
SENATE. No. 9.

To Ihe Senate:
I transmit the report of Benjamin Perley Poore, an agent, ap-

pointed in May, 1845, under a resolve passed January 23d, 1545,
“authorizing the governor to take such measures as he may
deem expedient to procure the originals, if practicable, if not,
copies of all such documents in the public offices of Great Brit-
ain and France, as, in his judgment, may serve to complete the
records, or to illustrate the colonial, or other history of the
Commonwealth.”

Mr. Poore’s labors were bestowed on the documents, referred
to in the resolve, to be found in the public archives of France.

From the sources to which he, as agent of this Common-
wealth, was permitted to have access, by the courtesy of the
French government, he has transcribed ten folio volumes of
documents, commencing with the discovery of America, and
extending down to 1780, Two large volumes of engraved
maps, in addition to the ten volumes of documents, complete
the collection.

It is due to Mr. Poore, to say that his agency has been exe-
cuted with great ability and fidelity. The copies presented, are
executed in a style that very much adds to their value as pub-
lic documents.

From the extent, variety, and value, of the documents ob-
tained by Mr. Poore, and from the manner in which the whole
work has been executed, it must be evident to those who exam-
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ine it, that his labors have far exceeded what was contemplated
at the time of his appointment. The contents of the volumes
will be a very great and valuable addition to the stores of his-
torical knowledge in Massachusetts.

Not doubting the willingness of the legislature to make to
Mr. Poore a just remuneration for the important services which
he has rendered the Commonwealth, I recommend such further
provision, for this purpose, as those services require.

I communicate, herewith, letters from Mr. Jared Sparks and
from J. G. Palfrey, late secretary of the Commonwealth, which
go to show the nature, extent, and value, of the documents pro-
cured by Mr. Poore.

Council Chamber, J
Jan. 18(h, 1848. \

GEO. N. BRIGGS,
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REPORT OF BENJAMIN PERLEY POORE,

Employed in France as Historical Agent of the Commonwealth.

To His Excellency George N. Briggs, Governor of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts:

Sir,-—In May, 1845, I had the honor to receive, through the
secretary of the Commonwealth, your instructions to discharge
that portion of the duty which appertained to France, comprised
in a resolution passed by tire general court, authorizing “ the
governor to take such measures as he may deem expedient to
procure the originals, if practicable, if not, copies of such docu-
ments iu the public offices of Great Britain and France, as, in
his judgment, may serve to complete the records, or to illustrate
the colonial, or other history of Massachusetts.”

I had commenced this task in March, 1844, Col. William P.
Winchester, of Boston, having liberally volunteered to defier
all expenses incurred, should the Commonwealth not determine
to secure for its archives the mass of historical matter then, for
the first time, placed within its reach; and which, by one of
those popular commotions peculiar to France, might at any
moment be destroyed. The Massachusetts Historical Society
sent me an official commission to act as their agent, which en-
abled Mr. Henry Ledyard (then charge d’affaires at the court
of France,) to obtain all requisite facilities for examining and
transcribing such documents in the archives of the marine and
colonial departments as I might select; provided it should be
found, upon examination, that their communication would not
be incompatible with the public interest.

The archives into which I was thus liberally admitted by
Baron Mackan, (then minister of the marine and colonies,) were
originally established at Versailles by Louis XIV, and contain
most of the unpublished documents relating to Canada, New-
foundland, and Acadia. The commissions, instructions, and des-
patches, from the French court to its colonial functionaries arc
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neatly copied in bound volumes; but I found the papers received
from America, in the state of deplorable confusion described by
Mr. J. Romeyn Brodhead, who preceded me as historical agent
of the state of New York. “ Dusty, decayed, imperfect, with-
out order, often without a dale to identify the document—a
paper relating to Dieskau’s defeat jostling a despatch of ( mint
Frontenac—an account of Montcalm’s last effort at Quebec
pele-mele with a letter of Governor Dongan —the expedition of
1690 mixed up with the attack upon Fort William Henry—De
la Barre and Du Quesne —the Hurons and Manhattans—Boston
and the Ottawas—side by side, in the most admirable confu-
sion; the contents of the cartons furnish indeed the materials
of a brilliant historical mosaic, whose riches well repay the pa-
tient investigator, but whose lamentable disorder might almost
deter him from the painful research.” After carefully examining
eighty of these cartons, containing from eight to twelve hundred
pages each, written in the almost illegible characters of the past,
Monsieur D’Avezac, the obliging chef des archives, undertook
to classify the papers, a difficult and tedious task, which was
most admirably performed. As they were chronologically ar-
ranged, I perused them a second time, copying alt that 1 deemed
necessary. The copies were submitted to the inspection of a
clerk in the office, who has authenticated them by affixing bis
signature to each.

