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Albany, March 24th, 1850
His Excellency George N. Briggs, Governor of the Common-

wealth of Massachusetts.

Sir, —I have the honor of addressing to your excellency a
case of books, containing, among other useful and important
works relative to science, arts, legislation, &c., the continuation
of the Ruins of Nineveh , as discovered and described by Botta, in
large folio volumes with plates, being, perhaps, the most interest-
ing description of this ancient and celebrated city ever published ;

The continuation of the first volume, already presented, of the
voyage in Persia, a splendid work, containing several hundred
views, picturesque, historical, monumental, &c., highly illus-
trative of ancient and modern Persia : The charts and diplomas
of the Merovingin dynasty, from A. D. 558 to about A. D. 1000,
with a number of other works, all of which are presented to the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in the name of France, not
only in return for what, as agent of Massachusetts, I had the
honor of presenting to her, but as a fresh token of the old and
ever increasing fraternal feelings of the French people towards
those of Massachusetts, and the American Union. Indeed, the
number now transmitted, might have been far greater, had I
received all the cases announced m my agent s report, but
they have been delayed by circumstances beyond my control.
I trust however, to receive them before the adjournment of
your Legislature. And, permit me to remark to your excel-
lency, that these offerings could be much more important and
useful had I some gentleman exclusively connected with the
library, whose only duty would be to study its wants, and, as
is the case in the state of New York, communicate them to me.

At present, the unbounded confidence of the Legislature, in my
devotion and humble abilities, perplex me, because I am anxious
to be useful, and. unfortunately, am not acquainted with the

<£ommonU)fal«j of iHassacljusctts.
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wants of your State’s intellectual reservoir, likely to satisfy the
thirst of the many ardent and inquisitive minds of this great
and enlightened Commonwealth.

I do not include in this report the list of books presented to
the mayor and common council of the city of Boston, for its
free public library, founded by that enlightened and patriotic
body, nor the hundred and nine birds from South America, and
the nineteen from Central Africa, nor yet the collection of min-
erals, fossils, &c., mentioned in my agent’s report, as being
destined for the Boston Natural History Society and the Amer-
ican Academy of Sciences and Arts; neither are the works,
presented to the University of Cambridge, mentioned here,
although all these will, I trust, be considered as given to the
Commonwealth itself; for knowing, as I do, the paternal soli-
citude of the Legislature and Executive for the promotion of the
cause in which I am concerned, they will consider, that by
placing these works in the libraries of these most learned and
scientific institutions, I was fulfilling their wishes to have them
at once used for the diffusion of knowledge, science, and polite
literature. For, among the greatest services the system of
exchange is calculated to render, for the rapid diffusion of
knowledge and good will among the people, is the opportunity
it will offer to universities, colleges, and other incorporated
scientific establishments of America, to open scientific inter-
course and exchanges with corresponding establishments of
Europe, and procure to them the benefit of the law, passed at my
humble request, by Congress, in 1848, which law admits, duty
free, all works of science, arts, &c., that may be transmitted,
through the central agency, to the executive of any state in the
Union. For, were our system to be confined to providing state
libraries, however important this operation may be, it would be
far from reaching the high character of usefulness for which it
was founded. It must, therefore, be understood, that (if agree-
able to the Legislature,) the services of the central agency shall
not only belong to the State Library, but likewise to universities,
colleges, and other scientific bodies, incorporated by the Legis-
lature, provided their communication to the central agency be
made through the executive, or through a standing committee,
appointed by this present Legislature, composed of such scien-
tific gentlemen as would feel disposed to lend their patriotic and
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disinterested assistance, and whose services would be honorary
and gratuitous. This committee, or board of trustees, of the
State Library, (having the librarian as secretary,) whose per-
manency would, like that of the state of New York, be placed
beyond the reach of causes which might interrupt it, would
keep up a regular correspondence for international and domestic
exchanges, transmit the documents, &.C., destined for foreign
nations, to the central agency in Paris, whose duty it is to
distribute them among the legislative and scientific establish-
ments of Europe, to negociate and transmit the objects ex-
changed.

Under such a distinguished and learned body, the system
would acquire, at once, all the regularity, usefulness, and im-
portance not to be otherwise secured. Then your libraries
would soon be provided, at little or no expense, with all the
intellectual riches of the old world. Soon America would have
nothing to envy in Europe, for the moment opportunities shall
be given to the ardent and inquisitive genius of her sons, she
will place herself, (in the field of sciences and arts,) on an
equal footing with the most privileged nations, and obtain, in
many of their branches, that superiority she has already ob-
tained in other respects.

