
SENATE No..No. 7.

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE

TRUSTEES OF THE STATE REFORM SCHOOL.

The Trustees of the State Reform School, at this season of
annual reports, would present to the governor and council the
following statements, which will show that but little has been
done, or could be done, during the past year, in the performance
of the duties which will devolve upon them under their appoint-
ment.

Soon after that appointment they held a meeting at West-
boro’, and, after completing their organization, appointed three
of their number to have the care and management of the farm
during the season. At a subsequent meeting, one of their num-
ber was designated to act as treasurer until such an officer
should be duly appointed under the authority given by the
legislature. The report of the treasurer, which will accompany
this, will show the present financial condition of the establish-
ment, and the result of our farming operations during the past
year.

It should, however, be stated, that these farming operations
could not be commenced until the beginning of May, two
months after the arrangements of all judicious agriculturists
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should be made, and that all articles for use were to be
procured, and engagements for labor to be made, a full month
after much of the work should have been accomplished. The
employment of nearly one hundred men in the erection of the
building will satisfy the practical farmer that no facilities were
thereby afforded for increasing the productiveness of the farm.
It is due, however, to the commissioners, the superintendent,
and the contractor, to say, that no effort on their part has been
spared to diminish the evils arising from this incumbrance. A
high state of cultivation is not one of the attractive features of
the farm. In this respect much yet remains to be done. Under
all these circumstances, we feel satisfied in being able to state,
that the value of the implements, stock, and produce, on hand,
is sufficient to cover the amount expended, leaving the Com-
monwealth without charge on account of these operations at the
close of the first year.

It will be necessary to build, during the ensuing season, a
farm-house and a barn, the present barn being unfit to be
removed to the proper location, and otherwise insufficient for
our purpose. Some other out-buildings will also be required,
and some of those now on the premises must be removed to a
more convenient location. A considerable addition to the stock
and to the farming utensils will be needed, to enable us to
manage the farm to the best advantage. For these several
purposes, the sum of eight thousand dollars will be wanted.

The same benevolent individual, whose bounty has already
contributed ten thousand dollars to the foundation of this chari-
table establishment, now offers another sum of ten thousand
dollars, provided the state will make a similar appropriation, to
form a permanent fund, the income of which is to be applied,
under the supervision of the trustees, to such purposes as they,
in their discretion, shall direct. It is for the legislature to say,
whether they will secure to the institution this gift, so liberally
proffered, by an appropriation on their part which shall meet
the requirements of the donor.

The progress which has already been made in the erection of
the building, under the care of the commissioners, warrants the
belief that it will be completed and ready to be occupied before



3ISIS.] SENATE—No. 7.

another meeting of the legislature,—probably by the first of
October next. It therefore becomes necessary, at this time, to
ask the appropriations that will be required to carry into effect
the benevolent intentions of the government for the coming
year. For the quarterly salary of the officers, which, in this
contingency, will become due at the close of the year, and fox-
needful provisions and clothing for the children who may be
received there, we think the sum of two thousand dollars will be
needed, and we accordingly request an appropriation of this
amount for these purposes by the present legislature.

All which is respectfully submitted:

THOS. A. GREENE,
Secretary.

Boston, Jan. 12th, 1848

direction of the board,
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To Ills Excellency George N. Briggs, Governor
,

and to the
Honorable Council of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

The Treasurer of the State Reform School respectfully pre-
sents his First Annual Report:

November 30th, 1847.
The treasurer charges himself as follows;

For amount received for butter and milk, . $196 43
“ “ “ “ fruit, ... 37 17
“ “ “ “ one yoke oxen, . 11l 00
“ “ “ “ three cows, . . 95 00
11 “ “ “ pork, .

. 24 96
“ “ “ “ hay and grass, . 31 80

Balance to new account, . . 1,379 31

$l, 875 67

He credits himself as follows:
For payments for stock, . . . $684 10

“ “ “ farming implements, . 423 40
“ “ “ labor and board, . 556 85

“ “ hay and grain, &c. (
. . 126 83

Miscellaneous, . . .
. 84 49

$1,875 67

The item, stock, includes—-
two yoke oxen, ten cows, four swine, . $684 10

Hay, 6,'c.
Hay, 77, com, 19 90, potatoes, 14 09, herds- }

„„

grass and clover seed, 10 76, salt, 5 OS, $ 8,5

Miscellaneous.
Shoeing oxen, &c. . . $ll 27
Paint, 2 42, use of cart and plow, 4, 6 42
One cask lime, 1 12, veterinary surgeon, 4, 512
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Expense driving cattle, . • $6 54
Trustees’ expenses, . • 33 20
Shingles, glass, padlocks, hinges, ox-

balls, nails, lantern, brushes, cards,
butts, screws, twine, whips, strainer
cloth, memorandum books, &c., &c., 21 94

$B4 49
Farming Implements.

1 ox wagon, 2 ox carts, hay and horse
carts, 1 wheelbarrow, . . 292 00

1 harrow, 1 plow, 1 cultivator, 4 shovels,
1 ditching spade, . . . 33 50

12 tie-up chains, 2 draft chains, . 10 34
6 hay forks, 2 manure forks, . . 782
1 hay knife, 3 hoes, 4 iron bars, . 11 15
2 picks, 1 iron rake, 6 wood rakes, . 4 92
5 scythes and snaiths, . . . 759
3ox yokes, 1 stone drag, 1 stone hammer, 20 33
1 hay hook, 5 whetstones, 5 rifles, . 1 84
1 set wooden measures, 1 tin gallon do. 1 38
7 pails, 2 tubs, 30 milk-pans, . . 926
5 baskets, 7 meal-bags, 1 shave, . 5 99
1 plow harness, 2 hammers and wrench, 11 99
1 well-rope, 30 empty casks, . . 479

423 40
Labor, &c., includes all the labor and

board of help on the farm, . .

. 550 85

The money appropriated by the legislature for the purposes
of the farm has not been called for. One thousand dollars has
been received from Hon. A. D. Foster, being the balance
remaining in his hands of the liberal donation, by an unknown
individual, which is to be expended for improvements, and the
treasurer charges himself with that sum, $l,OOO
and credits himself with amount paid for trees, &c., 178 14

Leaving balance to new account of this fund, $B2l 80

GEORGE DENNY.Westboko’, Dec. Ist. 1847
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Boston, Dec. 7th, 1847. The subscriber, as a committee to
audit the accounts of George Denny, Esq., as he is treasurer of
the State Reform School, certifies that he has examined the
same, and finds that they are fully vouched and correctly cast,
and that the balances are properly carried forward to new
accifunt.

WILLIAM T. ANDREWS.


