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To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable the Council
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts :

The Inspectors of the State Prison respectfully submit their
Annual

REPORT:

During the past year they have not discovered any violations
of law, or omission of duty, by any of the officers of the prison ;

on the contrary, they commend their fidelity and devotion to
duty, which is manifested in the health, industry and good
conduct of the prisoners, who have been diligently instructed
in morality and religion, and treated with becoming respect and
humanity.

The inspectors particularly notice the vigilant and judicious
economy of the warden, which has kept the expenses of the
institution within its income, during a period in which all kinds
of mechanical business have been depressed, and the profits of
labor have been smaller than for many years past; and this
has been done without curtailing the comforts or increasing the
tasks of the prisoners.

The prison has lately sustained a severe pecuniary loss, (the
exact amount of which cannot at present be ascertained,) by
the failure of the Phoenix Bank in Charlestown. The funds
of the prison have, for several years, been kept in this bank,
which, from its locality, was a very convenient place of de-
posit, and which was considered, by the public generally, as
well as by the warden, to be as safe as any other bank in the
Commonwealth.
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The inspectors beg leave to refer to the accompanying re-
ports of the warden and chaplain, for a full statement of all
the concerns of the prison during the past year.

The inspectors presented a memorial to the last General Court,
representing that there were several idiots and lunatics within
the prison, for whose removal there was by law no existing
provision, and praying that the prison might be relieved from
the charge of them. No law was passed on the subject, and
the inspectors think it their duty to submit the case to the no-
tice of the Governor and Council.

Deranged persons and idiots are sometimes committed by
courts, who are undoubtedly ignorant of their actual condition;
and occasionally convicts are deprived of their reason during
their residence here. The prison affords no means of relieving
these unhappy prisoners: as they cannot safely be employed in
labor, and are not the subjects of discipline, they are necessa-
rily confined in solitude, which generally aggravates the dis-
ease.

Other institutions have been established, and munificently
endowed by the public, for the relief and cure of insanity, which
are constantly mitigating or removing this greatest of human
calamities, while in this prison no kind regard is extended to
those who are entitled to it equally with the patients of the
lunatic asylums. In this prison the insane are forgotten by the
public, and sequestered from the humanity of their friends and
kindred, and doomed to spend years in hopeless misery.

The warden has, for two or three years past, dispensed with
corporal punishment (except in very rare instances), and en-
deavored to preserve the discipline of the prison by mild coer-
cion and by a kind regard to the feelings and comfort of the
convicts. This has had, generally, the desired effect, to make
them healthy, contented and obedient. Yet all remedies occa-
sionally lose their efficacy, and new modes of coercion, and
other inducements to right conduct, must be resorted to.

The prospect of ultimate deliverance is the prevailing idea
in the mind of every prisoner; and the hope that its accom-
plishment may be accelerated, is his strongest inducement to
good behavior. The interposition of executive clemency is not
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expected without some special merit, and is too rarely exer-
cised to be generally hoped for by the convicts. The warden
has suggested that a reward and encouragement to good con-
duct might, with great eifect, be offered to all the prisoners, by
giving to him, with the approbation of the inspectors, the power
of abridging the time of imprisonment, by remitting one or two
days in each month of the term of sentence, provided the con-
duct of the prisoners entitles them to favor.

The inspectors believe that such a power, properly limited
and judiciously exercised, would be beneficial to the institu-
tion ; and they respectfully recommend the subject to the con-
sideration of the Governor and Council.

WILLIAM MINOT,
SAMUEL GREELE,
BRADFORD SUMNER.

Inspectors Mass. State Prison

State Prison, Sept. 30th, 1842,
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To His Excellency John Davis, Governor of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, and the Honorable Council:

The Warden of the State Prison respectfully submits the
following statement of the concerns of that institution.

The whole number of convicts in prison, October Ist,
1841, ------- 331

Whole number of convicts received into prison during
the year ending September 30th, 1842, - - 85

416
Discharged from prison during the year ending

September 30th, 1842:
By expiration of sentence, - - 112
By pardon or remission of sentence, - 9
By order of court, - 6
Died, ---.. 2*

129

Remaining in prison, September 30th, 1842, - - 287

Ages of those in prison.
15 to 20 years, -

- 21 45 to 50 years, - - 14
20 to 25 “

- - 44 50 to 55 “
-

- 13
25 to 30 “

-
- 66 55 to 60 “

- - 4

30 to 35 “
-

- 57 60 to 65 “
- - 3

35 to 40 «
- . 38 65 to 70 “

- -
2

40 to 45 “
-

- 24 80 and over, -
- 1

* One by suicide.



iS43.] SENATE—No. 17. 7

Term of Sentences.