Marshal Soult liberally granted me unrestrained access to the
archives of the war department, at the request of His Excellency
William R. King, to whom, as well as to the secretary of his
legation, Mr. J. L. Martin, I am indebted for aid and counte-
nance in the prosecution of my labors. There, the papers are
bound in chronological order, and Baron General Pelet, direc-
teur-general des archives, was unremitting in his kind and use-
ful attentions.

Monsieur Guizot, minister of foreign affairs, stated, in reply to
ray application for admission into the archives of his depart-
ment, that “ they contained no documents relating to the par-
ticular history of the States of the Union.” Afterwards, through
the Hon. J. G. Palfrey, (to whose marked kindness I am greatly
indebted for my success,) I obtained a letter from the Secretary
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of State of the United States, praying Monsieur Guizot to equal
the Ministers of War and the Marine in the spirit of broad and
liberal courtesy with which they had thrown open their archives.
Such, however, is the jealous care with which the diplomatic
papers are guarded, that Monsieur Guizot again, though indi-
rectly, refused me access to them, though, in an interview with
which he honored me, he expressed great interest in my mission,
and good feeling towards the Commonwealth. Unwilling to
abandon my original design of procuring all the papers in
France, illustrating the early history of Massachusetts, I then
applied to one of her citizens resident in Paris, Mr. George Sum-
ner. Occupying a deservedly high position in the literary world,
he procured the desired permission from Monsieur Mignet, the
archivisle, and, in the commencement of a series of volumes con-
taining papers sent from Canada, I obtained several valuable
documents.

Copies of important documents were also made in the royal
library, the library of the arsenal, and the depot of maps at Paris;
the libraries of St. Malo, Havre, Dieppe, Rouen, La Rochelle,
and Malta; and the private collections of Messrs. Estancelin,
D’Avezac, Dessalles, Margry, and La Roquette. Directors of
public institutions, and private individuals, were alike ready to
aid my researches and facilitate my labors.

From these sources I have transcribed ten folio volumes of
documents, commencing with the discovery of America, and
extending down to 1780. Those dated from France show the
policy which the court wished its officers in America to main-
tain towards Massachusetts. Her industrious citizens are re-
peatedly cited as models for the Canadians to follow in ex-
tending their commerce with the West Indies, their fisheries,
manufactures ofpotash, &c.; while attempts are made, by severe
edicts, to prevent the Indians and trappers carrying their peltries
to Boston, where they were led by the high prices paid them,
and the excellence and low prices of the merchandize. For
many years hopes were entertained of subjecting New England
to the French rule and the domination of the church of Rome;
and when this was found to be impracticable, it was decided to
encourage her inhabitants in the “rebellious disposition” which
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they had long evinced. As early as 1711 an envoy was sent to
Boston, to assure the general court that, if they would not de-
mand troops from Great Britain, the Indian hostilities should
be at once discontinued, and a treaty made with them by the
governor of Canada. In addition to the despatches sent to
America, there are others addressed to the French ambassador
at London, on the boundaries; to the governors of the West In-
dia islands, on their commerce with New England; and to na-
val officers, on the fisheries.

