
SENATE....No. 85.

In Senate April 3, 1851).

The Joint Slanding Committee on Education, to which was
committed the petition of the Trustees of New Salem Acad-
emy, praying for the grant of an half township of land in
the State of Maine; also, the petition of the Townsend West
Village Female Seminary for a similar object; and also peti-
tions from certain inhabitants.of the town of Egremont, for
like aid to an academy in that place,

REPORTS
as follows:

The petition in aid of New Salem Academy, is as follows :

To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives, in
General Court assembled:

The petition of the undersigned, a committee of the trustees
of New Salem Academy, respectfully represents, that said
academy was incorporated in 1795, and that afterwards, in the
year 1797, they received a grant from the Legislature, of one-
half of a township of land, which was located in what is now
known as the town of Moulton, in the State of Maine.

That said lands were sold soon after said location, and there
was thereby realized by the trustees about the sum of five
thousand dollars, which fund, thus created, was, in the first
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place, inadequate, by reason of the small value of lands at
that time; and, though managed with prudence and economy,
by the trustees, has been to some degree reduced, in the neces-
sary support of the institution; and, in addition thereto, in
1837, the institution suffered much by the loss of the academy
building by lire, and though the building has been rebuilt,
mostly by private munificence, yet its destruction involved the
loss of a library, well selected for such an institution, and of a
very good philosophical, chemical, and astronomical apparatus,
which the funds will not enable us to replace.

Your petitioners further represent, that this academy has,
for the last half century, presented good advantages for educa-
tion in all those branches of study which prepare youth for the
common business of life, for teachers of schools, and for admis-
sion to the universities and colleges of our country.

That its locality is one of the most healthy in the Stale; that
the morals of the youth, owing to its retired situation, are less
exposed, than in most other places, to influences calculated to
injure or corrupt them: and that probably there is no town
in the State in which an education can be obtained at so small
an expenditure of money.

Your petitioners would represent, that the school is placed in
the midst of an agricultural population; that it is the only
academy, in the county of Franklin, situated on the east side
of Connecticut River, and 'accommodates all that portion of
said county, as also towns, constituting the northwesterly part
of the county of Worcester, and many of the towns in New
Hampshire, in proximity to the line of that state; and the
history of the school will show that it has, in years which have
passed, been sustained, encouraged, and patronized by the peo-
ple who reside on the territory above referred to; and that, in
our belief, it has furnished as great, if not greater number of
young men, as teachers of the common schools, than any
academy in the western part of the Commonwealth; and that,
for the whole period of its existence, its advantages have been
sought and enjoyed by that class of youth who now fill the
Normal schools, which have so wisely been established by the
munificence of the Legislature.

Your petitioners further represent, that though the academy
has been hitherto sustained, and has, up to this time, done
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much for the education of youth, yet, for want of resources,
they are not able to furnish such instruction, and such aids as
a library, and a philosophical, chemical, and astronomical ap-
paratus, which the present high standard of education, and the
interests and welfare of the community, in which it is situated,
seem to demand.

They, therefore, pray your honorable body to grant to said
institution, one-half of a township of land, situate in the State
of Maine, to be located in such manner as to your honorable
body may seem wise and expedient. And, as in duty bound,
will ever pray.

Alpheus Harding,
Luther Willson,
John Keep,
Asahel Paige,
Samuel Giles,

Committee of Trustees of New Salem Academy.
New Salem, Jan 10, 1850.

This academy, it will be perceived, has been in operation
considerably more than a half century. In addition to what is
stated in the petition, there are many facts and considerations
of interest worthy to be brought to the notice of the Legislature.

The cost of tuition, and the accompanying expenses, have
probably, during the long service of this academy, been smaller,
in proportion to the value of the education obtained, than else-
where in the Commonwealth. It has been managed with ex-
traordinary prudence, good judgment, and success. The cata-
logues of its pupils, during its whole period, were examined
by the committee, and a large number of names were found
that have reflected lustre upon the Commonwealth and coun-
try. Several of its teachers appeared, and made interesting
statements covering nearly the whole of its history Mr.
Harding who, as pupil, teacher, and trustee, has been con-
nected with it for forty-eight years; Mr. Fletcher, teacher
for twelve years; and Mr. Andrews, for three years. No insti-
tution of the kind has made a more valuable contribution to the
learned professions, to the business of instruction, or to the
pursuits of life generally. Members of the House of Repre-
sentatives, —several of them having been pupils in the acade-
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my, one more than forty years ago, —from Deerfield, Peters-
ham, Orange, Leverett, Wendell, Warwick. Hardwick, Royal-
ston, and West Salem, with other gentlemen from that part of
the State, bore testimony to the usefulness of the institution,
and to its hold upon the grateful regard of their constituents
It has heretofore provided, and still provides, the means of edu-
cation, in branches of knowledge above the range of common
school instruction, for a large tract of country, embracing a
most estimable and important portion of our population, en-
gaged, for the most part, in agricultural pursuits. Ten towns
in Franklin county, four in Hampshire, and nine in Worcester,
are within the sphere of its influence, with an aggregate popu-
lation, in 1840, of 28,819, —having, according to the enumera-
tion of last year, 7,844 between the ages of 4 and 16, and, by
the census of 1840, 1623 males between 15 and 20 years of age.