1 year, - -
- 27 8 years, ... 5

i year and 3 months, - 19years, * 4

1 year and 6 months, - 4 10 years, 17

2 years, 37 11 years, ... 3

2 years and 6 months, - 3 12 years, ... 5

3 years, - -
- 48 14 years, - 2

3 years and 6 months, - 1 15 years, ... 4

4 years, - - - 37 17 years, ... 1

5 years, - - - 35 20 years, ... 3

6 years, ... 12 35 years, ... 4

6 years and 6 months, - 1 During natural life, - 14

7 years, 22 Total, - 287

Crimes.
Murder, ... 4 Assault, with intent to rob, 1

Manslaughter, - - 5 Kidnapping, - 1

Assault, with intent to murder, 7 Burglary, 18

Felonious assault, -
- 1 “ and forgery, - 1

Highway robbery, first degree, 4 Breaking and entering a dwelling
house, with intent to steal, 4

“ “ second degree, 4
Attempt to commit larceny in a

Arson, first degree, - 2 dwelling house, -
- 1

“ second degree, - 3 Breaking and entering the Gra-
nite Bank, - - 1

Malicious burning, - - 3
Breaking the Norfolk Bank, in

Maliciously setting fire to a ma- Koxbury, and stealing there-
nufactory, which was destroyed from, ... 3with its contents, -

- 1
Breaking and entering the Mer-

Burning a barn, - - 2 chants Bank, in New Bedford, I

Assault, to maim, -
- 1 Forgery, ... 4

Assault and larceny, - 1 and perjury, - 1

Assault and robbery, - 1 and larceny,
- 1
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Forgery, and cheatingby false pre- Shop-breaking, 1
tences, - -

- 2
Escaping from the House of Cor-

Passing. or having in possession rection, in Suffolk county, 1
■with intent to pass, counterfeit
bank bills, -

- 7 Attempt to commit a rape, - 7

Counterfeiting, and having in pos- Incest, 1
session, tools to make counter-
feit money, -

- 1 Bigamy, 1

Cheating, by false pretences, 3 Adultery, 5
Receiving stolen goods, - 2 Lewd and lascivious cohabitation, 6
Stealing from the person, - 5 Polygamy, - -

- 1

Common and notorious thieves, 29

Larceny, - - 138

Larceny, in a shop in the House of
Correction, in Suffolk county, 1 Total, - 287

States and Countries ofwhich they are natives.

Maine, 24 Ohio, -
-

- 1

New Hampshire, - - 27 Canada, - - - 1

Massachusetts, -
- 114 Nova Scotia, - - 1

Vermont, 16 England, ... 15

Rhode Island, - - 8 Scotland, ... 4

Connecticut, - - 8 Ireland, 16

New York, - - 21 France, ... 2
New Jersey, - - 3 Germany, ... 5

Pennsylvania, - - 4 Sweden, 1

Maryland, ... 6 Malta, 1

Virginia, ... 2 Portugal, ... 2
North Carolina, - - 2 Isle of Bourbon, - - 1
Missouri, 1

Indiana, - - 1 Total, - 287
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Employment.
Stonecutters, - - 66 Tinmen, -

- - 8

Carpenters, - -
- 3 Cooking and washing, - 14

Team hands, - - 10 Waiters and messengers, - 3

Tool grinders, -
• 3 Barbers, ... 2

Blacksmiths, 19 Sweepers in solitary prison, 3

Whitesmiths, - - 4 Wood sawyers and lumpers, 5

Shoemakers, - - 13 Invalids, - 7

Tailors, ... 5 In cell, deranged, - - 1

Cabinet makers, 50 In solitary confinement, - 5

Upholsterers, - - 20 Attendants in hospital, - 2

Brush makers, - - 18 Patients in hospital, - 9

Hatters, -
- - 11

Coopers, - - - 6 Total, - 287

Crimes of those received the last year.
Larceny, 47 Assault, to maim, - - 1

Common and notorious thieves, 6 “ and larceny, - 1

Passing, or having in possession Maliciously setting fire to a ma-
with intent to pass, counterfeit nufactory, which was destroyed
bank bills, -

- 3 with its contents, - 1

Cheating by false pretences, 1 Burning a bam, - - 2
Breaking and entering a dwelling Assault, with intent to rob, 1

house, with intent to steal, 1
Burglary, ... 3

Breaking and entering the Mer-
chants Bank, in New Bedford, 1 Attempt to commit a rape, - 2

Shop-breaking, - - 1 Bigamy, ... 1

Receiving stolen goods, - 1 Adultery, ... 3

Forgery, ... 1 Lewd and lascivious cohabitation, 5
“ and cheating by false Polygamy, ... 1

pretences, - - 1

Murder, ... 1 Total, - 85
2
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Sentences of those received the last year.
1 year, 26 4 years, 12

1 year and 3 months, - 15years, - - - 6

1 year and 6 months, - 3 6 years, - - - 3

2 years, - -
- 14 7 years, -

- - 3

2 years and 6 months, - 2 During natural life, - 2

3 years, - -
- 12

3 years and 6 months, - 1 ' Total, - 85

Ages of those received the last year.
15 to 20 years, - - 15 ] 40 to 45 years, - - 7

20 to 25 “
- - 14 I 45 to 50 “

- - 2

25 to 30 “
-

- 21 50 to 55 “
- - 1

30 to 35 “
- - 10 55 to 60 “

- - 2

35 to 40 “
- - 13 Total, - 85

States or Countries of which those are natives, who were received
the last year.

