
SENATE No. 49.

The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom
was referred the Memorial of the Trustees, Superintendent
and Treasurer of the State Lunatic Hospital, have had the
same under consideration, and submit the subjoined

and accompanying Resolves

That after a personal examination of the hospital, and con-
ference with the superintendent, and a part of the trustees,
they are satisfied that the views and reasonings of the commis-
sioners, on the several subjects embraced in their Memorial,
and the conclusions to which they arrived, are correct.

By an act of the Legislature, passed March 23d, 1843, enti-
tled an act “ to establish an Aqueduct for the State Lunatic
Hospital,” authority was given the trustees to establish and
maintain an aqueduct in the town of Worcester, for the use
and benefit of said hospital; but no appropriation was made
to enable the trustees to carry the same into effect. It is, pro-
bably, fortunate that omission was made. Owing to difficul-
ties, which, in part, gave origin to that act, the trustees were
compelled to bring water to the hospital, over elevations, which
bas rendered the supply uncertain and irregular, thereby sub-
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jecting the hospital to much embarrassment; byrelaying about
one-half of the extent of the aqueduct, and bringing the water
through a natural ravine, all difficulty from that source will be
obviated; and when completed, the trustees entertain no doubt
but that an abundant supply of water, from pure fountains, can
be obtained for all the various purposes connected with that
extensive establishment. The only question that remains, is,
in what manner, or of what materials, shall the aqueduct be
constituted? From some facts, coming to the superintendent
in the shape of disease, he was induced to suspect that the
water used at the hospital, and which was conveyed through
“ lead pipes,” was impregnated with that mineral, which sus-
picion was confirmed by a subsequent analysis of the water.
The fact established by that analysis, was not a little startling;
and had there as yet been no instance among those who have
used that water, where the deleterious agency of lead was sus-
pected, still your committee cannot for a moment entertain the
idea, that the daily and almost hourly use of water, containing
1 grain of lead to every five gallons of water, can be considered
safe. No person, with a knowledge of the fact, and the haz-
ards resulting therefrom, would risk its use, for drink, and the
various culinary purposes of his family, water thus impreg-
nated, or even supply it for his animals. The committee con-
cur in the opinion of the commissioners, that iron pipes be sub-
stituted for lead, and to defray the expense of the same, and
for damage for land, and for conducting water to the wings,
now in process of erection, the sum of $3OOO be appropri-
ated.

Much inconvenience has already resulted from the want of
sufficient and well arranged apartments, in which the labor of
washing and ironing are performed. In view of the present
inconvenience, and of the great increase of this kind of labor
to be performed, when the additional wings are completed
and tenanted, your committee concur in the views of the Me-
morialists, of erecting a building expressly for a laundry, and
for converting the present ironing-room into a bakery, for the
use of the hospital. From an inspection of a plan for the pro-
posed building, which was presented by the superintendent, and
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the estimated cost for the same, your committee would recom-
mend that the sum of $2OOO be appropriated for that object.

If an impression has obtained, to some extent, that the cost
of supporting private patients and town patients in this hospi-
tal is greater than is desirable, it arises from the fact, that
unless, when an appropriation is made by the Legislature, suffi-
cient for their support, the expense of that class of patients
who have no residence in the Stale, goes to swell the bills of
the pay patients. This is doing them a manifest great injus-
tice; in cases of patients with small means and in straightened
circumstances, it imposes on them a tax which they are illy
able to bear. At the time of the establishment of this hospital
it was generally supposed and expected, that the State would
annually make an appropriation to assist in defraying the ex-
penses of the establishment. This has frequently been done,
and always, it is believed, when asked for. Instead of calling
annually upon' the Legislature for a grant of money to assist
in defraying the current expenses of the institution, it would
seem, to your committee, to be a preferable course for the
State, and much less embarrassing to the trustees, to establish
a given sum. as the compensation which the State shall pay
for each and every patient received and supported there, who
has no residence within the Commonwealth, which sum shall
cover all charges of whatever kind, so long as they remain pa-
tients at the hospital; and they do not think that the sum of
$lOO an exhorbiiant charge, especially when the State are
paying from 25 to 50 per cent, more than that for the support
of this class of persons. By doing this, the trustees will know
their resources, and will be enabled to reduce, gradually, the
price of board to that amount at which every individual inter-
est shall be satisfied that it is low enough. It is desirable to
petition the Legislature as rarely as possible; every call of this
kind involves the expense of legislation, at least, if no other.
There is an uncertainty of obtaining funds in this way, which
would be too great to allow of reduction of price, based upon
the hope of thus supplying deficiencies, if they should happen.
The facts must be obtained,—the story told every session ; as
this body is never the same, two successive years.
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The resolve passed March 24th, 1843, regulating and fixing
the price of board at $3 per week, for the support of all pa-
tients, who are not supported at the expense of the Common-
wealth, or of any city or town of the State, has failed of effect-
ing the object intended; and for the reasons, as stated in the
memorial, has operated injuriously to the interests of the Hos-
pital. Your Committee would recommend its repeal, and that
the price of board be left to be regulated by the trustees.

