
SENATE No. 126.

To the Senate:

I herewith transmit, for the use of the Legislature, the reso-
lutions of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, expressive of their
estimate of the character and public services of our lamented,
beloved fellow-citizen, John Quincy Adams, and “ their sym-
pathy with the people of Massachusetts, and the whole Union,
in the loss sustained by his death.”

The beautiful sentiments of these resolutions, so chastely
and forcibly expressed, and the appropriate and dignified terms
in which they are communicated by the governor of that great
commonwealth, are eminently calculated to strengthen those
feelings of patriotic brotherhood, which animated the hearts of
the people of Pennsylvania and Massachusetts towards each
other, in the common struggle for that liberty which they estab-
lished for themselves and for their posterity, and the desire for
which is at this moment shaking the monarchies and despot-
isms of the old world.

GEO. N. BRIGGS.
Council Chamber, April 21, 1848.

Senate, April 21 , 1848.
Read and sent down

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

MESSAGE.
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Executive Chamber, Harrisburg, April 17, 1848.

Sir,—I have the honor to transmit to you certain resolutions
of the General Assembly of this Commonwealth, and to request
that you will be pleased to communicate them to the legisla-
ture of Massachusetts.

They express the sympathy of Pennsylvania with your state
and the whole Union, in the loss which we have sustained by
the death of your illustrious citizen; and I can only add to
them an assurance, that this sympathy is universally and
deeply felt, as well amongst our people as their representatives.

Yours, very respectfully,
FRANCIS R. SHUNK,

His Excellency George N. Briggs,
Governor of Massachusetts

I have the honor to be,
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Mr. Sanderson, from the Joint Committee of the Senate and
House of Representatives, appointed for the purpose of re-
porting what measures should be adopted to testify the sense
of the Legislature, on the mournful occasion of the death of
John Quincy Adams, made a report, which was read as fol-
lows, viz ;

That they recommend the adoption of the following pream-
ble and resolutions, as expressive of the sense of the legislature
on the melancholy event

In the fulness of ripened and honored old age, the angel of
death has removed from among us one of the fathers of our
common country. In contemplating this sad bereavement, the
retrospect of a well-spent and useful life carries, to the hearts
of the American people, the consolations that the illustrious de-
ceased had performed, in all fidelity, the duties which he owed
to his country, to mankind, and to his God. The annals of
the life of John Quincy Adams furnish, to the people of his
native land, the brightest example of the practical workings of
our republican institutions.

In all the various functions which he exercised, as the pri-
vate secretary, the humble municipal officer, the representative
of his government among other nations, the head of a depart-
ment, the chief of a nation, he exhibited the fidelity to his
trust, the untiring industry, the great learning, and unyielding
devotion to the best interests of his fellow-men, that have, in
all ages, peculiarly marked the character of the patriot. It
is, therefore, in contemplation of these events, that the legisla-
ture and people of Pennsylvania deeply mourn the departure

In Senate, February 25, 1848.

Extract from the Journal
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from his earthly pilgrimage of the venerable and illustrious
Adams.

Be it, therefore,

Resolved, That the senate, and house of representatives, of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, deem it their duty, alike
to the living and to the dead, to him whose whole life was
spent in the service of his country, and to the people over
whom he was once chosen, under the constitution, to preside as
their chief magistrate, to express their deep sense of the irrep-
arable loss which the nation has sustained, in the death of
that great and good man, John Quincy Adams.

Resolved, That the legislature of Pennsylvania feel deeply
impressed with the fact, that in whatsoever relation John Quincy
Adams stood to his countrymen, whether as the executive of
the Union, the head of a department, the minister of his gov-
ernment to a foreign power, the representative of the people in
the councils of the nation, he ever was, and continued to the
end of his life, eminently great and good. Greatness and guilt
have too often been allied; but his fame is as pure and unsul-
lied as it will be enduring. In all spheres, in which he moved
throughout a long and eventful public career, there can be
traced all those high and ennobling qualities which adorn the
Christian statesman,—a private character pure and spotless, a
sense of honor peculiarly strong, a republican simplicity which
commanded the admiration of his countrymen, a thorough and
ardent devotion to his country not excelled by any of his com-
peers, acquirements and learning such as few men of his gen-
eration possessed; and a vigor of intellect and energy of char-
acter which rose superior to every obstacle, and enabled him
successfully to compete with the intellectual giants of the age.

Resolved, That, as a further testimony of respect for the
memory of the deceased, an extract from the journal of each
house, to be signed by the speakers, be communicated to the
governor, with a request that he will forward the same, with a
letter of condolence, to the venerable widow and to the family
of the deceased.
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Resolved, That the governor be requested to forward a copy
of the aforesaid resolutions to the governor of Massachusetts,
the native state of the deceased, with a request that he com-
municate the same to the legislature of said Commonwealth.

VVM. F. PACKER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Attest, Wm. Jack,
Clerk of the House of Representatives.

WM. WILLIAMSON,
Speaker of the Senate.

Attest, Samuel W. Pearson,
Clerk of the Senate.