Maine, - - - 10 I Nova Scotia, - - 1

New Hampshire, - - 8 Canada, ... 1

Massachusetts, -
- 28 England, ... 5

Vermont, ... 2 Scotland, ... 1

Ehode Island, - - 1 Ireland, ... 5

Connecticut, - - 4 France, ... 1

New York, - -
- 6 Germany, ... 3

New Jersey, - - 2 Portugal, ... 1

Maryland, ... 2 Malta, - . - 1

Indiana, ... 1 Isle 0f Bourbon, - - 1

Ohio, ... j

Natives of the United States, 65 Foreigners. 20
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Crimes of those in prison,
sentenced to confinement during their

natural lives.

Murder, punishment commuted, 4 Setting fire to a manufactory,
which was consumed with its

Arson, first degree, punishment contents, - 1
commuted, - - 2

For having been confined three
Arson, second degree, - 1 several times in this prison, 2

Highway Kobbery, -
- 4 Total, - 14

Of the 287 convicts in prison, 56 are recommitments, viz ;

38 are “2d comers,” 13 are “3d comers,” 3 are “ 4th com-
ers,” 1 is a “ sth comer,” and 1 is a “ 6th comer.”

37 were convicted of larceny, 4 were adjudged to be com-
mon and notorious thieves, 3 were convicted of burglary, 1 of
manslaughter, 1 of highway robbery, 1 of arson in the first
degree, 2 of an attempt to commit a rape, 1 of incest, 1 of lewd
and lascivious cohabitation, 1 of breaking and entering a dwel-
ling house, 1 of shop-breaking, 1 of escaping from the house of
correction in Suffolk county, 1 of malicious burning, and 1 of
cheating and obtaining goods by false pretences.

Of the 56 recommitments, as above specified, only 7 took
place the last year ; of this number, 6 are “ 2d comers, ” and
la “3d comer.” 6 were convicted of the crime of larceny,
and 1 was adjudged a common and notorious thief.

There are 20 negroes and 12 mulattoes in this prison. Of
this number, 5 negroes and 5 mulattoes were received during
the last year.

Of the 85 convicts received the last year, 29 were convicted
at Boston, 4 at Concord, 3 at Cambridge, 5 at Lowell, 3 at Sa-
lem, 1 at Ipswich, 1 at Newburyport, 4 at Worcester, 2 at
Northampton, 9 at Springfield, 3 at Lenox, 1 at Greenfield, 4
at New Bedford, 4 at Taunton, 2 at Plymouth, 5 at Nantucket,
and 5 at Dedham.

The whole number of convicts received into this prison since
its establishment, in 1805, is 3604. Of this number, 2540 have
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been discharged by expiration of sentence : 549 have been par-
doned : 189 have died, and 39 have been discharged by order
of court, or have escaped and not been retaken.

During the ten years from 1820 to 1830, the year that the
improved discipline was fully established, the total number of
commitments to this prison was 997, averaging 99 7

0 per an-
num. Of this number 198 were recommitments, and averag-
ing 19io per annum. The wholenumber committed during the
twelve years, from 1830 to 1842, was 1234, averaging 102iEper
annum. 169 of this number were recommitments, averaging
14/2 per annum, and showing a very considerable improvement
compared with the period first named. The results of the past
year are still more favorable; and, compared with the preced-
ing year, there has been a reduction of commitments amount-
ing to 46, and of recommitments 9. In the year ending Sept.
30, 1841, 56 of the number committed were natives of this
State; the past year, the number was but 28. It will scarcely
be doubted, we think, that results so favorable in regard to
crime, are mainly to be attributed to the general prevalence of
the temperance reform throughout the Commonwealth.

The greatest number of convicts in prison at any one time,
the past year, was 333, and the lowest number 274. The av-
erage was about 301.

Seventy-one of those committed the past year, were convict-
ed of crimes against property, and the remainder, of various
other offences. Thinking it might be interesting to know, occa-
sionally, the amount of property involved in cases of theft,
and other kindred offences, some pains have been taken to
examine the copies of indictments on file in this institution,
with a view to ascertain this fact.