When the pecuniary circumstances of the people of the town
in which this academy is situated are taken into view, in con-
nection with the efforts and sacrifices they have made to sup-
port it, the committee have no doubt that the Legislature will
be deeply impressed with a sense of their claims to a favorable
consideration. The town erected the original building and
gave the land on which it stood. At that time the population
was about 2200. Its territory has since been so subdivided as
to reduce the population of the present town of New Salem to
scarcely more than half that number. Upon the destruction of
the building by fire, it was not considered practicable or proper
to assess the cost of the new edifice upon the town, whose
ability to meet it had become so much diminished; but still
private liberality was exercised to such an extent, on the occa-
sion, that not more than three hundred dollars were drawn
from the fund that had accrued from the grant of 1797. The
institution has been managed with such economy and careful-
ness that .about four thousand dollars remain of that fund at

this time.
One circumstance was brought to the knowledge of the com-

mittee, which distinguishes the claim of New Salem upon the
justice and generosity of the Commonwealth Irorn all others
that have been or may be presented. V. hen the legislative
grant was made, of a half township of land, in order (hat their
academy might realize at once the designed beiiefil, a number of
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the people of the (own came forward and bought it, mortgaging
their farms to raise the money. From statements made to the
committee by a member of the House of Representatives, who
has recently aided in selling a portion of this same tract of land,
it is quite certain that the New Salem farmers, who purchased
it from the State for the benefit of the academy, paid a most
liberal price for it. Not being able to get it of! their hands,
they actually emigrated from their native fields and settled the
tract themselves. As there was no other access to it, they
went, with their families, up the Bay of Fundy to St. Johns,
New Brunswick, ascended the river some two hundred miles,
and then crossing the line, opened a new home in tlie depths of
a northern wilderness. One of them, Holton, gave his name
to the settlement; and the traveller who avails himself of their
hospitality, at this day, finds that they still keep in fresh re-
membrance the village of Massachusetts from which they
came, and the causes of their voluntary exile. Holton gave to
the United States the commanding site of the garrison estab-
lished there; and the military road extending to that point is
now an avenue of communication to a large and populous
town, the highway of travel between the United States and
the capital of New Brunswick, and an opening to that public
domain which promises to supply Massachusetts with the
means of establishing such noble endowments of education and
charity. The people of New Salem, whose devotion to the
interests of their academy involved them in engagements that
finally led to these results, and from the embarrassing effects of
which they have not wholly recovered, may fairly be consid-
ered as having repaid the Commonwealth tenfold for the grant
then made, and to have claims upon the good will and the lib-
eral consideration of the Legislature, such as no other appli-
cant can present, 't he committee place these facts on record,
not merely because they have a bearing upon the petition re-
ferred to them, but because they constitute an interesting inci-
dent in the history of this part of our country, and illustrate,
in a striking and beautiful manner, the great elements of the
glory and strength of New England, —zeal for education, and a
spirit ol enterprise.

The petition of the " Trustees of Townsend West Village
Female h’cmiuary,” is as follows:
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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in General Court assembled:
The undersigned, the executive committee of the trustees of

“Townsend West Village Female Seminary,” respectfully rep-
resent that Townsend West Village Female Seminary was
incorporated by the Legislature of Massachusetts, March 13,
1839; that, ever since its incorporation, a school of a hi°h
order, exclusively for young ladies, has been kept in said semi-
nary, which has afforded them the means of a thorough and
finished education ; that the benefits of the school are not local
merely, but that young ladies, from almost every part of the
Commonwealth, have resorted to it and been educated therein :

that the school heretofore has been, and now is, entirely de-
pendent for its support upon the tuition received from its pupils
and upon the liberality of individvals; that its means of use-
fulness would be greatly promoted by a grant of money or land
from the Commonwealth.