The documents dated from America consist of extracts from
the long reports and the private letters of the governors,
intendants, military officers, and clergy of Canada, Newfound-
land, and Acadia; relations of the intelligence obtained from
Boston, with several detailed schemes for the conquest of that
city and the adjacent towns; reports of the movements of the
French troops and their savage allies; treaties for the exchange
of prisoners; much respecting the Abenaquis tribe of Indians, a
continual bone of contention ; letters from the French authori-
ties to the governors of Massachusetts, and others addressed to
them by Sir Wm. Phipps, Admiral Warren, Benjamin Faneuil,
Governors Stoughton, Dudley, Shute, Shirley, Dummer, ct al.
They commence with the expedition of De Monts, —who visited
the shores of Massachusetts fifteen years before our pilgrim
fathers,—and extend to the close of the revolution, giving the
French side of all civil and military transactions between New
England and New France. “I cannot imagine,” wrote the
Hon. J. T. Austin to Gov. Lincoln, “an object more interesting
to the people of Massachusetts than to preserve the details of
events so honorable to the patriotism and self-devotion of their
ancestors, and to draw from the records of their ancient enemy
that tribute of admiration and respect which the chivalrous and
veteran foe willingly tendered to his young and almost unknown
opponent.”

The documents are illustrated by water-color sketches show-
ing the uniforms worn by the various French regiments engaged
against the New England troops, from the original drawings at
the war department, and numerous engraved portraits, repre-
sentations of battles, &■c. There are likewise fac-sirailes of all
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the various hand-writings, including specimens of Indian auto-
graphy, and several old printed treaties.

Two large volumes of engraved maps, embracing many of
great value, complete the collection. The greater part of the
documents being in French, I am now engaged in compiling an
English catalogue of them, with an analysis of each paper.
When thus perfected, I trust that the documents collected in
France may be judged worthy of a place in the rich archives of
the Commonwealth : the birth-inheritance of her sons, where
they find those records of the olden time which prove their high
national descent, and inspire a patriotic determination to main-
tain the principles then established. “In proportion,” says
Lord Bacon, “as men’s minds are influenced by a natural love
of their country, so must they feel a desire to become familiar
with the most authentic accounts of its origin, its progress
towards civilization, and (he circumstances leading to its
present importance in the scale of nations.”

Very respectfully,

Your Excellency’s obedient servant,

BEN: PERLEY POORE.

Indian Hill Farm, near
Newbnryporl, Dec. 28lh, 1847

I have the honor to be, sir,
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Secretary's Office, Boston, )

December Is/, 1847. )

Sir,-—I have the honor to report to your Excellency, that
ten folio volumes of manuscript copies, from the French offices,
of documents illustrative of the colonial and provincial history
of Massachusetts and of New England, together with a nu-
merous collection of maps, prints, and pictorial illustrations, of
great curiosity and interest, have been deposited in this office
by Mr. B. P. Poore, appointed to this service by your Excellency,
under the authority of the resolve of 1845, chap. 3. I shall
cause the volumes to be suitably bound, by the end of this
month, when they will be ready for the inspection of the legis-
lature and its committees.

Massachusetts has thus followed, with signal success, an ex-
ample from which, though of but recent origin, historical learn-
ing has already reaped abundant fruits. Those most authentic
materials for history, which are preserved in the public archives
of nations, are not readily communicated to private inquirers,
and arc only to be effectually reached through the application
of governments interested in the information they contain,
responded to by the courtesy of the governments which have
them in their custodv.

The first application of the kind is believed to have been
made by France to England, in 1762, when the Marquis de
Breqnigny, member of the Academy, Avas sent to London
with a numerous suite of copyists. He remained there two
years, and received for his compensation a hundred thousand
livres, (twenty thousand dollars,) and a life pension of six
thousand livres, though the documents he carried home were
not of remarkable importance. Since that time, and particu-

eontmontocaUfj of



91848.] SENATE—No. 9.

2

larly since the historians, Thiers and Guizot, have been at the
head of the French administration, agents have been employed
in various capitals of Europe in the prosecution of the same
investigations.

Of late, a general desire to make similar contributions to a
true and faithful record of the past has manifested itself in dif-
ferent parts of the United States. Ten years ago, the Rev. Mr.
Howard, sent to London by the State of Georgia, obtained per-
mission from Lord Palmerston, then foreign secretary, to inspect,
and make extracts from, the documents in the State Paper
Office, illustrating the history of that State. The copies brought
home by him, filling twenty-two folio volumes, at an expense
exceeding six thousand dollars, are described in a Report of
the Georgia Historical Society, under whose auspices further
gleanings have since been made.