It appears from these documents, that the amount of prop-
erty which was stolen, or otherwise obtained by dishonest
practices, is $25,389 07. Of this sum, it is believed, from
such information as could be readily obtained on the subject,
that not less than $21,000 was finally recovered by the rightful
owners of the property. In addition to this, three individuals
were convicted of having, in possession, with intent to pass, or
of actually passing, counterfeit bank bills, amounting, in the
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aggregate, to the sum of $3B. Three others were convicted of
maliciously setting fire to buildings, which were consumed.
The total loss of property in these cases, is supposed not to
exceed the sum of $5OOO. From these statements, it appears
that the total loss of property, to the community, by the offences
proved against seventy-one of the convicts committed the past
year, does not exceed the sum of $9,428. This, however,
does not include the expenses attending the arrest and convic-
tion of the offenders.

One of the number was convicted of stealing $16,000 from
the Salisbury Manufacturing Company, and was sentenced to
5 years hard labor; the money stolen was finally recovered;
nine were convicted of taking property, amounting, in the ag-
gregate, to $4,906 25; eighteen, of the sum of $3,360 48 ;

eight, the sum of $545 82 ; nine, the sum of $299 67 ; eighteen,
the sum of $272 25, and two did not succeed in taking any
property. The smallest sum, specified in any indictment, was
$2, a larceny committed in a dwelling-house. The sentence,
in this case, was 2 years at hard labor. The convicts who stole
the highest and the lowest sums specified, are each 17 years of
age.

It is gratifying to remark, that no occurrence, of an unplea-
sant character, respecting the order and quiet of the prison, has
taken place the past year, worthy of particular notice.

In the discharge of their various duties, the officers, generally,
have given good satisfaction, and have used their best efforts to
promote the highest interests of the institution. On the part of
the convicts, there has been evinced a good degree of order,
industry and submission to the wholesome restraints to which
they are subjected, and the discipline has been successfully
maintained, with but few occasions of resorting to severe
measures, to subdue the more hardened and stubborn offend-
ers.

During a large portion of the year, an unusual degree of se-
riousness seemed to pervade the minds of a large number of the
convicts, and a deep interest was apparently felt, on the import-
ant subject of religion. It was cheering to the heart of the
Christian, and cause for gratitude to God, to witness the deep
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feeling of penitence, and the apparent contrition of spirit, of
some of the most hardened sinners, who had resisted every
entreaty, and disregarded, with almost perfect indifference, the
most touching appeals to their hearts and their consciences for
years, —now with the meekness and docility of children, sitting
down to learn the first principles of the religion of our blessed
Saviour. We cannot but hope, that many, who were thus
affected, during this most remarkable season of religious interest
in a prison, will be permitted, at last, to unite in the song of
redeeming love, in heaven.

Convicts in this prison enjoy distinguished privileges for the
moral and religious improvement of their minds and hearts.
The chaplain is ever active in watching over their spiritual
wants. They are aided and encouraged by pious officers, and
they have access to a large collection of religious books and
publications ; and it is not too much to say, that they are favored
with far better means and opportunities for reading, than are
generally enjoyed by persons of similar rank in life, in the com-
munity at large. In addition to all these means, they are per-
mitted to receive instruction in morals and religion, from be-
nevolent Christians residing in the vicinity, who, sabbath after
sabbath, leave their families and their accustomed seat in the
house of worship, to impart instruction to the poor benighted
prisoner, and lure him back, if possible, to the path of virtue and
of peace. For the self-sacrifices and disinterested efforts of the
Sabbath-school teachers, in theirendeavors to reclaim these their
degraded and fallen fellow-men, they are entitled to the grati-
tude of the whole Commonwealth : may their reward be great
in the kingdom of heaven !

With all these good influences and means for the moral reno-
vation of the heart, if the convict leaves this place unreformed,
the fault is truly his own; no charge can justly be made against
the government or the people, of our beloved Commonwealth,
for neglecting to provide for the spiritual wants of the convicted
offender against the laws of God and man. But in fact, it is
seldom, when about to take their departure from these walls,
that they do not acknowledge, with apparent sincerity and
gratitude, the obligations they are under, for the high privileges
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of a spiritual nature, which they have enjoyed during their
term of imprisonment. They feel that nothing has been neg-
lected, which was necessary, and calculated to make them bet-
ter and happier men: and many, very many, are now abroad
in society, who, we verily believe, look back upon the period,
spent in this institution, with feelings of deep gratitude to God,
that they were arrested in their desperately wicked course, and
were brought under those holy influences, which, by the divine
blessing, resulted in their entire reformation of heart and of
life.

The financial operations of the past year, have resulted in a
profit, amounting to the sum of $931 36, after paying all the
expenses of the establishment. But it is proper to state, that,
since the first of October, a very large amount of the funds of
the institution, has been rendered unavailable, for the present,
by the failure of the Phcenix Bank, there being in deposit, when
this event took place, the sum of $ 11,900 31 : and in bills on
hand, of the same bank, the sum of $735. This unexpected
and unfortunate occurrence will, it is apprehended, greatly
embarrass the operations of the prison treasury ; and it is not
improbable, that, for its relief, it will be irecessary to resort to
legislative aid, during the coming session.