Another advantage of this system, is the opportunity it offers
to America, to exhibit to the old world, the specimens of her
wonderful industry and success in the mechanic arts, as well
as those productions of genius, talent, and virtue, the true

characteristic of the most civilized nations.
The second annual report, (A.) of the proceedings of the

central agency, in Paris, during the year 1849, will give your
excellency an’ idea of the wonderful effect produced upon the
mind of the people of France, and. indeed, of all Europe, in

beholding the exhibition of America’s learned and scientificpro-
ductions’ and show you likewise the labors, and constantly
increasing popularity of this agency, the extent and usefulness
of its labors, in forwarding these precious works, in negociating
and transmitting the objects obtained in exchange, in drawing
from these treasures, intrusted to its care, the greatest advan-

taaes for the promotion of sciences, arts, and good will. This
agency may. in fact, be considered as an intellectual exchange
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office, which distributes its drafts to all points of the compass
without discounts.

The annexed account, (B.) of our receipts and expenditures,
during the last three years, will give an idea of the sacrifices
this self-imposed mission has occasioned to its humble pro-
jector. You will see too, that the sums received from Congress,
and the several states whose agent I have the honor to be,
amounted, during that period, to $5,410, and the expenses,
$12,113 47. My means exhausted, not only by this self-im-
posed mission, but by considerable losses, caused by my absence
from home at a critical time, when my presence was most im-
peratively required, would not allow me to support another loss
like this, and were I to be adandoned, this system, called by
an illustrious poet and statesman, “ the locomotive of universal
civilization and peace,” would soon be stopped far want of fuel
and water; yet, sir, these expenses would have been much
greater, indeed, I should never have been able to go as far as I
have, had it not been for the generous hospitality with which I
have been treated, from the first day of my second visit to the
United States, (in June, 1847,) to this day, all over this blessed
Union; a liberality in which Massachusetts and its capital were
surpassed by none, as you will have already perceived, by the
most magnificent gift, made by the citizens of Boston, as the
generosity of the mayor and city council, who would not allow
a dollar to be expended by me for more than five months, during
which it was my good fortune to be their honored guest.
These facts speak more loudly than any expression from ray
grateful heart. Almost everywhere I have been received as the
guest, nay, as a cherished friend returning to his home after a
long absence. The same kindness and liberality awaited me on
the part of all the railroad and steamboat companies, who have
always granted me a free passage, wheresoever the duties of my
mission required my presence. The best evidence of this liber-
ality is, in the fact, that for the last three years, my travelling
expenses, from one end of the United States to the other, have
not exceeded, or even reached, twenty dollars.

I beg of your excellency to believe, that the above remarks on
my pecuniary losses are not made for Massachusetts, who, with
Maine, has been the first State to give me a helping hand, at an
early stage of my efforts, and who, like Maine, has continued its
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generous support, not only for the present, but for the future.
I, on the contrary, beg leave to take this occasion to give utter-
ance to this expression, of the ardent and lasting gratitude which
fills my heart, towards these generous and most hospitable Com-
monwealths, for, were the noble examples of their constancy and
perseverance, in liberality and kindness, followed by every state
which has already, and so joyfully enlisted in this benevolent
covenant of nations, my mind would be relieved from all anx-
iety, and I should return happy, to the bosom of a beloved
family, and consummate the offering I have made of myself to
this cause, by devoting the remaining years that may be spared
to me, to watch its progress; to aid, as I may be able, its grow-
ing strength, and, as a father, to stretch out my willing, though
it may be, but weak and trembling hand, for its support, and
then, die with the conviction, that so many sacrifices, so many
cares and sufferings, will not have been in vain ; for then, and
only then, the existence of this beautiful and long cherished
child of my affection will be secure, as I firmly believe, for the
welfare of humanity. Such are the hopes and constant prayers
of, sir,

Your excellency’s

Very humble and grateful servant,

ALEXANDRE VATTEMARE,



8
[Apribinternational exchanges.

Boston, April 24, 1850.
His Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massa-

chusetts.

Sik, — In addition to the list of works mentioned in my last
report addressed to your excellency, in March last, I have the
honor of presenting you with the following volumes, &c., re-
ceived last week from France, in the name of the National
Assembly of France, viz;—the Journal of the Proceedings,
the Reports, &c., of the Chamber of Deputies; being the con-
tinuation of the series of the acts of this legislative body from
the year 1830 to 1848, the last year of its political existence,
forming a detailed Legislative and political history of King
Louis Philippe’s administration. The above volumes being
presented by the National Assembly, is the best proof that
the feelings of France towards America are, and I trust, will
ever be the same, whatever may be the political form of her
government, and that the sentiments of this present legislative
body, towards Massachusetts, as well as its confidence in my
humble services, correspond to those expressed by the Cham-
ber of Deputies, in a letter addressed to me in January, 1847,
and of which the following is an extract:

