
SENATE No. 78.

In Senate, March 8, 1844.

The Special Joint Committee on Rail-roads and Canals, to
whom was referred the petition of Benjamin M. Farley and
others, praying for authority to construct a rail-road from
the New Hampshire line in Dunstable, to the Fitchburg
railroad in Groton, and sundry other petitions in aid of the
aforesaid petition, having considered the same,

REPORT
the accompanying bill.

Per order,

M. LAWRENCE, Chairman.

Commoufoealtlj of iHassacJjuatttß.



[March,2 GROTON BRANCH RAIL-ROAD CO.

AN ACT

To incorporate the Groton Branch Rail-road Company.

IiE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Benjamin M. Farley, Nathaniel P. Smith,
2 and John G. Park, their associates and successors,
3 are hereby made a corporation by the name of the
4 Groton Branch Rail-road Company, with all the pow-
-6 ers and privileges, and subject to all the duties, re-
-6 strictions and liabilities set forth in the forty-fourth
7 chapter of the Revised Statutes, and in that part of
8 the thirty-ninth chapter of said Statutes, relating to

9 rail-road corporations, and in the statutes of one thou-
-10 sand eight hundred and thirty-seven, chapter two hun-
-11 dred and twenty-six, and in the statutes of one thou-
-12 sand eight hundred and thirty-eight, chapter ninety-
-13 nine.

©ommcmUstalt!} of iHassatijuscttc.

In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-four.
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1 Sect. 2. The said company may construct a rail-
-2 road upon the following route, viz :—Commencing at
3 a point upon the Boston and Fitchburg Rail-road, near
4 school-house number twelve, in said Groton, in the
5 county of Middlesex, and from thence passing in a
6 northeasterly direction upon the most eligible route to
7 a point near the house of Stephen Kendall, in said
8 Groton ; thence passing through broad-meadows to
9 the most eligible point upon Main street, in said Gro-

-10 ton, near the house of Amos Bancroft; thence from
11 said Main street, in the same direction, by the most
12 eligible route, to a point near the house of Noah Tor-
-13 rey, in said Groton ; thence in the same direction, by
14 the most eligible route, to some convenient point upon
15 the road leading from Peppered to Dunstable, between
16 Jewett’s Bridge and the house of John Shattuck, in
17 said Groton.

1 Sect. 3. The capital stock of said corporation
2 shall not exceed one hundred and twenty-five thous-
-3 and dollars, and shall be divided into shares of fifty
4 dollars each. And said corporation may invest and
5 hold such part thereof in real estate, as may be con-
-6 venient and necessary for the purposes of their incor-
-7 potation.
1 Sect. 4. The Legislature may, after the expira-

-2 tion of four years from the time when the said rail-
-3 road shall be opened for use, from time to time, alter
4 or reduce the rate of tolls, or other profits upon said
5 road ; but the said tolls shall not, without the consent
6 of such corporation, be so reduced as to produce, with
7 said profits, less than ten per cent, per annum.
1 Sect. 5. If said corporation be not organized, and
2 the location of said road filed with the commissioners
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3 of the county of Middlesex, within three years from
4 the passage of this act, or if the said road be not com-
-6 pleted within six years from the passage of this act,
6 then this act shall be void.
1 Sect. 6. Be it farther enacted, that the said cor-

-2 poration are hereby authorized to enter, with their
3 rail-road, by proper turnouts and switches, on such
4 point of the Boston and Fitchburg Rail-road as is de-
-5 signaled in the second section of this act, viz ; at a
6 point in said Groton, near school-house number twelve,
7 paying for the right to use the same such a rate of
8 tolls as the Legislature may, from time to time, pre-
-9 scribe, and complying with such reasonable rates and

10 regulations as may be established by said Boston and
1] Fitchburg Rail-road Company.

1 Sect. 7. The Legislature may authorize any com-
-2 pany to enter with another rail-road, at any point of
3 said Groton Branch Rail-road, and use the same, or
4 any part thereof, paying therefor such a rate of toll or
5 compensation as the Legislature may, from time to
6 time, prescribe, or that may be fixed under the provi-
-7 sions of any general law of this Commonwealth, com-
-8 plying with the rules and regulations which may be
9 established by said Groton Branch Rail-road Compa-

-10 ny; provided,
however

,
that no other corporation shall

11 enter upon said Groton Branch Rail-road, with any
12 motive power, unless said Groton Branch Rail-road
13 Company shall refuse to draw over their road, or any
14 part thereof, the cars of any other rail-road corpora-
-15 tion which may be authorized to enter with their rail-
-16 road upon said Groton Branch Rail-road.


