
“ 11, To Cash paid advertising public lands in the Bangor

Democrat, - -- -- -- 5 00
“ 13, To Cash paid William Howard’s bill, measuring tim-

ber, 78 87
“ 14, To Cash paid Stover Rines, one half the amount his

services, looking after trespassers, &c. at the Fish
River post, ------- 311 93

“ 16, To Cash paid expense of a journey to Penobscot,
Saint John’s and Aroostook Rivers, - - - 133 56

“ 18, To Cash paid Edward A. Snelling’s bill from the
10th March to 10th June, 1842, - 78 00

“ 27, To Cash paid advertising lands in the Boston Daily
Advertiser, -

- - - - - - : 15 50
Sept. 17, To Cash paid Edward A. Snelling’s bill to 10th Sept. 78 00
Oct. 7, To Cash paid Zebulon Ingersoll for services, -

- 50 00
“ 11, To Cash paid Z. Ingersoll’s bill for services, - - 130 52
“ 18, To Cash paid expense of journey to Penobscot, &c. i 84 65
“ 22, To Cash paid William P. Parrott on account, his bill

for surveying, -------| 465 00
Nov. .18, To Cash paid into the Treasury, per receipt, - - 199 61
“ 19, To do. do. do. - - - 4616 91

Dec. 19, To sundry notes into the Treasury, per receipt, - ; 17,664 00
“ 19, To Cash paid Edward A. Snelling to the 10th inst. j 78 00
“ 29, To Cash paid into the Treasury, per receipt, -

- 1 2000 00
“ 31, To Cash paid Postage for the year 1842, - - j 544
“ 31, To services as Land Agent one year, -

-
- j 1200 00
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1843
Jan. 13, To Cash paid into the Treasury, per receipt, - - $7lB 28
“ 17, To Cash paid William P. Parrott, balance for survey-

ing, -------- 401 50
“ 18, To Cash paid into the Treasury, per receipt, - - 1791 15

$35,897 56
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts in Account with Geo. W.
Coffin, Land Agent,

-----Qr

1842
Oct. 7, By Cash received, advanced on licenses to cut timber

“ to tt
°n Public lands - -----#550 0012, By Cash received do. do. -----250 qq“ 18, By amount sales to John W. Veazie, for a Townshipof land, number 14 of the sixth range, 22,080acres, - -- -- --

- qq 080 00Nov. 26, By Cash received of James P. Vance, for the com-
mutation of settling duties on the grant to Am-
herst Academy, ------ 427 qqDec. 31, By amount received of sundry persons for timber cut
on the public lands, ------12,700 56

. #35,897 56

Land Office, 21st Jan. 1843.

GEO. W. COFFIN, Land Agent.


