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I have received from the Governor of the State of Virginia,
and herewith transmit to you, the resolutions of the General
Assembly of that Commonwealth, on the “ Wilmot Proviso and
kindred subjects.”

The sentiments and tone of these resolves, coming from the
legislature of an ancient and honored sister commonwealth,
are well calculated to fill the mind with sadness.

The purpose, avowed by the people of the free states, of ar-
resting the further extension of slavery, has produced a high
state of excitement among our fellow citizens of the slave
states. They charge the North with being unfriendly to their
interests, and with making aggressions upon their rights. If the
charge is well founded, it is well calculated to produce excite-
ment. Though other things enter into the contest, the main
point in issue is, whether slavery shall be extended into territo-
ries belonging to the United States which are now free. In
this unfortunate sectional question, it would be well for each
party to consider that the other has rights. The policy of ex-
cluding slavery from the territories of the Union, originated in
Virginia, and was supported by the unanimous vote of four
other Southern states. The legislature of Virginia now inti-
mate, that the Union cannot survive the reassertion and contin-
uance of this policy.

The South claim the right of going into any of the public ter-
ritories with their property, and say that the exclusion of sla-
very will exclude the people of the slaveholding states from
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those territories. Suppose this to be true, it is equally true,
that with the opinions which the people of the free states enter-
tain, upon the moral and civil character of the institution of
slavery, and the incompatibility of free and slave labor existing
together, they are as effectually excluded from the territories
and states where this institution exists. It is a generally con-
ceded historical fact, that at the time of the adoption of the Con-
stitution, when there were six slave, and seven free states, the
further extension of slavery was not expected by the people in
any section of the country. The ninth section of the first arti-
cle of the Constitution of the United States, provides that “The
immigration or importation of such persons, as any of the states
now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited
by the Congress prior to the year one thousand eight hundred
and eight.” Whilst, by this article, Congress has no right to
prohibit the introduction of slaves from abroad, into any of the
United States then existing, prior to 1808, it had the power to
do so as to new states which might be admitted after the adop-
tion of the Constitution.

By the ordinance of 1787, two years before the adoption of
the Constitution, the Congress of the Confederation had provided
for the formation of not less than three, nor more than five new
states in the territory north-west of the river Ohio, from the
whole of which, they had by that ordinance, forever excluded
slavery.

Since the adoption of the Constitution, nine new slave states
have been admitted into this Union, and five of them formed
out of territory which has been acquired subsequent to that
event. Mr. Jefferson and other leading statesmen believed and
declared, that there was no constitutional power in the govern-
ment to acquire foreign territory. Texas, and the territory
ceded by Mexico, have been added to the United States against
the most earnest remonstrances of a great majority of the peo-
ple of the free states, accompanied by the declaration, that if
acquired, the North would never consent to the extension of
slavery over any part of such territory. With aid enough from
the North to accomplish their object, the South succeeded by
congressional resolutions, and by conquest, to gain Texas and a
large extent of territory from distracted and bleeding Mexico.

With all these facts before the world, the slave holding states
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now, with language as harsh as the charge is unjust, accuse
the North with the deliberate purpose of violating their rights.
With ten senators in the Congress of the United States, repre-
senting five states carved out of newly acquired territory, they
insist upon the privilege of extending the institution over other
territory which is now free, and failing to do this, they threaten
to secede from the Union. The opinion as to the constitution-
ality and propriety of arresting the further extension of slavery,
is as nearly unanimous among the people of the free states, as
that upon any other important proposition that can be named.
They believe slavery to be morally wrong, and that such a re-
striction would be no invasion of the rights of any individual or
state, but that it is necessary to arrest an aggression upon the
rights of the people of the free states, Avhich has been in progress
for half a century. The position which Massachusetts has as-
sumed upon this subject she believes to be impregnable, and,
that carrying it out would do no wrong to any other state.
Ler her, then, while she will obey the constitution of the United
States, and observe all its guaranties in her attitude of opposi-
tion to the further extension of slavery, be resolute and im-
movable. Massachusetts and Virginia were co-workers together
in that revolution, which made the thirteen united colonies free
and independent states. They went hand in hand in forming
and adopting the constitution which cemented that glorious
Union. The difference of opinion which now divides them
upon the agitating subjects of the day, is deeply to be deplored.
I trust that no possible state of things will lead the people or
the government of Massachusetts, to forget the respect and
courtesy which is due to that or any other sister commonwealth,
or to use towards them language of reproach or denunciation.