Paris, 23 January, 1847

“Sir, — We have the honor of informing you that we keep
at your disposal, seven collections of our parliamentary docu-
ments destined to the American Union, viz; Three collections
to continue the exchanges with the States of Maine, New York
and Massachusetts, making three complete series from 1830 to
1844, already transmitted, independently of the 588 volumes of
parliamentary documents. We put at your disposal, Sir, sever-
al important works, you were kind enough to indicate to us as
likely to be received with satisfaction by those American States
who have themselves addressed to our House, precious works
concerning Natural History, &c. Your intercourse with the
United States, enable you more than any one else, to determin-
ate the most appropriate disposition, among them, of these
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works; it is therefore, with the greatest confidence we adopt
the one you proposed, viz, “ Les vases elrnsques,” by Hamil-
ton ; four large folio volumes, with a great number of plates,
(colored) for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

“ It is to you, Sir, to those efforts inspired by your patriotism
and enlightened philanthropy, that we are indebted for the es-
tablishment of this new intercourse between us and the States
of the American Union. The reciprocal interchange of the
productions of human genius, which you have succeeded in es-
tablishing, must, in accelerating the progress of civilization,
powerfully contribute to increase the ancient fraternal feelings
already existing between the United States and France. We
could not therefore, but joyfully welcome a system so fruitful in
glorious results, and we are happy to contribute to its realiza-
tion by the above mentioned collections we have the honor of
addressing you in the name of the Chamber.

.o- i \ E. de l’Eespee, ( Questors of the
,) Charles Clement, ( Cham, of Dep.

Monsieur Alexandre Vatternare.

The great map of the roads and of France, in six sheets, pre-
sented in the name of the Minister of Public Works.

Series of Tables, showing the navigation and commerce of
France with her colonies and foreign nations, as well as her in-
ternal coast trade, during the years 1847-48, two large folio vol-
umes, presented by the Director General of Customs, ofFrance.

The Memoirs of the National Academy of Moral and Politi-
cal Sciences, the sth vol. ; and the Memoirs of Foreign Savants,
the 2d vol. : being the continuation of these important publica-
tions already presented ; quarto volumes, elegantly bound, with
the following inscription on the back of each volume. “ Me-
rnoircs de I’Academie des Sciences Morales ct Politiques (Insti-
tut de France) Don oft’ert a I’etat du Massachusetts.”

Bulletins de la Societe Geologique the France,” the 6th vol.
Bvo with plates, being the continuation of this publication,
presented by the Geological Society of France,

Besides the above works exclusively destined to the library
of the Commonwealth, there were other important works des-
tined to other scientific establishments of the City of Boston, in
return for liberal donations made by them, to France. Such as;



10 INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES. [April,
Thfi Bulletin of the Society of Encouragement, for the Promo-
tion of National Industry, a complete series of this most impor-
tant publication, from 1802 to 1849, 50 large quarto volumes,
giving a description and specification of all the most important
inventions and discoveries relative to the mechanic arts, patent-
ed or otherwise, in Europe, from 1789 to 1849, illustrated with a
very great, number of plates, presented by the Society, to the
City of Boston, for tha free use of the mechanics and manufac-
turers of Massachusetts, and as addition to the free public libra-
ry, founded by the City Government.

“L’lconographie Francaise,” by M. de Vailly, two folio vol-
umes, with a great number of fac simile, &c., presented to the
American Academy of Sciences, by the Minister of Public In-
struction, of France.

A rare collection of fossil shells, from Touraine, in France,
call faluns, presented by M. Moreau, Mayor of Mention, where
these were found, to the Boston Historical Society.

A number of volumes to complete the series of the “ Annales
du Museum d’Histoire Naturelles,” presented to thesame Society
by the Professors of the Museum of Natural History, of Paris.

Memoirs of the National Academy of Medicine, of Paris, eight
large quarto volumes, with a number of plates, presented by
the Academy of Medicine, to the Commonwealth, for the use of
its Medical Institutions.

T 1 te seven and last volumes of the works of La Place, re-
cently published by order of the Government, to complete this
publication, the six first having already been presented to the
Bowditch library, as a token of respect and esteem to the mem-
ory of this illustrious savant, in the name of the Minister of
Public Instruction, of France.

The Annals of the Mines, the twelve last volumes, from 1845
to 1849—being the continuation of the series of this great pub-
lication from 1827 to 1849, 122 volumes.

The second volume of the explanatory text of the great Geo-
logical Map of France; these above two works are presented for
the State Library, by the Minister of Public Works, of France.

The General Account of the Administration of the Civil, Com-
mercial and Criminal Justice of France, during the years 1846-
47 and 1848, presented to the State Library, in the name of the
Minister of Justice.
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Course ofLectures on Agriculture, by Count Gasparin, the 4th
volume.

