
SENATE....No. 14.

MESSAGE.

Council Chamber, 21 January, 1850.
To the Senate:

I communicate herewith, for the use of the Legislature, a
report from the superintendent of alien passengers for the city
of Boston, on the subject of alien passengers and foreign pau-
pers. This report presents facts of great importance for the
consideration of the Legislature.

Whilst the number of persons chargeable to the Common-
wealth, having a settlement within it in 1848 was only 85
more than the number of the same class in 1838, the number
of foreign paupers in 1848 was 4,648 more than it was in 1838.

The whole expense of foreign paupers for the last eleven
years, above the amount received for alien passengers and on
bonds, is more than $737,000.

GEO. N. BRIGGS.
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To His Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth, of Mas
sachusetts

Sir,—In a communication presented to you in April last. 1
stated that the arrival of emigrants in Boston, the current year,
would far exceed the number of any preceding year, and their
condition, in a pecuniary point, would be no better.

By an examination of the following report, which I have
used some little care in preparing, I think the predictions then
made, are fully realized.

Having the facts continually before me, seeing so much
misery, wretchedness, poverty, and misfortune, I have no doubt
I shall be fully excused in presenting them to your excellency.
I, therefore, most respectfully submit a correct

REPORT

of the number of vessels which have brought aliens to the port
of Boston, from January Ist, 1849, to January Ist, 1850; the
ports from whence they sailed ; the number of passengers ; their
condition; and how permitted to land under the existing law ;

also such other matter as has come , under my observation as
superintendent of alien passengers.

I have boarded ten hundred and seventeen vessels, in which
were brought the following numbers :

Number of those who had been in the State before, 3,912
Number for which bonds have been taken, . . 2,598
Number for which head money has been received, . 11,548
Number for which no security or tax has been re-

ceived, as per decision of supreme court, .
. 16,815

Total. 34,873
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The foregoing passengers were from the following ports in
such vessels as is hereunto annexed, viz :

In 32 English vessels from Liverpool, . 4,037
In 41 English vessels from Ireland, . . 4,341
In 665 English vessels from the Provinces, . 5,191

13,569
In 68 American vessels from Liverpool, . 13,350
In 9 American vessels from Ireland, . 1,510
In 69 American vessels from the Provinces, 4,662
In 133 American vessels from all other ports, 1,782

21,304

34,873

The principal part of those arrived are Irish laborers, say
three fourths,* and the balance from all nations, of all profes-
sions and occupations.

The condition of passengers, so far as relates to their health,
(notwithstanding the cholera has been among them to some
extent,) has been better than the two preceding years, but their
poverty is full up to the usual standard. Not only have large
families of children been sent for by their parents, who have
managed to get money sufficient to pay their passage to this
country, but many orphan children and paupers, of the most
unfortunate kind, assisted (by their landlord) to this country,
and will very soon become inmates of our public institutions,
in fact, many are already there; for all such, as far as I could
learn the facts, bonds have been required.

In addition to those direct from Ireland, we have had many
of the most unfortunate and poor from Prince Edward's Island,
St. Johns, N. 8., and St. Johns, N. F.; indeed, it appears to
me a settled fact, that this country has , and will continue to
receive, all the poor and unfortunate of all countries, and if
such be the case, our present law is not sufficient to ameliorate
their condition and protect our own people.

By the decision of the Supreme Court of United States, in
the case of Norris versus City of Boston, it was declared to be
unconstitutional to collect head money, the notice of which
was sent me June Ist, and presented to your excellency forth-
with.

* Domestic servants and children.
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By said decision and your advice, no head money has been
collected since that time.

If the Legislature shall think proper to make any change in
the present law, it will afford me great pleasure to render what
little assistance I can in furnishing any facts in my power.

Soon after the notice of the decision was received by me,
notice was given, through the public journals, that no more
head-money would be collected, and very soon the firms of
Hamden & Co., Enoch Train & Co., and James Cunningham,
each commenced a separate action against me as superintend-
ent of alien passengers, in the sum of $20,000 for money paid
for the passengers as head money, and the sum of $13,800
which was deposited in the Merchant’s Bank, for the Common-
wealth, was trusteed.

The facts were presented to Samuel D. Parker, Esq., and he
requested to defend the case.