One of the resolutions of her legislature, herewith communi-
cated, declares that no state has done so much to found the
Union as she has done. Heaven grant that the future historian
may not be compelled to write, that Virginia, too, by her acts
or her influence, did more to dash that Union to atoms than
any other state. Mournful indeed would be the catastrophe of
dissolution, but doubly mournful would it be for the same his-
torian to have to add, that the reason why this ancient com-
monwealth, the mother of presidents, lent her aid to break up
the Union with her sister states, among whom were the com-
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panions of her struggles and triumphs in the cause of freedom,
was, because those companions would not consent to extend the
area of slavery, an institution, the existence of which, made her
own Jefferson say, that “he trembled for his country, when
he remembered that God was just.”

Council Chamber. Fed. 25, 1850

GEO. N. BRIGGS.
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Executive Department, )

Richmond, Virginia, Feb. 1 3th, 1850. \

Sir, —I have the honor to transmit to you the accompanying
preamble and resolutions, adopted by the General Assembly of
the State of Virginia.

Very respectfully,
Your ob’t serv’t,

JOHN B. FLOYD.
To His Excellency, the Governor of Massachusetts.

Whereas the recent action of the General Assembly upon the
Wilmot Proviso and kindred subjects, and in relation to fugitive
slaves, has met with no other response from the non-slavehold-
ing states than violent denunciation and a systematic perseve-
rance in the wrongs of which we complained : And whereas it
is apparent that the inevitable result of such a course of action
on the part of a portion of the states must be to excite bitterness,
jealousy and distrust among the rest; to kindle the angriest
passions, to extinguish that spirit of concession, and destroy
that mutual forbearance and fraternal affection which founded
and have sustained our confederacy; and, finally, to dissolve
the Union itself: And whereas we are anxious, if possible, to
avert the evils which threaten us, and believe that the most ef-
fectual means of doing this are to be found in the cordial union
of the whole South, for the maintenance of the constitution, and
the preservation of the Union, if it can be preserved, and for
their own preservation if it cannot:

1. Be it therefore resolved by the General Assembly of Vir-
ginia, That, upon the question thus perseveringly and reck-
lessly forced upon the country, Virginia has taken her position,
and that position will be maintained. Her loyalty to the Union
is no matter of empty profession. It is stamped upon every
page of her history. No state has done as much to form the
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Union; none is prepared to do more to perpetuate it in the
spirit in which it was formed, and in which alone it can be pre-
served. But, loyal as she is, and always has been, it were a
fatal error to suppose that Virginia will ever consent that that
Union, to which she has looked as a source of happiness and
honor, shall be converted into an instrument of degradation and
oppression.

2. Resolved, That in the event of the passage of the Wilmot
Proviso, or of any law abolishing slavery in the District of
Columbia, or in any manner interfering with the rights of slave-
holders therein, or abolishing slavery in, or the slave trade, be-
tween the states, Virginia will be prepared to unite with her
sister slave-holding states, in convention or otherwise, in the
adoption of any measures that may be necessary to provide for
their mutual defence, or to secure their common safety.

3. Resolved, That, in the opinion of this General Assembly,
a Southern convention, in which the states as states are repre-
sented, should consist of delegates selected by the people of the
several states in convention assembled, who should carry with
them all the authority derived from such an appointment, and
be prepared to act for those whom they represent.

