
SENATE....No. 65.

To the Honorable, the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts :

The agent of the Charles river and Warren bridges, hereby
makes the annual report, as agent, —to which is added an ac-
count of receipts and expenditures the past year.

These bridges have been kept in good order the past year,
and the travel over them has not been interrupted.

The number of vessels passing upwards through the draw of
Charles river bridge the past year, was thirty six hundred
and fifty-one,—of this number, twenty six hundred and forty
passed the Warren bridge.

The receipts and expenditures for both bridges for the past
year, ending December 31, 1849, is as follows;

Receipts.

Balance of last year’s accounts, .
$ 474

From State treasurer, . . 4,500 00
“ rent toll houses and sale old materials, 85 30

Total receipts, ,<5*4,690 04
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2 CHARLES RIVER & WARREN BRIDGES. [March,’so.j

Expenditures.

For hoisting draws and lighting lamps, $1,004 50
“ materials and labor for repairs, 3,132 16
“ oil and wicking for lamps, . 140 70
“ agent’s salary, . . . 300 00

Balance in agent’s hands, . . 12 68

Total, . $4,590 04

The Charles river bridge has been built sixty-three years,
and will require to be rebuilt within a few years,—at this
bridge, the Charles river is only eleven hundred feet in width.
Between the abutments, and under the bridge, to support it, are
four cribs of timber, filled with stone, which take up about two
hundred feet of the width of the river; and the piers of the
bridge, and of the wharves on either side, reduce the width for
the flow of the water, to about six hundred feet.

By an Act of Ist May, 1849, the city of Boston are author-
ized to carry the aqueduct across Charles river, &c., to East Bos-
ton, —should it be carried by the side of the Charles river bridge,
as at present contemplated, the river would be still further ob-
structed by the additional piles, to be driven for the water pipes.
If this bridge was rebuilt in connection with the aqueduct, a
very considerable saving in cost could be made; and an im-
provement in the location of the draw, or, it might be, a new
location of the Charles river bridge, would better accomplish
the object, not only of the aqueduct, but also improve the river,
and be better for the travel over the bridge. Should it be de-
termined to carry the aqueduct by the Warren bridge, the travel
over said bridge would necessarily be stopped, for some months,
and a favorable opportunity would be offered to improve the
same, by putting a new superstructure on the Charlestown side,
similar to that on the Boston side.

The foregoing is submitted to the consideration of the Legis-
lature, and would respectfully ask, that such action be had
thereon as the public good may require.

EBEN. BARKER,

Agent for Charles River and Warren Bridges.

Charlestown, Feb. 20, 1850.


