
SENATE No.No. 12.

In Senate, January 20th, 1848.

The committee on the judiciary, to which was committed the
bill relating to sidewalks in cities, report said bill as taken into
a new draft.

Per order,

GEORGE T. BIGELOW, Chairman,
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Eight.

AN ACT
Relating to Sidewalks in Cities.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court asseinbled, and by the authority of
the same, asfollows:

1 Sect. 1. The city council of any city in this Com-
-2 monwealth, after giving seven days’ notice to the
3 proprietors of land abutting thereon, may order per-
-4 manent sidewalks to be constructed on any of the
5 streets or public squares in such city in front of build-
-6 ings, and temporary sidewalks not exceeding sixty
7 feet in length, in front of vacant lots, at the expense
8 of said proprietors or of said city, either in whole or
9 in part, as said council shall determine.

1 Sect. 2. The order of the city council shall de-
-2 signate the nature of the sidewalk to be constructed,
3 and thirty days, after the making of such order, shall
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4 be allowed to the abutting owner, within which he
5 may complete the said sidewalk to the acceptance of
6 the city council, in which case he shall receive from
7 said city the amount, if any, to be paid by it ; and
8 if said sidewalk shall not be so completed within said
9 thirty days, the city council may cause the same to

10 be constructed by the city, and so much of the ex-
-11 pense of such construction as may be ordered by the
12 city council jnay be recovered of such abutting own-
-13 er, by said city, in an action on the case.

1 Sect. 3. All such sidewalks, so constructed and
2 accepted by the city council, shall be maintained, at
3 the expense of said city, so long as the convenience
4 of the inhabitants thereof may require.

1 Sect. 4. If, at any time after such temporary
2 sidewalks shall have been constructed, in pursu-
-3 ance of the foregoing provisions, by order of the city
4 council, in front of any vacant lots, said lands shall
5 be built upon, the city council, notice being first given
6 in conformity with section first of this act, may order
7 permanent sidewalks to be constructed in front of the
8 same, as it might have done if no temporary side-
-9 walks had been previously ordered : provided, how-

10 ever, that in all such cases an amount, at least equal
11 to that expended by such owner for the construction
12 of the temporary sidewalks, shall be allowed to him
13 by the city council, if said permanent sidewalks shall
14 be constructed by him, or shall be deducted from the
15 amount to be paid by said owner, if said permanent
16 sidewalks shall be constructed by the city.



4 [Jan. 1848.]SIDEWALKS.

1 Sect. 5. Nothing contained in this act shall be
2 construed so as to impair any rights which towns or
3 cities now have to construct sidewalks at their own
4 expense, in the streets of said towns and cities, and
5 to set out and appropriate therefor such parts of any
6 street as they may deem necessary and proper for
7 the convenience of foot-passengers.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall not take effect in any city
2 until it shall have been adopted by the city council
3 thereof.