Your Committee would congratulate the Legislature, (on
the well-founded expectation.) that the additional accommoda-
tions, contemplated by the last Legislature, in an act passed
March 24th, 1843, “entitled an Act for the enlargement of
the State Lunatic Hospital,” will be completed and furnished,
ready to be occupied, without additional appropriations to the
provisions made in that act, and put into the hands of the
commissioners.

This result was scarcely to have been expected, when it is
recollected that the bill, as it passed the House of Representa-
tives, contained a provision, appropriating the sum of $25,000
in addition to the means finally appropriated for that object.
The basements for the two wings are laid, and ready for the
superstructure, which will be commenced as soon as the spring
opens; and the contracts are so far made, that the commis-
sioners feel confident that unless some unseen contingency
shall occur, they will be enabled to complete the same with
the provision already made. When these additional wings
are completed, the hospital will afford accommodations for
from 400 to 450 patients, which, together with the provision
made at other institutions within the State, for this unfortunate
class of patients, will be adequate to the wants of the Com-
monwealth. If this be so, we are, in this enterprise of benevo-
lence, in advance of any of our sister states; and, if in advance
of any State of this Union, of the whole civilized world. No
where has the mild, humane principle of treatment been more
fairly or successfully tested than in our own Commonwealth;
and the provision which has been made, from time to time, in
behalf of the insane, is alike honorable to her good sense and
liberality.
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With the neatness every where visible, the perfect order and
regularity which reigned throughout the establishment, and
the vigilance and judicious council which has effected these
results, your Committee cannot speak in too high terms of
commendation.

The patients themselves, generally, appeared happy, and
with the exception of some few, who feel that their liberty is
somewhat abridged, by the regulations of the hospital, are
contented. As was aptly expressed by one of the patients,
“every thing is very pleasant here but the keys.” A member
of your Committee spent a Sabbath at the hospital, and at-
tended with a large proportion of the patients and the officers
and others, connected with the institution, religious worship in
the chapel. It was an affecting and gratifying sight, to wit-
ness an audience, mostly composed of persons whose reason
was dethroned, ‘‘sitting and clothed,” and if not in their
“right mind,” yet listening to the instruction of the preacher,
with an attention and decorum, which might well serve as an
admonitory example to many worshipping congregations.

JEHIEL ABBOTT, Chairman.
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RESOLVES
Concerning the State Lunatic Hospital.

Resolved, That the sum of Five Thousand Dollars be,
and hereby is, appropriated to enable the Trustees of the
State Lunatic Hospital to lay an aqueduct, in whole or in
part of iron pipes, to convey water to said hospital; and
to pay damages agreed upon or assessed for lands occupied
in establishing said aqueduct pursuant to the act of eight-
een hundred forty-three, chapter sixty-five ; and his Ex-
cellency the Governor is hereby authorized to draw his
warrant on the Treasurer of the Commonwealth, payable
to the treasurer of said hospital, for the whole or any part
of said sum, whenever thereto requested by said trustees.

Resolved,
That the sum of Two Thousand Dollars be,

and hereby is, appropriated for the purpose of building a
laundry, and suitable appurtenances thereto, for the State
Lunatic Hospital at Worcester, and that the trustees of
said hospital be hereby authorized to build the same ; and
his Excellency the Governor is hereby authorized to draw
his warrant on the Treasurer of the Commonwealth, pay-
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In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-four.
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able to the treasurer of said hospital, for the whole or any
part of said sum, whenever thereto requested by said
trustees.

Resolved, That accounts for the support of lunatic state

paupers, supported at the State Lunatic Hospital, be kept
by the treasurer of said hospital, and that the same as
they accrue, from December first in one year to November
thirtieth in the following year, inclusive, be annually pre-
sented, as other accounts for state paupers are now pre-
sented, for allowance and payment: provided, that the
amount charged for each pauper shall not exceed the sum
of one hundred dollars per year, and for any term less than
one year, the sum of two dollars and fifty cents per week.

Resolved, That the price to be charged for the board
patients at the State Lunatic Hospital, who are not state

paupers, shall in all cases be fixed by the trustees of said
hospital: provided, that the charge for town paupers shall
not exceed the estimated average cost of supporting pa-
tients in said hospital. All provisions of law now existing,
inconsistent with the provisions of these Resolves, are here-
by repealed.




