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Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider and
report what legislation, (if any,) is necessary to define the
duties of the registers of deeds, in the several counties of the
Commonwealth.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.
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The Committee on the Judiciary, who were ordered by the
Senate to consider and report what legislation, if any, is
necessary to define the duties of registers of deeds, ask leave
to submit the following

At an earlier period of the present session, your committee
were directed to consider whether any further legislation was
necessary, in reference to the fees of the registers of deeds, and
unanimously reported, that further legislation was inexpedient
thereon; and your committee are informed that the subject,
intended to be called to their attention by the present order, is
also that of the fees exacted by them. Your committee are
further informed, that it is the practice of many registers to
exact a fee for the examination, by individuals, of the public
records, during office hours. While there can be no doubt of
the propriety of the register’s exacting and receiving a fee for
any examination which he himself may make, at the request
and for the benefit of any party, your committee believe that
it is also the right of any citizen, at the proper office hours, and
under the proper regulations of the office, to examine for him-
self the public records, in any registry, without any fee what-
soever. The register receives such compensation as the legisla-
ture has deemed sufficient for recording each deed, and indexing
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it according to the form prescribed by the statute, and the books
of record, and the indexes, are alike the property of the public,
in the custody of the register, for the double purpose of safe-
keeping and examination by any party interested therein.

Inasmuch, however, as your committee are of opinion, that
the practice before alluded to, of exacting a fee for the exami-
nation of the records by an individual, is now unwarranted by
any law, and that there is sufficient remedy, if persisted in,
they report that it is inexpedient to legislate on the above order,

C. DEVENS, Jr., for (he Committee.




