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MESSAGE.

To the House of Representatives.
The remnant of the Gay Head Indians, on Martha’s Vine-

yard, amounts to about two hundred and thirty persons. They
are located at the extreme point of the island, and are separated
from the other inhabitants. For a few years past they have
made, and been quite successful in, the effort to improve their
condition. A school is kept for their children a part of the
year.

Among them is an organized Christian church, consisting of
fifty members. They have no place, except their small school-
house, in which to meet for public worship. At this time, lam
informed, they are making an effort to build a meeting-house.
For success in this desirable object they must depend upon the
charity of others, who may take an interest in their welfare.
I deem it proper to call the attention of the Legislature to the
subject, and respectfully to recommend that an appropriation
be made to aid this poor and dependent people, a part of the
feeble remains of the race of red men, who first inhabited this
beautiful island, in erecting a decent and suitable house, in
which they can meet and worship God. A few hundred dol-
lars, judiciously expended, would be of great service to them.

I herewith transmit a letter, received from the Hon. Leavitt
Thaxter, who is well acquainted with the Indians, and who
takes a deep interest in their condition.

Council Chamber, April 3, 1850
GEO. N. BRIGGS.



2 GAY HEAD INDIANS. [April, 1850.]

Boston April 2, 1850.
Dear Sir,

The Indians at Gay Head, on Martha’s Vineyard, having
manifested a strong desire to procure a suitable building for a
meeting-house, and to enjoy the benefit of having the Gospel
preached to them, as a means of promoting their temporal and
spiritual welfare, permit me to say, that their condition is such
as demands the sympathy of every philanthropist and Christian.

They now number about 280 souls; they are generally moral
and exemplary in their conduct, and about 50 of them profess
religion. Many of their houses are comfortable, and by pru-
dence and industry they obtain a tolerable living. They are,
however, laboring under great and serious disadvantages.
They seem, from their peculiarly isolated situation, to be cut
off from the sympathies of the whites.

They have no meeting-house, and latterly have not had any
preaching. They are seldom cheered or encouraged by the
voice of the white man, although the beautiful cliffs of Gay
Head are visited by many persons, for the purpose of viewing
its delightful scenery, and making geological examinations.
Under these circumstances they feel themselves degraded; and
this feeling weakens their energies, and tends to break down
their spirits.

It seems to me that something can be done, and should be
done, for these red brethren, to instruct, to enlighten, and to
elevate them.

I know of no people more grateful than the Indians of Gay
Head. They have capacity for intellectual and spiritual im-
provement. I am sure you will concur with me, that the
means of developing that capacity should not be withheld by
an enlightened and Christian people.

I write in much haste, amidst the pressure of business, but I
trust it may be intelligible to you, who have some knowledge
of the Gay Head Indians, and their locality.

Very respectfully, and very truly,

Your friend, and obedient servant,
LEAVITT THAXTER.

His Excellency George N. Briggs, Boston , Mass.