But for this misfortune, the affairs of the prison might have
been conducted through thepresent year, successfully, by means
of the regular action of its own resources, unless business ope-
rations should prove exceedingly unfavorable.

What may be the final result of this unpleasant occurrence,
or whether, ultimately, there will be a loss of any part of the
suspended debt, is now a subject of conjecture. Much will de-
pend upon the good management and success of the receivers,
who have been appointed by the supreme court, to settle the
concerns of the bank, to secure the means of redeeming the
bills, and of paying off the deposit creditors, of that institu-
tion.

The detailed accounts of the prison, for the past year, in-
cluding the necessary vouchers, will be deposited in the office
of the Treasurer of the Commonwealth, according to law, when
they have been examined and approved by the Board of In-
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specters. A synopsis of the accounts is herein exhibited, from
which it will be perceived, that the sum of $ 1144 is charged
to bills payable. This debt was contracted by purchasing
materials for the stone department, and will not become due
until the month of April next.



Db. Disbursements and Income for one year, ending September 30, 1842. Cii. So
CO

To Cash paid for Provisions, . . . $9,578 78 By Stone department, .... $15,437 27

<i “ “ “ Clothing, . .
. 3,365 28 “ Labor department, .... 18,581 70

u “ “ “ Hospital expenses, .
. 245 29 “ Fees of admittance, . . .

1,141 25

“ “ “ “ Fuel and other expenses, . 2,605 18
“ “ “ to Prisoners discharged, . . 433 75 (fj

K
“ “ “ for officers’ salaries, • . 15,950 00 2

>
“ “ “ “ Transportation of Prisoners, . 619 98
« “ “ « Repairs of Real Estate, . 286 60

2
“ Bills payable, ..... 1,144 00 o

$34,228 86

Balance, being profits, -
. 931 36

$35,160 22 $35,160 22

All of which is most respectfully submitted by your obedient and very humble servant,

CHARLES LINCOLN, Jr.
Massachusetts State Prison, November 30, 1842. Warden.
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To His Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts, and the Honorable Council:

The Chaplain of the State Prison presents the following re-
port for the year, ending Sept. 30th, 1842. During no year of
his official connexion with this institution, has a superintend-
ing and merciful Providence furnished more abundant occasion
for sincere and warm-hearted gratitude, than during that which
has recently closed. A degree of health, rarely surpassed, has,
for the most part, prevailed; and it is particularly worthy of
notice, that but one individual has died of disease, which does
not exceed one third of one per cent. There has been one case
of suicide, an event of rare occurrence in the institution.

The year has also been characterized by a more than usual
degree of cheerful submission to the discipline of the prison,
and conformity to its rules and regulations. That there will
be more or less of departures from the known path of duty, is
always to be looked for ; but such as have existed, have been
less frequent, and of a character, in most instances, marked by
thoughtlessness, rather than deliberate depravity: and conse-
quently, punishments have been of rarer occurrence, and more
mild in form and degree.

In a similar report, made the last year, reference was had to
an improved organization, as it was thought, of the Sabbath
school; by which regular and permanent teachers had been
secured for the several classes into which the school is divided,
numbering forty and upwards, from which favorable results
were anticipated. Nor were the hopes then cherished, in any
degree disappointed. They were more than realized. During
no year, since the establishment of the school, have feelings of
such deep and solemn interest engrossed the minds and hearts
of both teachers and scholars ; and never before, have results,
so truly gratifying and so full of joyful promise, been realized.
The same organization has been arranged for the ensuing sea-
son, and fruits as plenteous and as rich, it is hoped, may be
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gathered from the cultivation of the same interesting field.
The government and people of this Commonwealth can hardly
appreciate, too highly, the benevolent and self-denying labors,
from Sabbath to Sabbath, of those who volunteer their services
as teachers in this school.

It is highly gratifying, also, to be able to state, that the num-
ber of commitments and recommitments, as compared with the
previous year, is much diminished. The records of the prison
show, that during the year, ending with September, 1841, the
number of commitments was 131, sixteen of which had been
previously committed. The past year, 85 only have been re-
ceived—46 less than during the previous year, and of these,
seven only are recommitments.

In connexion with these facts, it is interesting to notice that
of the 85, thus committed the past year, only 28 were native-
born citizens of Massachusetts. All the causes operating to
produce results so truly gratifying, cannot be minutely and
distinctly traced; but it can hardly be doubted, that much,
very much, is to be ascribed to the progress and triumphs
of the cause of temperance in almost every portion of the
Commonwealth, and in many parts of our widely extended
country.

