
SENATE No. 28.

Secretary’s Office, Feb. 1, 1843.

Hon. Daniel P. King,
Speaker of the House of Representatives :

Sir,—In compliance with the order of the House of Repre-
sentatives of January 30th, directing me to “communicate to
the House the number of copies of the Decisions of the Supreme
Court, which have been purchased by the State per annum, for
ten years past; what disposition has been made of them; how
many are now on hand; what amount per copy, andhow much
per annum, has been paid; whether the same have been pur-
chased by contract, or otherwise; and whether any reduction
of the number of copies of said Reports, or the cost of the same,
can be madel have the honor to furnish the following state-
ment,—the parts of which apply to the various inquiries as
they occur in said order.

1. The number of copies of the Reports which have been pur-
chased by the State, per annum, for ten years past. Within the
last ten years, ending Jan. 1, 1843, the State has purchased,
regularly, as they have been published, three hundred and fifty
copies of each of the fifteen last volumes of Pickering’s, and of
the two first volumes of Metcalf’s Reports. The whole num-
ber of these volumes, thus purchased within the period, is five
thousand nine hundred and fifty. The average number per
annum is, therefore, five hundred and ninety-five volumes.
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2. The disposition which has been made of them. Of the
series of books thus purchased, one copy of each volume has
been regularly given to every town in the Commonwealth, one
to the governor for the time being, one to the judicial clerk of
each county, one to the attorney general, one to the solicitor
general, and one to the adjutant general. Besides which, cop-
ies are furnished to the municipal and Boston police courts, to
the law library of Harvard College, the Suffolk law library,
library of the General Court, Boston Athenaeum, Massachusetts
Historical Society, and Antiquarian Society. It has also been
customary, on the election of every new governor, to supply
him with a complete set of the Reports; and, in a multitude of
cases, towns which have lost a part of their series, have been
re-furnished by the State.

3. The number now on hand. This will appear by the fol-
lowing table:

VOLS. OF REPORTS ON HAND.

Pickering, ... 67 13 is|l6 17 18 192021 222324 total.

Vols 1 7 f 2737 10 34 32 339 22 20,13_251__
Metcalf, .... 12

Vols 1 24 25

Whole Number on band, 276 vols.

4. What has been paid per copy. The uniform price has
been two dollars and seventy-five cents ($2 75), for each and
every copy purchased.

5. What amount has been paid per annum. During the pe-
riod of ten years, included in the order, the number of volumes
purchased at the rate of $2 75 each, (not including purchases
of occasional odd volumes) has been five thousand nine hun-
dred and fifty, making an aggregate of expense, for the ten

years, of $16,362 50,—sixteen thousand three hundred sixty-
two dollars and fifty cents,—and an annual average payment
of $1636 25:—sixteen hundred thirty-six dollars and twenty-

five cents.
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6. Whether the same have been 'purchased by contract. lam
informed, by the publishers of the Reports, that custom, and
not contract, has regulated the above price and purchases.

7. Can any reduction of the number of copies , or the cost of
the same be made.—Ist. As to the number. It has been stated
already, that a considerable number of the Reports, as each vol-
ume appears, find their way to various officers and societies,
leaving on hand, ordinarily, a surplus of from 20 to 30 copies.
Were the distribution limited to the towns, the number of cop-
ies taken could, without inconvenience, be reduced to three
hundred and fifteen.

This small reduction of the number of volumes, would, at
present prices, reduce the aggregate expense of ten years by
the sum of $1636 25,—sixteen hundred thirty-six dollars and
twenty-five cents; which is $96 25 per annum.

2nd. As to reduction of price. The present price, of $2 75
per copy, is said by the publishers to be very near the actual
cost of the book to them, including, however, on each volume,
the sum of one dollar and fifty cents paid to the reporter for
“copyright,” or copy right and the use of the stereotype
plates" from which, in some cases, the work is printed. The
sum thus added to the proper cost of the volumes purchased by
the State, within the ten years, has been $8,925 —eight thou-
sand nine hundred and twenty-five dollars. Without this
charge for “copy right,” which more than doubles the cost,
the books could be purchased for one dollar and twenty-five
cents per copy, or less.

The cost ot the Revised Statutes, a work double the average
size of the Reports, was fixed by the State printers at two dol-
lars and forty cents per copy. A letter from the State printers,
of which a copy is hereto annexed, shows that the Reports
might be obtained at a price as low as one dollar and fifteen
cents ($1 15) per copy.

Were the Reports composed ofjudicial decisions alone, with-
out the arguments of counsel, the cost of each volume wouldbe still farther greatly reduced.

By the reduction of the number of copies purchased to three
hundred and fifteen, the State would save $96 25 on every
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volume, which, at the rate of 17 vols. in ten years, amounts,
in that period, to an aggregate saving of $1636 25.

By reducing the price of the 315 copies of each vol. to $1 25
each, the State would save $1 50 on each copy, which, at the
rate of 5355 copies in ten years, (i- e. at the rate of 17 vols. in
ten years,) would save, in that period, the sum of $8032 52

Add the above aggregate .... 1636 25

and the whole amount saved is .

.
.

. $9668 77
Finally, the Secretary would respectfully state that he has

reason to believe, from inquiries made in relation to this sub-
ject, that the entire expense of the number of Reports needed
for the use of the State, might he avoided, by entering into
some arrangement with publishers, whereby they should fur-
nish said copies in consideration of a transfer to them of the
copy right in forthcoming volumes of the Reports.

Respectfully submitted by

JOHN A. BOLLES,

Secretary of the Commonwealth



1.843.] SENATE—No. 28. 5

(COPY.)

“ Boston, February Ist, 1843.

John A. Bolles, Esq.,

Secretary of State :

Sir,

Agreeably to your request, we herewith give you an esti-
mate of the cost of printing 1,000 copies of the 24th Yol. of
Pickering’s Reports. The estimate is made according to the
scale of prices at which we do the State printing. One thou-
sand copies would cost the State, by this estimate, $1,143 91,
which is $1 15 per co]jy, complete, bound in handsome law
sheep, in every particular in the same style of the present edi-
tions of that work. This estimate includes the printing, paper
and binding , but nothing for reporting and editing. The copy
to be furnished us prepared properly for the press. A volume
of these Reports contains but one third the quantity of matter
given in the Revised Statutes, as you will perceive by the
above estimate.

Respectfully,

Your most obedient servants,

DUTTON & WENTWORTH.”