4. Resolved, therefore, That upon the happening of either of
the contingencies contemplated in the second resolution, the Gov-
ernor be authorized and requested (instead of convening the
legislature,) to issue his proclamation for the election of delegates
to a state convention, to take into consideration the mode and
measure of redress, with power to appoint delegates to a South-
ern convention, and to adopt such measures as the crisis may
demand ; the said delegates to be chosen by each city, county
or election district, according to its representation in the House
of Delegates, and to receive the same pay and mileage as mem-
bers of the General Assembly.

5. Resolved, That regarding the convention proposed to be
held at Nashville, on the first Monday in June next, as in-
tended to enable the people of the South, to take counsel together
as to the best and most effectual means of resisting the aggres-
sions of the North, of enforcing a compliance on their part, with
their constitutional obligations, and thereby of preserving the
union of these states, now in imminent peril, by reason of the
course pursued by the non-slaveholding states, and their repre-
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sentatives in Congress, in the ceaseless agitation, (and that too
in the most unfriendly spirit) of questions involving the peace,
the institutions and the very existence of the Southern states—
and approving the objects of said convention, as above set forth,
the General Assembly doth recommend to the good people of
this Commonwealth, to send delegates thereto; and that to this
end they hold primary meetings in each city, county and elec-
tion district in this State, and appoint delegates to a convention,
to be held in each congressional district, in the month of May
next; and that the district conventions, so constituted, do each
select two persons (one from each of the two political parties of
the country) who shall be delegates to the said Nashville con-
vention.

6. Resolved, That the Governor of this Commonwealth be
requested to send a copy of these resolutions to each of the states
of this'Union, and also to our senators and representatives in
Congress.

Adopted by the General Assembly, February 12th, 1850.

GEORGE W. MUNFORD, C. H. T).
2
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Council Chamber, Feb. 26, 1850.

To the House of Representatives.

I transmit, for the information of the Legislature, resolves of
the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, in Gen-
eral Assembly, in relation to slavery.

GEO. N. BRIGGS.
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Executive Department, (
Providence , R. 1., February , 1850. )

Sir —Jn obedience to the request of the. General Assembly of
this State, I have the honor herewith to transmit yon a copy of
the annexed resolutions.

I have the honor to be,

With sentiments of high respect.

Your obedient servant,

HENRY B. ANTHONY.

To His Excellency the Governor of the State of Massachu-
setts, Boston, Mass.

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE
PLANTATIONS.

In General Assembly, January Session, A. D., 1850.

Resolved, by the General Assembly of the State of Rhode
Island and Providence Plantations, That the people of this
State retain, with unchangeable fidelity, that attachment to the
principles of freedom which has distinguished their whole his-
tory; that, having long since abolished slavery within their
own borders, they look with gratification and hope to the time
when it will be abolished in the states of our confederacy, and
throughout the world.

Resolved , That the General Assembly having often heretofore
expressed its opinion upon the subject of slavery, have full confi-
dence that our senators and representatives will use all hon-
orable means to carry into effect the wishes of the people of this
State, by aiding to abolish slavery and the slave-trade in all
places within the jurisdiction of Congress, and by using their
influence to prevent its extension to territories now free.

Resolved, That we welcome into the confederacy the new
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state which has just been formed upon the western confines of
our republic; and that, in our opinion, any attempt to exclude
her from the Union, because she has of her own free will pro-
hibited slavery, will be a violation of the true spirit of the con-
stitution, which leaves the subject of slavery in every state to
the exclusive control of the people thereof.

Resolved , That we believe the perservation of the union of
these states to be important not only to the happiness, honor,
and interest of our own country, but to the progress of the prin-
ciples of republican government throughout the world; and
that it is the duty of every patriot and philanthropist, to con-
tribute to its preservation by all means not involving a sacrifice
of honor or principle, or a violation of our national constitution.

Resolved, That all questions which threaten the harmony of
our confederacy should be approached in a spirit of mutual for-
bearance, and with the consideration that the preservation of
our union is of paramount importance to all temporary or local
interests.

Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor, be requested to

cause copies of these resolutions to be communicated to our sen-
ators and representatives in Congress, and to the governors of
the several states.

A true copy—Witness,

CHRIS. E. ROBBINS, Sedy of Stale.