Annals of des lianas (turf) and Agriculture, with Plates, the
3d volumes, both presented for the State Library, by the Minis-
ter of Agriculture and Commerce.

Report of the Central Jury, on Art, Science and Manufactures,
concerning the rewards allowed by the Government, to the
manufacturers and inventors, at the great national fair of 1841.
three Svo volumes.

“Annales des Sciences Naturelles,” the four last volumes, being
the continuation of this precious publication, making ten vols.,
with a great number of colored plates, presented to the Com-
monwealth, by Mr. Miln Edward, Professor of Natural History,
Paris.

To give an idea of the feelings which prompted these offer-
ings to be made, I beg leave of your excellency to close this,
with two or three extracts from the numberless letters accom-
panying them.

In presenting me the great works on Nineveh, Persia, Medals,
&c., the Minister of the Interior, expresses himself thus : “ I
trust these may be considered by the Americans, as additional
tokens of the feelings of France towards them, and by you, sir,
as new elements of success in the honorable enterprise, the
realization of which, you are prosecuting with so much courage
and perseverance! ”

From the Minister of War : “Asa testimonial of the inter-
est I feel in the mission you are about to fulfil, I inform you
that I have placed at your disposal, the subjoined works to be
offered by you, in the name of France, and in such manner as
you may deem appropriate to such different scientific establish-
ments and literary institutions as may be interested in these

publications.”
From the Minister of Public Instruction : “It affords me

pleasure to reiterate my thanks for the indefatigable zeal which

you do not cease to show, on the subject of international cx-

h aR 0f t i, e intellectual riches between the United States and

France’. I have no doubt that in the new voyage you are

about to undertake to those distant countries, your efforts will

lead to successful results; it is with this conviction that I am

e-i-er to entrust to you, the accompanying important collections,
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which Prance offers to the various libraries of the Union, with
those fraternal feelings she has always proved for the interests
and welfare of the American people.”

In the letters addressed to me by the different members of the
present administration, scientific establishments and city cor-
porations, the very same feelings, the same liberality, are dis-
played towards your glorious country, and my humble and self
impost! mission.

I trust, sir, that these testimonials will be considered by your
excellency and the people of Massachusetts, who for the last
ten years have been eye witnesses of my humble and devoted
labors, as sufficient justification against the ungenerous attacks
lately made against my honor, the purity and disinterestedness
in the cause, for the realization of which, I have devoted my
life, my fortune and domestic happiness. My only hope for re-
dress, rests in the justice and liberality of Americans. As to
the fruits of my mission, no state in the Union is more in pos-
session of their importance than Massachusetts.

Full of confidence in the goodness of your heart, and in the
justice of the Legislature and people of this Commonwealth, I
am certain that the favors bestowed upon my labors ever since
1841, will be continued and increase with my devotion and
gratitude towards them; and that the Legislature will perhaps
condescend, on this occasion, by a special vote, to give an offi-
cial expression of its sense of my humble labors.

I have the honor to be, with profound respect, Sir,
Your excellency’s

Very humble and grateful servant,
ALEXANDREVATTEMARE.
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APPENDIX.

A.

SECOND ANNUAL REPORT
Of the proceedings of the central agency for International Lit-

erary Exchanges during the year 1849, made to Alex. Vatte-
mare, by C. Moreau , sub-director of said agency.

Paris, December 31st, 1849.
My Dear Friend,—l must, in the first place, speak about the articles for-

warded by you, for they have been the chief objects of my administration dur-
ing the year just elapsed.

It is but a few weeks since, that the offices of the agency exhibited all the
appearance of a beautiful American museum.

First, there -was a library remarkable for the beauty and variety of its volumes
-the large and rich collection destined by Congress for France and other Eu-

ropean states. The splendid presents of the cities of Washington, Boston, &c.,
to the city of Paris, the legislative documents of Maine, New Hampshire, Ver-
mont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania,Virginia, South Car
olina, Indiana, &c.; part of the rich collection ofVirginian works presented to the
city of Paris by the young gentlemen of the University of Virginia; the impor-
tant and scientific works of Messrs. Dr. Channing, Emory, Fremont, Jackson,
Maury, Prescott, Say, Silliman, Sparks, Story, (pardon me ifI stop here, I can-
not name all the states and all the citizens,) all those excellent productions of
American genius were crowded, nay pressed on our shelves. Near by were
seen the remarkable maps of Massachusetts, those of Maine and New York,
the charts of the coast survey, transmitted by Professor Bache; the maps and
charts of the great United States exploring expedition under Commodore
Wilkes; the collection of state maps presented by the Postmaster General;
and farther on, the collection of minerals presented by the University of Cam-
bridge ; the collection of birds and shells given by the Boston Society of Nat-
ural History; the fruits and woods presented by the African Colonization Soci-
ety ; the seeds of several countries, and in other rooms, the collection of models
of ships and men-of-war, fruits of the enlightened liberality of the Secretary of
the Navy; the model of the dry dock at Brooklyn ; the carbine and its appa-
ratus, used in the U. S. Navy; the specimens of wood used for naval construc-
tions'in the United States. And Mr. Gayrard permitted me to place in the
midst of all these riches, a copy of his Statue of the American republic.