Who, then, can doubt, that a most solemn obligation rests, in
an especial manner, on the guardians of the public morals and
the public welfare, to countenance and sustain, in all suitable
ways and by all practicable means, a cause, whose object and
tendency are to lessen the evils and expenses of pauperism—-
to reduce the number of the degraded and wretched inmates of
our almshouses and prisons—to improve and elevate the char-
acter of our citizens, and to spread abroad, through all our
communities, the blessings of industry, of moral purity, and of
all the virtues which adorn and perfect the human character.

A brief reference has already been made to the condition of
our Sabbath school, and its auspicious results, during the past
year. But the writer feels, that should he omit to speak more
particularly of the moral and religious state of the institution,
during the same period, he would do great injustice to his own
feelings, as well as to the Christian community, whose pious
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sympathies have been so much awakened, and who have felt
so lively an interest in what they have seen or heard of the
displays of the power and grace of God, among its officers and
inmates. But, in an especial manner, would he speak more
at large on this topic, that in this public manner, he may honor
the Great Head of the church, for his signal and merciful in-
terposition in behalf of the institution, and magnify the riches
of that grace, which, it is confidently believed, has opened so
many blind eyes, softened so many hard hearts, and brought
such numbers, who, previously, had been the willing slaves of
sin, to submit joyfully to the terms of the Gospel, and to be-
come the willing and loyal subjects of the Prince of Peace.

For a number of months, commencing with the month of
February last, a state of most deep and solemn interest on the
great and momentous subject of religion and the salvation of
the soul, existed in the prison; an interest, felt, not by a few,
but by great numbers; and this too, embracing not the more
ignorant only, but many of the most intelligent and enlight-
ened ; and not a few of those who were the most hardened in
sin; the sceptic, the reviler, the scoffer, the atheist—those,
who, to human appearance, were beyond the reach of hope,
and who, of all men in the world, would have been the last
selected, as likely to become the subjects of religious impres-
sions. This state of things commenced without the employ-
ment of any other than the ordinary means of grace and in-
struction; but these means, through the power and agency of
the Holy Spirit, were rendered effectual “ to the pulling down
of strong-holds,” and in constraining multitudes, under a deep
sense of guilt and danger, to inquire “ What shall we do to be
saved 7 ”

It is by no means to be supposed, that all, whose minds
were thus affected, became truly penitent and subjects of the
renewing grace of God; but the writer cannot, for a moment,
doubt, that many were truly converted, and became “new
creatures in Christ Jesus,” and his humble, devoted disciples
and followers. Even scoffers stood aghast, and were constrained
to exclaim, “ This is the finger of God.” They felt that no
power, short of divine, could produce such results, and effect
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such transformation of feeling and character, so sudden and so
entire, as they could not fail to witness.

It cannot be expected, that in a report like this, a minute de-
tail should be given of very many particulars, which, in other
circumstances, might be deeply interesting to the devout and
pious ; still, it may not, after what has been stated, be improper
to refer to some few, which may serve to illustrate the charac-
ter and power of this work of divine grace.

This state of religious feeling and interest, as has been al-
ready noticed, had its commencement in the early part of the
month of February. At first, it was confined, principally, to a
single department of labor. Within a few days, it manifested
itself in others, until, finally, it pervaded every part of the
prison, and no sensible diminution of interest was perceptible
for the space of about three months. To the officers and those
conversant with the institution, the change, in the usual aspect
of things, was remarkable. There was a new moral atmo-
sphere. The labor of discipline was comparatively light.
The prisoners felt that another eye than those of their officers
was upon them, and that other objects than those of ordinary
notice and thought, should engross the mind and heart. In-
stead of the very common inquiry, how they might obtain a
release from the bondage of their prison-house, the all-absorb-
ing question was, “ What shall we do to be saved ? ”

These remarks are not intended to induce the belief, that all
the prisoners were thus deeply affected; but it may with safety
he said, that very nearly half of their number were brought to
very deep and solemn consideration of their spiritual state and
condition, as sinners against God. Some, it is true, were much
more deeply affected than others; and the results of these im-
pressions, also, were very different in different individuals.
While many, it is confidently believed, became truly humbled,
and in penitence and faith, cast themselves, unreservedly, on
the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, and thus found “joy and
peace in believing,” others, and not a few, by stifling their con-
victions and resisting the influences of the Holy Spirit and the
motives urged upon them, to induce them to penitence and sub-
mission to the Saviour, in a great measure, lost the interest
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which they had felt in a subject of such unspeakable moment
to their eternal well-being.

The precise number who became the genuine subjects of the
grace of God, or were truly converted, it would be presumption
to attempt to designate. “ The Lord knoweth them that are
his.” He “ who trieth the reins and the heart” alone can know,
with unerring certainty, who are his true and faithful disciples.
Our only standard of judging is that furnished by the Saviour;
“By their fruits, ye shall know them.” Their subsequent
“ walk and conversation,” in life, must test the sincerity of
their profession. This, however, may be said, that a goodly
number have continued, up to the present time, to manifest a
truly Christian spirit, and furnish increasing evidence, that
their path is that of the just, which, as “ the shining light, shin-
eth more and more, unto the perfect day.”