We, therefore, pray your honorable bodies to grant “ Towns-
end West Village Female Seminary” a sum of money, or a

portion of the public lands, the income of which shall be appro-
priated to the suport of said school.

S. G. Shipley,
Charles Warren,
Silas Bruce,

Executive Committee.
Townsend, Feb. 1, ISSO.

This institution is under the instruction of females exclu-
sively, and, from the studies pursued in it, the character of its
graduates, and all the circumstances of its history and condi-
tion, the committee are satisfied that it is, and has been, a most
valuable and useful seminary, spreading its benefits over a
large extent of country, providing excellent teachers for similar
schools, not only in our own State, but in distant portions of
the Union, and raising the standard of mental culture in the
families and in the society of New England. An inspection oi
its catalogue shows how wide a sphere of usefulness it occu-
pies, and a moment’s reflection upon the facts presented to the
committee will lead to a just estimate of the beneficent influ-
ence it must ex'ert.
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The proprietors of the academy at Egremont have made
most honorable exertions to sustain that institution, and de-
serve to be respectfully and favorably heard by the Legisla-
ture. Their petition concludes with the following appeal;

‘•ln urging this request, your petitioners would not consume
the time of your body by any attempted accumulation of mo-
tives or reasons in its behalf. They regard, that it is all-suffi-
cient to refer, as above, to the past public services of this
academy, in the general cause of education; to suggest the
consideration, that many youth are too poor to seek high advan-
tages of learning abroad, who would eagerly embrace them if
within their reach at home, and who might thus become con-
spicuous blessings and ornaments to society; and also, to
allude to the already established and widely renowned policy
of the Commonwealth, with reference to her youth, in that she
seeks not merely to furnish them with the rudiments of learn-
ing, but also encourages them to pursue even its highest paths,
and to emulate its most successful votaries.

Thus showing and requesting, your petitioners would ever
pray, &c.

Norman K. Bills,
Samuel Bacon,
Chester Goodale,
John Loewis,
Nathan Benjamin.”

A petition, in aid of the above, signed by ninety-nine of the
principal inhabitants of the place, suggests the following consid-
erations to the justice and wisdom of the Legislature;

“ They would also represent, that some of the western border
towns of the Commonwealth, of which Egremont is one, lie,
by reason of their very position, under peculiar disabilities in
regard to society and education ; that there is, from extensive
tracts of leasehold lands of a neighboring state, a constant
influx of influences uncongenial to the general tone and ten-
dency of the institutions of our Commonwealth, which should
be vigorously met at the very threshold; and that thus the
cause of education, and of a high social standing, is exposed
to some special embarrassments and hindrances, which are not
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felt by towns further within the bosom of the State, but which,
nevertheless, as they affect a part, necessarily affect the whole
body politic, more or less remotely.

They would also most respectfully suggest, that, according
to their impression, this section of the Commonwealth has been
heretofore but the very scanty recipient of legislative munifi-
cence, in respect of scientific or educational institutions.”

If it should be the judgment of the Legislature to counte-
nance the policy of continuing to make special grants to insti-
tutions of this kind, the committee have no hesitation in saying
that none can be more worthy of the patronage of the Com-
monwealth than the three now before ns. A township of land,
or the average value of a township, divided among them,
would be productive of lasting and incalculable advantage to
the whole people along the northern borders, and in the western
parts of the State.

It is, however, to be borne in mind, that seminaries of this
grade are scattered all over the Commonwealth, which, if the
prayer of the petitioners should be granted, would forthwith
pour in their claims and solicitations upon the Legislature. All
of them would have something to urge: most of them would
have a good deal to say ; some of them would imagine and
confidently assert, that justice and the public good demand, pre-
eminently, and beyond all comparison and all question, in
their behalf, the favorable consideration of the government.

But as, according to present appearances, it is the purpose of
the Legislature to abandon the practice of special grants to
literary institutions, and to devise a general, comprehensive,
and permanent system for the equitable distribution of the re-
sources of the Commonwealth applicable to such purposes, the
committee will not venture to recommend, at this juncture, the
particular appropriations asked for, but, chiefly for this last
reason, and in view of the probable early establishment of a
just and all embracing scheme of patronage to institutions of
education, within the borders of the State, they report that the
several petitioners have leave to withdraw their petitions.

CHARLES VY. UPHAM, Chairman.