What an exalted idea does not it give of apeople among whom great thoughts
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are seized with so much intelligence, and realized with so much rapidity. All
those who visited our offices and beheld with admiration this wonderful accu-
mulation of, until now, unknown treasures, were struck by it as by a revelation;
for they found a nation associated in their thought, only with the idea of minia-
tured youth, already grown to man’s estate, and having known it by its strength,
they now behold the proofs of its fecundity.

1recollect part of a speech made at a public meeting, held in the city of Wash-
ington, on the 21st of August, 1848, by David A. Hall, Esq., in which that gen-
tleman says “ our information in regard to the state of Europe had hitherto
been received through the British Isles. This system of exchanges presents
to us another channel of communication. In fact, we can now hold almost a
personal intercourse, and talk, as it were, with the continental nations.” Ifwe
apply these words of the American orator, they are more than a promise, they
announce a fact.

Our personal intercourse with the United States has scarcely begun, and yet
has already produced most excellent fruits. We are better acquainted with
America, for if the rapid development of her resources still astonishes us, we
can at least doubt them no longer. On the contrary, we are happy to acknowl-
edge them. We joyfully welcome them, and we watch their progress with a
fraternal solicitude.

You know as well as I do, what circumstances, public as well as private,
have prevented, far beyond all expectations, your packages from reaching
Paris. It is useless therefore to dwell upon them, but remark that two things
resulted from these causes; first, a great dearth and then an immense inunda-
tion. Once the first hesitations conquered, the first difficulties overcome, your
donations come on with a wonderful rapidity. I received, at the same time, ten
cases and Jive hundred volumes. I was obliged to inscribe, classify and prepare
the catalogue of these works, so numerous, so various; and for the space of
three months, the registering and arranging of these books was our most im-
portant business.

My dear friend, if our labors seem less productive this year, it is the fault, or
rather it is the glory of America. Her ardor and munificence have caused de-
lays on our side I could neither foresee nor prevent. Let us not, however, be
concerned about this postponement, the causes of which, are so admirable an

argument in favor of the system, and which produced the following happy re-

sults. Those who visited our offices were able to embrace at one glance the
whole of your labors ; they understood more clearly all their importance; they
were able to appreciate more clearly all the advantages of these relations of
good will and kindness by which the bond of the ancient fraternity of Fiance
and America will be strengthened.

Your system of exchange appeared before them, what it is, a work of high
civilization; and the greatness of the United States of America revealed itself
to them; not only to their intellect, but likewise to their senses; “their eyes
have seen and their hands have handled.”

From what I have just said, you understand that our work of the six last

months has been preparatory labor, the greatest advantage of which will only



18o0 ' J SENATE—No. 117. 15
be felt next vear .
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* Jne seed is good, very good; it has gennmated, it willfructify, and believe me, the harvest will be most plentiful.
.

,

f’ l ear as 11°1 been entirely fruitless. You have had proofs ofit urmg- y our residence in New York. The rooms so generously granted toyou m the public stores by the Secretary of the Treasury were tolerably filled.In looking o\er the list ofour transmissions, I found one thousand seven hundredand eighty-six volumes, maps, charts and engravings; among which are the
continuation of the Voyages en Perse, les Monuments de Nineve, Les Per-
sonnages Illustres du 16 Siecle, La Statistique Monuraentale de Paris, Les
Chartres et Diplomes de I’Epoque Merovingienne, Les Documents Inedits de
I’Histoire de France, &c., &c., and from one hundred to one hundred and fiftyfolios. I add this list to my report; you will see and judge.

God forbid that I should thus pretend to establish a commercial balance be-
tween the gifts ofFrance and those of America. Those exchanges cannot be
made with the strict regularity of traffic ; they have not the same character;
far from it. There are kind and benevolent relations of courtesy, sympathy
and fraternity, which excite a firm determination to cooperate in the progress
of science in all its branches ; to the advancement of civilization; to the main-
tenance of harmony and peace between nations. •

It will happen that the advantages of the exchanges will be more important
on one side one year and on the other side in another. No matter. All that
is important is that the exchanges be continued ; that they develope themselves ;

that they be ultimately identified with our habits as well as with our institu-
tions, our wants and intellects. I might have placed into the account of 1849
more than 250 volumes I have here in the offices of the agency, transmitted to
me by the National Assembly, by the Minister of Commerce of the Interior,
and Public Instruction, and by the Academies of Sciences, the Academy of
Moral and Political Science, by the National Agricultural Society, by the
Geological Society, by the cities ofNantes, Rouen and Bordeaux.