The state of religious feeling, above referred to, did not owe
its origin to any new or extraordinary measures which were
adopted; nor to any artificial means of producing excitement
or alarm. The customary means of grace and instruction were
those on which reliance had been placed, for success, during
previous years. It is true, that seasons of deep religious in-
terest existed in many of our churches in the vicinity, and a
spirit of prayer had been awakened in the hearts of many
Christians, in behalf of this institution. It was manifest, also,
that the pious officers of the prison partook largely of this spirit;
and the spiritual wants and woes of the prisoners, under their
watch and charge, were remembered daily in their supplica-
tions, and, with deep feeling and earnestness, were presented
at the mercy-seat of Him who heareth and answereth prayer.
In answer to these prayers, in connexion with the customary
means of instruction, it is humbly believed that the rich bless-
ing, so much needed and so ardently desired, was bestowed.
“It was the Lord’s doing,” and was, and still “ is, marvellous
in our eyes.”

Nor, while this interesting work was in progress, was any
effort made to excite groundless alarm, or to awaken mere
animal feeling. The instructions, given privately and in public,
were scriptural, plain and affectionate. Their grand aim was
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to enlighten the understanding, to arouse the conscience, and
to subdue the heart to the obedience of Christ; to urge the duty
of immediate “ repentance towards God, and the exercise of

faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,” as the only and indispensable
terms of pardon and salvation. There was no noise, no out-
cries, no unhallowed excitement of the passions. There were
great stillness, deep solemnity and pungent conviction for sin;
and when the heart yielded its resistance, and in penitence cast
itself on the atoning sacrifice and mediation of the Saviour, a
joy and peace and a sweet serenity succeeded, to which, until
then, it had been a stranger.

In the course of these remarks, mention has been made con-
cerning some of the most hardened and hopeless individuals of
the institution. Of this class, several, within the compass of a
single week, from being scoffers, and revilers, and blasphemous
infidels, became, in the judgment of Christian charity, the hum-
ble, sincere, and devoted disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The pungency and power of those convictions of their guilt
and danger, which broke in upon their guilty slumbers, and
roused them to thought and feeling, and which brought home
to their consciences the spirituality and claims of the divine
law, were absolutely overwhelming. Some of them struggled,
with all the energy of their minds, to make successful resist-
ance, and to banish from their thoughts the whole subject, and
that, forever. They resolved that, come what might, they
would never suffer the secret of their feelings to escape their
lips. As one of them afterwards declared, he inwardly and,
indeed, openly, whenever he could steal an opportunity, cursed
and blasphemed, that he might, if possible, rid himself of the
intolerable burden which weighed down his spirit. But He,
who is stronger than “ the strong man armed,” prevailed. The
pride, and malignity, and scepticism of this man, as also of the
others referred to, gave way. In the depth of their anguish,
they sought for instruction and guidance. He, who, to the
angry surges of the lake, said, Peace, be still,” spoke peace to
their troubled spirits, and all was calm. Then, such humility,
such gratitude, such an admiring sense of the blessedness of
pardon, of the richness and freeness of the salvation of the
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Gospel, were manifested, as the writer never before witnessed.
The change was wonderful. The most skeptical felt that a
power, more than human, must have wrought such a trans-
formation. Those hearts, which never before had relented,
were now broken for sin; those knees, that never had bowed
in acts of devotion, were now humbly and joyfully bended
before the mercy-seat; and lips which, but shortly before,
had been familiar with blasphemy, were now employed in the
utterance of humble, grateful prayer. Like the demoniac of
the Gospel, “ whom no man could tame,” they were now found
“ clothed and in their right mind, sitting at the feet of Jesus.”

From the commencement to the close of this work of grace,
there was a striking illustration of this important truthof God’s
word, in regard to the conversion and sanctification of sinners:
“ Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the
Lord.”

