
SENATE....NO. 56.

Senate, Feb. 26, 1844.

The Committee on Railways and Canals, to which was com-
mitted the petition of Isaac Morse, and others, for extension of
the Fitchburg Rail-road to the line of this State in Winchen-
don, and the petitions of

William Henry, and others,
George W. Strong, and others,
William Slade, and others,
Salmon F. Dutton, and others,
Abraham Adams, and others,
V. Lovell, and others,
Thomas T. Barrett, and others, and
Hiram Howard, and others,

severally in aid of said petition, respectfully submit the accom-
panying Bill.

Per order,

LUCIUS CHILDS, Chairman.

Comratmtocaltl) of JHii.osacljuDttto.
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AN ACT
To Establish the Keene and Winchendon Rail-road Cor-

poration.

B E it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, asfollows:

1 Section 1. Isaac Morse, Salma Hale, and J.
2 Lewis Stackpole, their associates and successors,
3 are hereby made a corporation, by the name of the
4 Keene and Winchendon Rail-road Corporation, with
5 all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the
6 duties, liabilities, and provisions, contained in that
7 part of the thirty-ninth chapter of the Revised Stat-
-8 utes which relates to rail-road corporations, and in
9 the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes and

10 other subsequent acts relating to rail-road corpora-
-11 tions. And the said corporation is hereby author-
-12 ized and empowered to locate, construct, and finally
13 complete a rail-road, with one or more tracks, from

of JHaßsartntßctts.

In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-four.
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14 some convenient point in the town of Winchendon,
15 in the southern boundary of the town of Fitzwilliara,
16 in the State of New Hampshire ; thence in the most
17c onvenient place through said Winchendon to some
18 convenient point upon the rail-road which may be
19 hereafter constructed by the Vermont and Massachu-
-20 setts Rail-road Company, in the town of Ashburnham,
21 near the reservoir, so called, or in Baldwinville, in
22 the town of Templeton, with liberty to said corpora-
-23 tion to enter with their rail-road upon said Vermont
24 and Massachusetts Rail-road, at either of said points,
25 and use the same or any part thereof, paying there-
-26 for such a rate of toll or compensation as the Legis-
-27 lature may from time to time prescribe, or that may
28 be fixed by the provision of any general law of this
29 Commonwealth, complying with such rules and regu-
-30 lations as may be established by said Vermont and
31 Massachusetts Hail-road Company : provided, how-
-32 ever, that said Keene and Winchendon Rail-road Cor-
-33 poration shall not enter upon said Vermont and Mas-
-34 sachusetts Rail-road with any motive power, unless
35 said Vermont and Massachusetts Rail-road Company
36 shall refuse to draw over their road, or some part
87 thereof, the cars of said Keene and Winchendon
38 Rail-road Corporation: and provided, further, that if
39 said Vermont and Massachusetts Rail-road Company
40 shall not, within three years from the first day of
41 April next, locate, construct, and finally complete
42 their rail-road, from the termination of the Fitchburg
43 Rail-road, in Fitchburg, as far as said Baldwinville,
44 as is provided in the third section of the act crea.'-
45 ing said company, then said Keene and Winchendon
46 Rail-road Corporation are hereby authorized andem-
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47 powered to locate, construct, and extend their road
48 through said Ashburnham or Templeton, through
49 Baldwinville and Fitchburg, to some convenient
50 point upon the Fitchburg Rail-road, in the town of
51 Fitchburg, with liberty to said corporation to enter
52 with their rail-road upon said Fitchburg Rail-road,
53 and use the same, paying therefor such a rate of toll
54 as the Legislature may, from time to time, prescribe,
55 and complying with such rules and regulations as
56 said Fitchburg Rail-road Company may adopt; pro-
-57 vided, however, that said Keene and VVinchendon
58 Rail-road Corporation shall not enter upon said
59 Fitchburg Rail-road with any motive power, unless
60 the said Fitchburg Rail-road Company shall refuse
61 to draw over their road, or some part thereof, the
62 cars of said Keene and Winchendon Rail-road.

1 Sect. 2. The capital stock of said Keene and
2 Winchendon Rail-road Corporation shall consist of
3 not more than six thousand shares ; the number of
4 which shall be determined, from time to time, by the
5 directors thereof, and no assessments shall be laid
6 thereon of a greater amount, in the whole, than one
7 hundred dollars on each share.
1 Sect. 3. If the location of said road be not filed,

2 according to law, within four years from the first day
3 of April next, or if said company shall not com-
-4 plete said road to the extent provided for in the first
5 section of this act, according to the terms therein
6 stated, within five years from the first day of April
7 next, then this act shall be null and void.
1 Sect. 4. The Legislature may authorize any
2 company to enter with another rail-road, at any point
3 of said Keene and Winchendon Rail-road, and use



1844.] 5SENATE—No. 56

4 the same, or any part thereof, paying therefor such
5 a rate of toll or compensation as the Legislature may,
6 from time to time, prescribe, or that may be fixed by
7 any general law of this Commonwealth, complying
8 with such rules and regulations as said Keene and
9 Winchendon Kail-road Corporation may prescribe :

10 provided , hoicever, that no other corporation shall
11 enter upon said Keene and Winchendon Rail-road
12 with any motive power, unless the said corporation
13 shall refuse to draw over their road, or any part
14 thereof, the cars of any other rail-road corporation
13 which may be authorized to enter with their rail-
-16 road upon said Keene and Winchendon Rail-road.

1 Sect. 5. The Legislature may, after the expira-
-2 tion of five years from the time when the said rail-
-3 road shall be opened for use, from time to time,
4 reduce the rate of tolls, or other profits, upon said
5 rail-road ; but said tolls, or other profits, shall not,
6 without the consent of said corporation, be so re-
-7 duced as to produce, with said profits, less than ten
8 per cent per annum.
1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.








