
SENATE ....No. 43.

In Senate, Jan 20, 1843.

Ordered
,

That Messrs. Browne of E. and Hammond, with
such as the House may join, be a standing committee, for the
current political year, on the subject of prisons.

Sent down for concurrence.

LEWIS JOSSELYN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Jan. 21, 1843.

Concurred, and the House join on its part

Messrs. Greene, of Boston,
Warner, of Stockbridge,
Plympton, of Cambridge,
Badger, of Adams, and
Preston, of Danvers.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

Commomuralllj of iHaßsafljusttts.
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of JHassactmßcttß.

In Senate, February 17th, 1843.

The Joint Standing Committee on Prisons, having considered
the several Reports of the Inspectors, Warden, Chaplain and
Physician of the State Prison, and having visited and exam-
ined said Prison, ask leave to

REPORT:
That the documents referred to, conveying, as they do, a full

and detailed account of the management, discipline, moral and
religious instruction, and health of the convicts, and of the con-
cerns generally of the institution, have afforded great satisfac-
tion to the committee, as they exhibit a vigilant care, on the
part of those officers, of the interests of the Commonwealth in
its connexion with the prison, and of the comforts, employment
and reformation of the convicts.

The health of the prisoners, for the past year, has been un-
commonly good, which is evinced in the fact, that with an av-
erage number of three hundred and four convicts, there have
occurred among them but two cases of death, and one of these
by suicide.

The visit to the prison, while it caused the committee to de-
plore that any of their fellow-beings should be so untrue to the
duty which they owe to their beneficent Creator, to society, and
to their own character and happiness, as to render them amena-
ble to the penalty of violated laws, yet afforded the consolatory
reflection, that their punishment was (as far as any punish-
ment can be), of a reformatory, and not of a vengeful charac-
ter. The buildings were in good condition, the whole exhibit-
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ing a commendable degree of neatness and good order. The
several officers were found to be attentive to their duties, and
the convicts to be industriously employed.

By the 45th section of the 144th chapter of the Revised Stat-
utes. the warden of the prison is authorized to allow the con,

victs two ounces of beef or pork extra, or the value thereof in
meal, rice or vegetables, whenever the ration specified in the
44th section of the same chapter, shall be found insufficient for
any of the convicts.

The quantity of meal extra, provided for as above, has, until
recently, been found adequate to the comfortable subsistence of
the convicts; but at the present very low prices of beef and
pork, the usual quantity of meal cannot be supplied. The
committee are, therefore, of opinion that the warden ought to
be permitted to furnish the convicts, when necessary, with a
quantity of meal daily, not exceeding ten ounces to each con-
vict, or the value thereof in rice or vegetables, in addition to
the rations provided for in the section and chapter above refer-
red to; and they have accordingly prepared a bill for that pur-
pose, which accompanies this report.

The committee have also to propose, for the consideration
of the Legislature, a measure which, they believe, will have a
most salutary influence upon the discipline and government of
the convicts. They propose to give authority to the warden
and inspectors, to remit a certain portion of the term of impris-
onment of any convict under sentence for a term of years,
whenever, in their judgment, such convict shall merit this favor,
by a general course of obedience, industry and good conduct;
such abridgement not to exceed two days in each calendar
mouth of the term of his sentence.

They believe that this measure, if sustained by legislative
action, will hold out to the convicts the animating stimulus of
the hope of an abridgment of their period of confinement, and
lead to such a course of improved conduct as will almost, if not
entirely, supersede the necessity of a resort to corporeal pun-
ishment; and they have accordingly prepared a bill to that ef-
fect, which they submit to the consideration of the Legislature.

The committee also believe that a modification of the law
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relating the the period of imprisonment, in the more aggravated
cases of crime, would be attended with good results, both to
the public at large and to the convicts. In this view of the
case, they are supported by inquiring of the officers of the pris-
on, and by the declared convictions of those whose experience
in such matters constitutes their opinions of valuable testimony
upon this subject. They report, therefore, a bill, which accom-
panies this, reducing the legal term of imprisonment from twen-
ty to fifteen years, from ten to seven years, and from seven to
five years. They have not thought it expedient to propose any
reduction of the shorter terms, as by the measure of abridge-
ment, as before proposed, these will be materially lessened to
meritorious subjects.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

By order of the committee.

BENJ. F. BROWNE, Chairman.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows :

1 That, when the warden of said prison shall judge
2 the same to be necessary, he may make an addition
3 to the daily rations provided for in the forty-fourth
4 section of the one hundred and forty-fourth chapter of
5 the Revised Statutes, of a quantity of meal not ex-
-6 ceeding ten ounces to each convict, or the value there-
-7 of in rice or vegetables.

erommontotaltij of fHassactmsftts-

In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Three.

AN ACT
In relation to the Subsistence of Convicts.
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Giving authority to the Warden and Inspectors of the
State Prison in certain cases.

B E it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, asfollows :

1 That it shall be lawful for the warden and inspect-
-2 ors of the state prison, to abridge the term of impri-
-3 sonment of any convict imprisoned for a term of years,
4 whenever said warden and inspectors shall judge that
5 said convict has, by a general course of obedience, in-
-6 dustry and good conduct, merited the favor; said
7 abridgment not to exceed two days for each calendar
8 month for which said convict was sentenced.

In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Three.

eottimomucaltU of iHagsadjusetts.

AN ACT
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(Eommontoealtij of i^assactjttsetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and forty -

Three.

AN ACT
To reduce the Term of Time for the Punishment of Cer-

tain Crimes.

13E it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresen-
tatives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority
of the same, asfollows :

1 That the Revised Statutes, chapter one hundred and
2 twenty-five to one hundred and thirty-three, inclusive,
3 be so amended as to read, fifteen years, for “ twenty
4 years,” seven years for “ ten years,” and five years
5 for “ seven years,” wherever the terms of years above
6 quoted occur in said chapters.




