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Ordered, That the Committee on Education be directed to
inquire whether any legislation is necessary in relation to the
choice of books for District School Libraries, for which the
money of the Commonwealth is expended.

LEWIS JOSSELYN, Clerk.

erommoutotaltij of iHassadjitsctts.

In Senate March 3, 1843.
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(CommonUicalti] of iHasriacljusctts.

In Senate, March 20, 1843.

The Committee on Education, to whom was referred an order
of the 3d inst., directing them to inquire whether any legis-
lation is necessary, in relation to the choice of books, for
District School Libraries, ask leave to

11 E P O R T :

The committee deem the subject submitted to them of great
importance, and one that may yet require the deliberate con-
sideration of the Legislature.

An act passed April 12th, 1837, authorizing each school dis-
trict, in the Commonwealth, to expend a certain sum for the
purchase of a school district library ; and, in the prosecution of
their labors, the Board of Education, in 1838, contracted with
a publishing house, in Boston, for the publication of a school
library, to consist of one hundred volumes, each of which was
to be examined and sanctioned by the members of the Board,
previously to its admission into the library.

In 1842, by a resolve of the Legislature, arrangements were
made to supply the various districts with school libraries,
agreeable to the conditions therein contained. In consequence
of the appropriation then made, more interest, has been mani-
fested by the people of the Commonwealth, on this subject,
than at any former period. A corresponding care, and greater
vigilance, are also necessary, in the opinion of the committee,
to guard the districts against improper books. The grant of
the Legislature is not one that is to be continued from year to
year, but is made once for all. Therefore, any errors made in
the selections, will be permanently entailed upon the schools.
The amount of appropriation is small, and it should, therefore,
be expended with more wisdom.
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The books in the school libraries are “ the aliment of intel-
lect and morals; for good books are to the young mind, what
the warming sun and the refreshing rain of spring are to the
seeds which have lain dormant in the frosts of winter. They
are more: for they may save from that which is worse than
death, as well as bless with that which is better than life. How
poor was the gift of Midas, fabled to possess the power of turn-
ing whatever he touched into gold, compared with the power
of turning gold into knowledge, and wisdom, and virtue!”

The committee have much pleasure in saying that they ap-
prove of the plan and execution of the Library, published under
the sanction of the Board of Education, by Messrs. Thomas H.
Webb & Co., of Boston. They are also satisfied, from the ex-
amination they have been able to make, of the works in the
series of five libraries published by Messrs. Fowle & Capen,
also of Boston, that, on the whole, the selections are very valu-
able, and that they contain no books but such as they would be
pleased to have in their own libraries, either for books of refer-
ence or for occasional reading.

Rut, while the committee feel it to be their duty to express a
favorable opinion of the Library sanctioned by the Board, and
while they approve of the general character of the other libra-
ries, they are constrained to say, that among these latter books,
they have discovered some which, in their opinion, are objec-
tionable, both on account of the passages which they contain,
and from the fact that some of the works themselves are not
suited to the capacities of children. But as these works are
among the standard English Classics, as there is a difference of
opinion among our best and most distinguished men, with respect
to them, as the publishers express a willingness to allow any se-
lection which the districts may ask, and as they have volunta-
rily rejected one book containing objectionable matter, the
committee have not deemed it advisable, in this report, to go
into a detailed account of the various books constituting these
libraries.

In conclusion, the committee would very respectfully suggest
to the Board of Education, an ample exercise of their advisory
power, in aid of the school districts, in the selection of their
libraries ; and they would recommend to the school committees
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and agents employed by the districts in the purchase of books,
to examine the different libraries for themselves, and to reject
those works which they deem objectionable, without confiding
solely in the recommendations of others.

The committee consider that the subject commends itself to
the attention of all the friends of education in the State, and
they have given it as much attention as the limited time allow-
ed them would permit. Many very important facts have been
presented to them; and, since the introduction of the order,
the annual report of the Board of Education has been published,
in which they have very fully expressed their opinion in regard
to the subject under consideration. With their views the com-
mittee very cheerfully concur; and after as thorough an exami-
nation as possible, both of the books of the libraries, and of the
whole subject, they have concluded that no beneficial legisla-
tion can, at present, be adopted in regard to it. They there-
fore ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the
same. All of which is respectfully submitted.

In behalf of the committee,

JOHNSON GARDNER, Chairman.