In 1841, Mr. John R. Brodhead, now secretary of the Ameri-
can legation at London, was appointed the agent of the state of
New York for the same purpose. His Final Report, a volume
of four hundred pages, contains a list of the papers copied by
him. They constitute fifty volumes in all, seventeen of which
were obtained in Paris. Upwards of sixteen thousand dollars
were liberally appropriated by New York to meet the expenses
of this enterprise.

Through the instrumentality of Governor Cass, lately minis-
ter to the court of France, Michigan has obtained transcripts of
the documents in the public offices of that kingdom, relating to
her early history. Louisiana, through Mr. Forestall, has ob-
tained a large quantity of manuscript of the same description,
and Mr. Papineau has brought to Canada several volumes,
copied by him in Paris, relating to the settlement and progress
of the French colonies.

It is believed that the ten volumes procured by Mr. Poore, for
Massachusetts, contain more matter than the seventeen copied
by Mr. Brodhead in Paris, in addition to the numerous draw-
ings, engravings, printed papers, and maps. It is impossible
for any one, who has not made thorough personal examination
of the French archives, to say that the transcripts of Mr. Poore
contain every thing from that source which would be useful



[Jan.10 PUBLIC DOCUMENTS.

for the purpose contemplated by the general court in estab-
lishing his agency. But the collection bears the amplest testi-
mony to his diligence, and skill and judgment in investigation ;

and the execution is of unsurpassed beauty. He has also done
more than would have satisfied his contract,—the uniform tran-
scription in his own hand-writing, and the illustrations, exe-
cuted with no little labor and finish, being so much beyond
what was engaged for, and several of the rare maps and other
prints having been procured at heavy expense. The most cur-
sory inspection will show that Massachusetts has been emi-
nently fortunate in her agent, and, through his labors, has
made an addition of exceeding value to the stores of historical
knowledge.

I have the honor to be, most respectfully,
Your Excellency’s obedient servant,

JOHN G. PALFREY.

Secretary's Office, Boston, f
January sth, 1848. $

Sir, —I have the honor to place in your Excellency’s hands
a note received by me from Mr. Sparks, relating to the papers
collected by Mr. Poore, in Paris.

I have the honor to be, most respectfully,
Your Excellency’s obedient servant,

JOHN G. PALFREY.
His Excellency the Governor.

commontotaUfj of iHasoacljusrtto.
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Cambridge, Jan. 3d. 1848.

Dear Sir,—I have examined a large portion of the manu-
scripts relating to the early history of Massachusetts, which
Mr. Poore has procured from the public offices in France. No
one can fail to perceive the value and importance of this collec-
tion, as furnishing historical materials, who recollects that the
French were our neighbors in Canada, and on our eastern bor-
ders, for more than a century and a half, and that, during this
period, there were long and frequent wars between the English
and French, in which New England was deeply engaged. On
our side, the story of these events is told by our own historians,
or may be found on the public records; but the designs and
policy of the French government, and the transactions to which
they led, can be learned only from the documents in the ar-
chives of France. It is obvious, that the facts to be derived
from these sources are essential to an accurate and complete
history of the colonial age of New England.

It was the object of Mr. Poore’s mission, as I understand it,
to search for this description of papers in the public offices of
Paris, and to procure copies of all such as should contribute to
illustrate this interesting period of our history. By the cour-
tesy of the French government, extended to him in consequence
of his being an official agent from Massachusetts, he was al-
lowed free access to the archives in the different departments.
From my own experience in pursuing kindred researches in the
same offices, and from an inspection of many of the papers he
has obtained, I am convinced that he has executed his mission
with fidelity, perseverance, and all the success which the na-
ture of the task would admit. The copies are also presented
in a style of execution which adds greatly to the facility of
consulting them; and the value of the collection is much en-
hanced by a series of ancient and rare maps, which he has
appended to it.

JARED SPARKS.
Hon. John G. Palfrey,

Secretary of State.

I am, dear sir, respectfully and truly yours




