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In Senate, Jan. 17th, 1848.

Ordered, That Messrs. Taylor and Bradley, with such as
the House may join, be a Committee to consider the expediency
of repealing or amending the laws for the support of State
Paupers, and of making any alteration or amendment of the
laws for the support of Lunatic Paupers.

Sent down for concurrence.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Jan. 18, 1848.
Concurred,—and the House, on their part, join

Messrs. Williams, of Taunton,
Boutwell, of Groton,
Branning, of Tyringham,
B. Smith, of Boston, and
Decreet, of Springfield.

C. W. STOREY, Clerk.
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In Senate, March 2d, 1848.

The Special Joint Committee, who were instructed by an
Order of the Senate, January 17th, 1848, to consider the ex-
pediency of repealing or amending the laws for the support of
State Paupers, and of making any alterations or amendments of
the laws for the support of Lunatic Paupers, report the accom-
panying bill.

LEVI TAYLOR. Chairman.
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Eight.

AN ACT

Concerning State Lunatic Paupers.

Be it enacted by (he Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority cf
the same, asfollows :

1 Sect. 1. No account for the support of any lu-
-2 natic state pauper shall be allowed and pari to any
3 county, city, town, or lunatic hospital, in this Com-
-4 monwealth, unless the first account hereafter ren-
-5 dered shall be accompanied with a certificate of the
6 commissioners appointed under the authority of this
7 act.

1 Sect. 2. No subsequent account for the support
2of such paupers shall be allowed and paid to any
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3 county, city, town, or lunatic hospital, unless the
4 county commissioners of the county, or overseers of
5 the poor of the city or town, or superintendent of
6 the lunatic hospital, claiming such allowance, shall
7 certify, i nder oath, that each pauper for whom such
8 support is claimed, continues to be actually insane.

1 Sect. 3. Three persons in each county of this
2 Commonwealth, two of whom shall be physicians of
3 good professional standing, shall be appointed and
4 commissioned by the governor, with the advice and
5 consent of the council, as commissioners of lunacy,
6 to continue in office during the pleasure of the gov-
-7 ernor ; and said commissioners shall investigate and
8 determine all cases of supposed insanity of state pau-
-9 pers who may be subject to be supported by any

10 county, city, or town, whose case shall be presented
11 to them, and they, or a majority of them, when satis-
-12 fied that any such state pauper is actually insane, and
13 actually a state pauper within the meaning of the
14 laws of the Commonwealth on that subject, shall so
15 certify to the party making application for such in-
-16 vestigation ; and said commissioners shall, also, on
17 or before the first day of January in each year, make
18 a return to the secretary of the Commonwealth, of
19 the names and places of residence of all persons so

20 certified to be insane and actually state paupers.

1 Sect. 4. Each of said commissioners shall re-
-2 ceive for his services, from the party ma'king appli-
-3 cation therefor, the sum of three dollars for each and
4 every day in which he may be employed, and five
5 cents for each mile of necessary travel.