One of the number referred to, as above, recently died of
consumption in the hospital of the prison. This man had,
once before, been a convict in this institution. He had been a
sort of prodigy in crime; and probably no man, within our
walls, had been concerned, and for the most part successfully,
too, in so many larcenies and burglaries, as himself. For such
a course of life he had been prepared, as he himself confessed,
in the school of the notorious Abner Kneeland and his asso-
ciates. In the prison, he was, generally, industrious and regu-
lar in his conduct; but he was the uncompromising infidel and
atheist, maintaining that the Bible was the offspring of priest-
craft, and religion the chimera of a distempered imagination.
He scouted the idea of a state of existence after death, and be-
lieved that death was an eternal sleep. But that “Word of
God,” which “ is quick and powerful, sharper than a two-edged
sword,” found its way to his conscience and his heart. It was
sudden, and altogether unlookedfor. He saw himself distinctly,
and stripped of all disguise, in the clear mirror of the law of
God, and found himself a guilty, helpless, lost sinner. He did
not struggle, and blaspheme, and attempt to throw off his im-
pressions, as did the individual described in a former paragraph.
He was amazed and confounded, and inquired, with deep so-
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licitude and earnestness, for the way of life and salvation. He
felt as he expressed himself, that he was the vilest sinner that
ever lived, and questioned whether there could be mercy and
pardon for one who had sinned, as he had done. But, speedily,
the Saviour manifested Himself to his soul, in the fulness of
his condescension and grace. His heart yielded. He cast his
burden on Him, and found relief. Never before, as he often
declared, had he known or conceived of the peace, which, then,
flowed into his lately distracted, but now, tranquil bosom. From
the time of his hopeful conversion, up to the day of his death,
he had, uniformly, exhibited the spirit and temper of a Chris-
tian : and in view of his speedy departure, he was sweetly sub-
missive to the Divine will, fearlessly and joyfully resting his
all on the merits of his Redeemer, and in faith committing his
soul to Him. Such are the results of the transforming influ-
ences of the Holy Spirit; such the power of the Gospel of the
Son of God.

It was most interesting, to the pious mind, while this state of
things continued, to be present, in the chapel, during the season
of religious worship. It was heart-moving to notice the almost
unearthly silence—the suppressed sigh—the breathless atten-
tion—the falling tear—the deep emotions of the heart, as de-
picted on the countenances of multitudes. It was most delight-
ful, also, to witness, on the features of many, the joy of hope—-
the humility of penitence—the emotions of gratitude—the
breathings of prayer, and the blessedness of pardon ; and when
their voices mingled in the song, to feel the assurance, that their
hearts had been newly attuned, and that they could, now,

“sing with the spirit, and with the understanding also.”
Even at the present time, much of the results of that season is,
distinctly, to be seen, not in the sanctuary of worship only, but,
also in the daily “ walk and conversation” of many.

Shortly previous to the commencement of this season of reli-
gious interest, and during its progress, not a few of the officers
of the institution, became, hopefully, the subjects of the renew-
ing grace of God. These, in connexion with those, who, before,
were professors of religion, became active and faithful co-work-

4
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ers in promoting the spiritual renovation of those under their
charge.

To the warden, the writer feels under the strongest obliga-
tions, not only for the countenance and encouragement which
he was pleased to give; but for the efficient and important aid,
which, from the first to the last, by personal effort, advice and
conversation, in every practicable way and place, were con-
tributed by him, in forwarding and sustaining this work. How
different, probably, would have been the results of such a sea-
son, had the first officer of the institution been a skeptic, or an
opposer. The writer trusts that he has felt, and still feels,
something of true gratitude to God, for affording him, at a
crisis of greatly increased labor, anxiety and responsibility,
such a coadjutor and fellow-laborer. To all the pious officers,
also, he shall ever feel his indebtedness for their unceasing
prayers and most efficient cooperation. But their reward is
not, the approbation thus awarded. It is laid up in heaven
and will be consummated, when the Savior, whom they serve,
shall announce, “ I was in prison and ye came unto me.”

The same may be said, also, of the teachers of the Sabbath-
school, through whose prayers and self-denying efforts, so much
was successfully accomplished.

By many, perhaps, it may be thought that the description of
the scenes and results, as thus given, is greatly overdrawn,
The writer is aware, that from the position he has occupied, in
connexion with what he has attempted to delineate, he may
have been led to the use of language and forms of expression,
which calculating caution would have avoided. For his justi-
fication, however, he is happy that he may appeal to intelli-
gent, discreet and pious Christians, both clergymen and laymen,
who were conversant with the state of things as they existed,
and, from week to week, witnessed what it has been the aim
of the writer faithfully and truly to present. By their cooler
and more dispassionate judgment he is willing to abide. Cer-
tain it is, that if wrong, he will be happy to be corrected.

The fear of having already trespassed, by the protracted
length of these remarks, furnishes an admonition, that it is
time to bring them to a close.
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If to reform the vicious, to reclaim the wandering, to convert
the sinner from the error of his ways “ to the wisdom of the
just;” if to prepare the inmates of our prisons to go forth into
the world, truly reformed, prepared to be useful and happy, and
by their influence and example, to bless their families—their
friends, and the society in which they move, constitute a lead-
ing feature of the principles of correct penitentiary discipline,
it is humbly believed, that the results of the past year, in this
institution, will prove, that the means which have been used for
the accomplishment of the object, for which it was established,
have not proved, altogether, inefficient and vain ;

All which is respectfully submitted.

JARED CURTIS.
Chaplain, Mass. Slate Prison

Charlestown, November 28, 1842.