Having been requested by one of the board of health of
Boston, to furnish lists of expenditures and receipts of foreign
paupers for a series of years, to enable them to confer with the
several boards that are to meet in Philadelphia this month, I
presented to them a table, of which the following is a copy:
Pauper Statistics of Massachusetts, from 1838 to 1849, 11 years

inclusive.
--- -

|
- r

Whole Whole Ex- Aver- j Whole Am'l paid Ain't paid Ain't paid
Year. No. Pan- pensc of their age Cost No. For- for their Sup- by Common- by the several

pers. j Support. to each.l eigners. port. wealth. Towns.

1838 13,960 #310,197 76j#22 22! 2765 #61,438 #46,268 45 #15,169 85
1839 14,541 323,099 29 22 22 2880 63,993 60j 48,246 58 15,747 02
1840 13,733 305,149 33 22 25 ! 2720 60,520 00 ! 45,805 28 : 14,714 72
1841 13,148 308,885 97 23 49| 2560 60,134 40j 55,207 27 4,927 13
1842 13,688 306,070 01 22 36! 2805 62,719 80 47,953 84 14,765 96
1843 15,655 286,986 69 18 33| 3737 68,499 21 56,529 64 11,969 57
1844 14,308 299,367 23 20 92) 3663 76,629 96 69,159 20 7,470 76
1845 14,161 301,360 47 21 28 3582 76,224 96 67,738 73 15,663 17
1846 15,261 301,607 08 19 76 1 4411 87,161 36 60,561 79 19,422 63
1847 18,717 347,411 19 18 56[ 7035 130,596 60 63,949 43 66,620 17
1848 18,693 372,749 75 19 94j 7413 147,815 22 83,033 67j 64,781 55

165,8653,462,884 74,1 21 09)43,571 895,706 41 644,454 43 251,252 53
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Head Money, Sfc. received on account of Alien Passengers , from
1837 to 1848, inclusive.

v No. of Alien Paid Am’tpaid out for Paid to City andi Total.* ear> 1 Passengers. Head Money. Expenses, &c. State authorities.!

1837 1 2,594 $5,188 00 $974 55 $4,213 45 $5,188 00
1838 ! 1,138 2,276 00 1080 95 1,195 05 2,276 00
1839 i 1,709 3,418 00 722 34 2,695 66 3,418 00
1840 > 3,237 6,474 00 3749 31 2,724 64 6,474 00
1841 ! 3,649 7,298 00 4154 37 3,143 63 7,298 00
1842 I 5,445 10,890 00 4658 61 6,231 39 10,890 00
1843 I 2,411 4,822 00 3695 75 1,126 25 4,822 00
1844 4,602 9,204 00 3439 98 5,764 02 9,204 00
1845 i 8,550 17,100 00 5573 61 11,526 39 17,100 00
1846 ! 15,504 31,008 00 9327 07 22,496 07 31,008 00
1847 i 12,990 25,980 00 3483 93 21,680 93 25,980 00
1847 j 11,255 22,510 00 1442 48 21,067 52 22,510 00
1848 6,784 13,568 00 1226 07 12,341 93 13,568 00
1848*( 18,258 36,516 00 3551 32 32,964 68 36,516 00

98,126 196,252 00 47,080 39 149-171 61 196,252 00

Collected and paid over to the City, as bond money, 8,970 02

5205,222 02
* All Head Money, previous to May 10,1848, was paid to the City of Boston.

RECAPITULATION.

Whole number of foreigners assisted, is 42,928. at $895,706 41
Amount of money received, . $205,222 02
Less expenses in sending home, . 47,080 39

158,141 63

$737,564 78

By the foregoing tables, it will be seen nearly all of the in-
crease of expenditures for paupers is on the side of foreigners,
as follows:

In 1848, the number of American, or settlement
paupers, were ..... 11,280

In 1838, the number of American, or settlement
paupers, were . . . , . 11,195

Increase in eleven years. .... 85
Or less than three quarters of 1 per cent., II 280



7,413
2,765

4,648

J. B. MUNROE,

[Jan. 1850.ALIEN PAUPERS.6

In 1848 the number of foreign paupers were
In 1838 the number of foreign paupers were

There is many items which I should have mentioned, but as
1 see by your excellency’s message to the Legislature, that the
subject is called to their particular attention, I presume an
opportunity will be offered at some time during the present
session.

To His Excellency George N. Briggs,
Governor of Commonwealth of Mass.

Superintendent of Alien Passengers.

Most respectfully yours,

Increase in eleven years, or about 268X V per cent.,