I might have included in the same year, the “ American Republic,” that
most excellent piece of statuary, of which I have heretofore made mention;
but these will be shipped about the 15th of January. And, although the col-
lection of historical medals to be taken out by the French minister, Mr. Bois
Le Comte, who has not yet left Paris, belong still to 1849—for they were de-
livered early in December, by the committee of the mint—l have already told
you, the principal reason why our minister of finances had decided to have this
magnificent present forwarded through the French minister to the American
Congress, viz. the letter addressed to you by Mr. Lacave Laplagne, in 1847.
Our administration adhere to routine over much perhaps. Mr. Lacave Lap-
lagne’s letter has been considered as a decision from which routine does not
allow us to depart: the minister therefore has only applied the rule of his pre-
decessor rather remote, as you know—but, at the same time, to correct what
there was to be regretted by you in his determination, he honored me with the
following letter:
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Department of Finance, >

Paris, December 18Ih, 1849. $
Sir,—l have the honor of informing you, that the collection ofmedals prom-ised by one of my predecessors the 30th of April, 1847, to be presented to the

United States, have just been transmitted to my colleague of foreign affairs, to
be forwarded through our minister to the government of the Union.

The minister of France to the Unjted States, is instructed to inform the
American Congress, the initiative Mr. Vattemare has taken in this exchange
of the medals and coins of the two countries, and I beg of you sir, to be kind
enough to convey to Mr. Vattemare my thanks for the active and honorable
efforts by which he brought this affair to such a happy termination.

Accept sir, &c.,
The minister ofFinance,

(Signed,) ACHILLE FOULD.

The documents of the department of finance will, as heretofore, be forwarded
to you, the transmission of the collection ofmedals being an exception, for the
reason just mentioned.

I need not inform you of the high merit of this great collection; you whose
happy discoveries in Germany have enabled us to render it complete. Yet al-
low me one word. The collection is composed of more than one thousand
medals, of different sizes, beginning with Charles VIII, and ending with tire
Republic of 1848, embracing thus a space of four centuries. For the more re-
mote period, there are coins, the dies of which have been lost long ago ; but you
are aware that there were no medals before the Eighth Charles.

The whole of our history is contained in this collection of medals, non-inter-
rupted from Charles VIII. The reigns of Louis XIV, Louis XV, Louis XVI,
&c., are presented almost day by day ; there is not an event that is not repre-
sented in the admirably concise language of Numismatic art. I take the liberty
ofasking the attention of American patriots to the medals of Washington, of
Franklin, and Paul Jones. These are enduring proofs of the sympathetic feel-
ings which inspired and still inspire France to seek to mingle with the great
names ofher own annals those of tire American Republic.

As a work of art, the collection is no less precious than for its historical
worth. I doubt not (hat the American artists will see with a lively interest the
medals of the reigns ofLouis XIII. and of Louis XIV., engraved by Varin ; I
mention no other names of the olden period. In the later times, I beg leave to

mention tire name of our friend Gayrard, whose great talents merit most assu-

redly this distinction, and who cheerfully placed at the disposal of tire com-

mittee of the mint all the dies, which still remain his property. Ido not be-

lieve that there exists, any where, a collection of medals relative to the history
ofPrance, so complete as the one which is to be presented to Congress, except

the duplicates which remain in our mint at Paris. You may congratulate
yourself upon the favorable result of your untiring efforts.

There was a time when the heads of departments and directors of scientific
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establishments used to consider it a duty to address to you, with their thanksthe.r congratulations on your labors. The system of exchange was thenscarcely in existence-a hope scarcly born. At this hour it has grown to avast reality. The business here is transacted with the same regularity as inall other public offices; the correspondence is active, multiplied; thanks areno more, or hardly any more uttered ; the courtesy is equal on botl. sides ■ nomore congratulations; the feelings are the same, but not so much called forbecause its principle is better understood and appreciated. The letters are like’those exchanged between administrations for the conduct of business, that is tosay, that they are mere letters of acknowledgement. Yet I will take from thefiles of the agency the first letter; it is dated 24th January, 1849 from thesecretary of the Centra] Horticultural Society. He writes :

Horticultural Central Society, )

Paris, January 24 th, 1849. ’

$
Sir,—l am directed by the Central Horticultural Society to transmit to MVattemare its thanks for the present he was kind enough to make to the society’

of the four volumes of U. S. Patent Office Reports. The society will be anx-ious to receive the continuation of this important publication. I have the honorto remit in exchange the annals of the society for five years.
(Signed,) BAILLY MERLIEUX.

