
SENATE. ...No. 29.

Ordered, That the Committee on Public Charitable Institu-
tions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing,
by law, for the removal to the State Lunatic Hospital of any
convict who may be confined in any of the jails or houses of
correction in the Commonwealth, under sentence, if he shall
become insane after his commitment, and before the expiration
of the period of his sentence.

Sent down for concurrence.

OHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, February 7th, 1850.
Concurred,

C. W. STOREY, Clerk.

£ommontocaUJj of J^assacljitsetts.

In Senate, February 6th, 1850.



[Feb.A INSANE CONVICTS.

AN ACT
For the removal of Insane Convicts from Jails and

Houses of Correction.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same , as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Whenever a convict, confined in any of
2 the jails or houses of correction, in this Common-
-3 wealth, shall be, or become, insane, it shall be the
4 duty of the keeper of the jail or house of correction,
5 wherein such convict is confined, to give information
6 thereof, in a written statement, to he by him signed,
7 to the judge of probate of the county in which such
8 jail or house of correction is situated.

1 Sect. 2. The judge of probate, upon receiving
2 such written information, shall forthwith proceed to
3 investigate the subject-matter thereof, and for that
4 purpose, may issue all suitable processes to bring the
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5 said convict, and to require the attendance of all
6 necessary witnesses, before him. And if, upon such
7 investigation, it shall appear to him that the said
8 convict is insane, and that he cannot be properly
9 secured or taken care of, in such jail or house of cor-

-10 rection, it shall be his duty to issue his warrant, un-
it der the seal of the court of probate, to the keeper of
12 the jail or house of correction wherein such convict
13 is confined, authorizing and directing him to remove
14 such convict to the State Lunatic Hospital, at Worces-
-15 ter, there to be kept until, in the opinion of the su-
-16 perintendent and trustees thereof, he may be dis-
-17 charged therefrom consistent with his health and the
18 public safety. And when the said superintendent
19 and the said trustees shall be so satisfied, the super-
-20 intendent shall certify such fact upon the warrant
21 aforesaid. And if any part of the term, for which
22 said convict was sentenced, shall remain unexpired,
23 he shall give notice of such certificate to the keeper
24 of the jail or house of correction from which the
25 said convict was removed to the hospital; and the
26 said keeper shall thereupon, cause the said convict to
27 be reconveyed to such jail, or house of correction,
28 and suffer the residue of his sentence, pursuant to his
29 original conviction.

1 Sect. 3. The costs of such investigation for issu-
-2 ing and serving process, and for the attendance of
3 witnesses, shall be the same established by law upon
4 complaints made to justices of the peace; and the
5 same shall be allowed by the court of common pleas,
6 and paid by the treasurer of the county where the
7 same is allowed, and he shall be credited for the
8 same, in his account with the treasurer of the Com-
-9 monwealth.




