
SENATE No. 73.

The Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to which was
committed the petition of Marshall Preston and others, praying
for authority to locate and construct a branch railroad from the
Billerica and Tewksbury Depot of the Boston and Lowell Rail-
road to the centre of the town of Billerica, report the accompa-
nying Bill.

A. D. FOSTER, Chairman.

©ommonUiealtij of i&aosacljusetts.

In Senate, March 8, 1848.
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&ommontoeal«) of jEaosartjusmts*

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Eight.

AN ACT
To incorporate the Billerica Branch Railroad Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Marshall Preston, John Baldwin, and
2 Joshua Bennett, their associates and successors, are
3 hereby made a corporation, by the name of the Bille-
-4 rica Branch Railroad Company, with all the powers
5 and privileges, and subject to all the duties, restric-
-6 tions, and liabilities, contained in the forty-fourth
7 chapter of the Revised Statutes, and in that part ot
8 the thirty-ninth chapter of said statutes relating to

9 railroad corporations, and in all general laws which
10 are now, or may be hereafter, in force respecting rail-
-11 roads in this Commonwealth.
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1 Sect. 2. The said corporation is hereby authorized
2 to locate, construct, and maintain, a railroad within
3 the town of Billerica, in the county of Middlesex,
4 commencing at some convenient point on the Boston
5 and Lowell Railroad, at or near the Billerica and
6 Tewksbury Depot, so called, and thence running in a
7 south-westerly direction, to some suitable point for a
8 depot, at or near the First Parish meeting-house, in
9 the centre of said town of Billerica.

1 Sect. 3. The capital stock of said corporation
2 shall consist of not more than five hundred shares of
3 one hundred dollars each, the number of which shall
4 be determined, from time to time, by the directors of
5 said corporation ; and the said corporation may take,
6 purchase, and hold, such real estate, on the line of
7 said railroad, and may purchase and hold such cars,
8 engines, and other personal property, as may be
9 necessary and convenient for the purposes of their in-

-10 corporation.

1 Sect. 4. The corporation hereby established, may
2 enter upon, and unite their railroad, by proper turnouts
3 and switches, with the Boston and Lowell Railroad,
4 at some convenient place in said Billerica, and use
5 said Boston and Lowell Railroad, or any part thereof,
6 by complying with such reasonable rules and regula-
-7 tions, as said Boston and Lowell Railroad Corpora-
-8 tion may prescribe, or as may be determined accord-
-9 ing to the provisions of law.
1 Sect. 5. The legislature may authorize any cor-

-2 poration to enter, with another railroad, upon and use
3 the said Billerica Branch Railroad, or any part thereof,
4 by complying with such reasonable rules and regula-
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5 tions as the Billerica Branch Railroad Corporation
6 may prescribe, or as may be determined according to
7 the provisions of law.

1 Sect. 6. The legislature may, after the expiration
2 of four years from the time when said railroad shall
3 be opened for use, from time to time, alter or reduce
4 the rate of tolls, or other profits, upon said railroad ;

5 but the said tolls nr profits shall not, without the con-
-6 sent of said corporation, be so reduced, as to produce
7 less than ten per cent, per annum upon the investment
8 of said corporation.

1 Sect. 7. If said corporation be not organized, and
2 the location of their road filed with the county com-
-3 missioners of the said county of Middlesex, within
4 two years from the passing of this act, and if their
5 said road shall not be constructed within three years
6 from said time, this act shall be void.

1 Sect. 8. Said Billerica Branch Railroad Corpora-
-2 tion are hereby authorized and empowered to transfer
3 their rights, privileges, and franchise, under this char-
-4 ter, to the Boston and Lowell Railroad Corporation;
5 and said Boston and Lowell Railroad Corporation are

6 hereby authorized to receive and hold the same, when-
7 ever a majority, in interest, of the stockholders of the
8 two corporations respectively shall elect so to do ; and,
9 for this purpose, the Boston and Lowell Railroad Cor-

-10 poration may increase their capital stock to the amount
11 of fifty thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 9. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