In transmitting to me 147 volumes, among which are 30 folios and 45 quar-tos, the mayor of the city of Nantes expresses himself thus, on the 26th Feb-
mary:—

Sir,—l hasten to transmit to you a case containing the collection of books
which the city Nantes offers through your medium, and that of Mr. Vattemare
to the American Union in return for those which were presented in its name
to our public library. I enclose herewith a list of the works, in the choice of
which, we have endeavored to meet the taste and scientific wants of our
brethern of the United States. May they be as gratified with this homage as
the city of Nantes was with theirs. You do me the honor of informing me, by
your letter of the ninth of this month, that you had received another series of
works for us. I shall always look with the greatest interest towards the Amer-
ican Union for its continued liberality, and we will endeavor to respond to the
best of our ability.

(The Mayor,) LERETTE.
Then replying to a letter of advice, I had the honor of adderessing him on

the 2oth July:
Nantes, August 11, 1849.

I was most highly gratified to find among that collection of precious docu-
ments a special gift from the American Congress for the city of which I have
the honor of being Chief Magistrate. I feel on this occasion a most lively
gratitude, and I beg of you, sir, to be the worthy interpreter of my grateful
feeling towards the government of the United States. I shall do every thing
in my power to forward the cause of international exchanges, productive of
such fruitful and happy results. And on the sth of October he informs mo, in

3
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the following words, of the transmission of additional works for the United
States.

Dear Sir,—l am preparing a collection which 1 trust will show our North
American brothers how anxious we are not to be behind them, and we trust
that the works we are going to present, may prove of not less interest and
value to them than have those from America proved to be to us.

I consider it due to justice to state, that no municipal magistrate, ever
showed himself more kind and more anxiously disposed to give to the ex-
changes all tire developments ; among the objects most desired by him for the
public scientific establishments of Nantes, would be a collection of the Geol-
ogy and Mineralogy of the United States, he would gladly give in exchange
the most precious duplicates of their rich mineralogical collection.

On the sth of February, after having informed me of the transmission of a
fine collection of books, the librarian of the city of Bordeaux added:

“ I shall follow you with joy, sir, in the path of kindness and courtesy you
open for us ; and I hope that intercourse begun on both sides, with confidence
and good faith, will not stop at this first exchange.”

We did not in fact stop at this first exchange, and the mayor of Bordeaux,
anxious to express his personal gratification, and determination to continue
these fraternal relations, says:—

Bordeaux, JVov., 10, 1849.
Sir, I will not delay any longer to express to you the great gratification I

feel, from those friendly relations established between the United States and
the city of Bordeaux. Be so kind as to make yourself the interpreter of this
satisfaction. I shall always show myself most happy to contribute my share
to the success of all transactions calculated to increase all relations useful to
the system of exchange and agreeable to its agency.

(Signed,) GAUTHIER, Mayor.
Now let me produce, without further comment, a few letters under their

dates. I shall only pause at those which, in my opinion, require explanation
or commentary, that your information may be complete.

Sir,—Please to receive the thanks of the faculty of law, and my own, for the
gift of the Constitution of the. United States ofAmerica, the study of which, is
at this moment, more important than ever. I take this opportunity to express to
you all the interest I feel in the success of the persevering efforts, by which,
in cooperation with Mr. Vattemare, you are multipying the intellectual pro-

. ductions ofnations which stand at the head of civilization.
The president of the faculty,

PELLATTE.

Paris, June 30, 1849.
Sir, —I have placed before the minister a collection* of medals, and eight

* This collection was composed of 40 bronze medals, presented by the Director of the
U. t>. Mint, for 1849, by the authority of Hon. R. Walker, Secretary of the Treasury, and
eight coins, by R. H. Morris, Esq., late Postmaster of New York, to Mr, A. V.
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pieces of American coins, gold, silver, and copper, transmitted by Mr. Vatte-
mare, to be deposited in the museum of the mint of France. The ministerthanks you for this precious collection, and requests you will communicate to
the liberal donors, how highly the French museum appreciate its importance.

Le chef du cabinet,
A. MOREAU DE JONNES.

National Assembly, )

Paris, '27lh July, 1849. \

Sir,—The library of the Assembly has received the American documents
you were kind enough to address to it. We beg of you to accept our thanks
for these important gifts.

