
SENATE. No. 39.

At a special meeting of the qualified voters of the town of
Pawtucket, legally called, and held at the Town Hall in said
town, on Friday, February 4th, 184S, the following order and
protest were unanimously adopted;—

Ordered, That the town clerk make and certify two copies
of this order, and the following protest, and send one of them to
the representative from this town in the General Court of this
State, and one copy to one of the senators from Bristol County,
with the request that they will present them to the respective
branches of the legislature, of which they are members.

PROTEST.

Whereas, it has been made known to the inhabitants of the
town of Pawtucket, that commissioners, appointed by the state
of Massachusetts, have made an agreement with the commis-
sioners from Rhode Island, and reported the same to the govern-
ment of this state for its confirmation, by which they agree to
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run a line northerly from Bullock’s Neck, “on the easterly side
of the river that runneth towards Providence, higher called
Seekonk River, in the line of ordinary high-water mark, to
Pawtucket Falls;” and “from Pawtucket Falls, at a point on the
easterly side thereof, the said line shall run northerly along the
centre of the river to a point where a due south line, drawn
from Burnt Swamp Corner,” meets the river; thence in a due
north line to said Burnt Swamp Corner, —and to make the same
the dividing line between this Commonwealth and the state of
Rhode Island, by which a part of it becomes the westerly line
df this town : And whereas, by the confirmation of said line by
the legislature, as the boundary line of this Commonwealth,
this town will be deprived of an undisturbed jurisdiction, over
the flats on the easterly side of the Pawtucket River, extending
back to the settlement of the country, and over all the wharves
and other erections on the same side of said river, from the
time when they were built, and which are of vast value to this
town; by means whereof, the people of this town are likely to
be deprived of the rights to maintain their wharves and to build
new ones, and to protect and foster their own trade; which will
be vastly to the detriment of the people of this town, and also
to this Commonwealth : And whereas, by the line agreed on
by the commissioners aforesaid, north from Pawtucket Falls,
this town will be deprived of the right to govern and tax prop-
erty of nearly, or quite, a million dollars in value, and about
fifteen hundred inhabitants, that as truly belong to, and lie with
this town, as any of the remainder that has been left us: And
whereas, no compensation is given to this town for her serious
loss, or obtained by the Commonwealth for assenting thereto,
while great injury is likely to result to both therefrom;—therefore,
the inhabitants of said town of Pawtucket respectfully and
solemnly protest against the establishment, by the legislature ot

this Commonwealth, of the line recommended by said commis-
sioners, that the ancient rights and jurisdiction of this town,
and of this Commonwealth, may be left unimpaired; that they
may not be sent to a foreign court for redress of wrongs that
they may suffer on our own shore of their great public high-
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way; and that all the trade of their place may not be sub-
jected to a jealous foreign legislature; but, that they may be
protected by the government of this Commonwealth in all our
ancient rights and privileges.

Attest,
ALVIN O. REED,

Town Clerk.