We have given instruction to place at your disposal for presentation to the
Congress, the parliamentary documents, published by order of the National
Assembly of France ; but now the proceedings of the National Assembly are
no longer published, and our publications are confined to the report of the
debates in the “ Moniteur Universel.” It is this work, which, for the future, we
will furnish to the United States, through your agency.

The delegated questor,
(Signed,) PENNET.

Museum of Natural History. }

Paris, August 28th, 1849. £

Sir,—We have the honor of acknowledging the receipt of the books, maps,
and other objects you were so kind as to transmit to us, in the name of the
Federal government and several states of the American Union.

The administration of the museum has received these gifts with a lively grat-
itude ; some of these works, and particularly the great and magnificent donation
of the United States exploring expedition, by Commodore Wilkes, are most
precious acquisitions to our library. We shall immediately inform the minister
of public instruction, of the generous gifts received by the museum, through
Mr. Vattemare’s agency, and beg from the minister the necessary authority to
reciprocate these works and collections of what we shall be able to procure, to
be presented to the federal government, and to the several American States.
We wish we could addres sour official thanks to each of the donors, but to do
this, we should require to know theprecise origin of each donation. Wc beg of
you to have the kindness to give us all the necessary information, concerning
this, in your possession.

The professors and trustees of the museum,
DE JUSSIEU, Director.

A. Brongniart, Secretary.

A. Valenciennes, Treasurer.

The books, collections, and letters are ready. There is a collection of
insects, prepared by Professor Milne Edwards, and one, of shells, of the
basin of Paris, prepared by Professor Cordier. Mr. Dufrenoy is preparing a

collection of minerals. Mr. Geoffrey St. Hilaire told me he was ready to
send the birds that might be asked from him. He received, with great delight,
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those presented by the Boston Society of Natural History, and he begs you to
present his thanks to that learned body.

Department of Agriculture and Commerce, >

Paris, 7th September, 1849. £
®*r> —Y° u have transmitted to me, in the name of Mr. Yattemare, drawings

and specifications of the most important inventions, in the mechanic arts, in the
United States, during the year 1847—8, to be presented in the name of the com-
missioners ofpatents to the French government.

I beg ofyou to transmit to Mr. Yattemare my thanks for this communication
the importance and merits of which are so highly appreciated by the department
of commerce. You will likewise oblige me greatly, by expressing my gratitude
to Mr. Burke, informing him, at the same time, that all the drawings and
papers, above mentioned, will be communicated to the society for the encour-
agement ofnational industry, according to his wishes.

The minister of the agriculture and commerce,
V. LANJUINAIS

Among the scientific men who have seen, with the most interest, the draw-
ings from the United States patent office, I must mention to you the name ofMr.
Sdguier. He it is who will probably make the report to that society upon
these inventions, unless he be prevented by the appointment which, it is said, is
to be conferred upon him, as director of the magnetic telegraph line.

Central Agricultural Society, ?

Paris, November 13, 1849. $

Sir,-—The society has received the letter you were kind enough to address to
us, asking of us the transmission of a certain number of agricultural works
from the United States, forwarded by Mr. Yattemare. lam directed by the
society to offer you their thanks for this communication, and to transmit like-
wise, to Mr. Yattemare, the expression of the ardent solicitude which he knows
we entertain for the success of his labors.

Navy Department, )

Paris, November, 1849. $

Sir,—I lose no time in addressing you my thanks, for the letter by which
you do me the favor of announcing to me, the transmission of a collection of
models, specimens, works, and documents, destined by the American Union, to

my department, under the auspices of M. Yattemare. In addressing my thanks
to him for this gift, be kind enough to be the interprerer of my gratitude, and
assure him of my disposition to favor the system of exchange, which he so

justly considers as the most effective means of maintaining fraternal and sym-
pathetic intercourse between France and America. I will give the necessary
instruction to the chief clerk of this department, to receive the objects men-

tioned in your letter, and to submit to me the disposition to be made of the
same. The same officer is instructed to confer with you, in relation to those

ship models, and tire several documents, &c., which M. Yattemare is desirous

of presenting to the Secretary of the Navy of the U. S., and the U. S. Naval
School, at Annapolis.

The Rear Admiral, Secretary of the Navy.
(Signed.) ROMAIN DESFOSSE'S.
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The choice of the objects, to be delivered for America, is left for me. This

will be a difficult work, but you may rely that I will give to it all my attention.
I shall be seconded by Mr. Chasseriaux, private secretary of the minister. It
is enough to say, that neither intelligence, good will, nor activity will be
wanted.

Academy of Moral and Political Sciences, >

Paris, December, 3, 1849. $

Sir, —I presented to the academy the beautiful collections, which M. Vatte-
mare was kind enough to address us, through your agency, in the name of the
joint library committee of Congress. lam directed by the academy, sir, to beg
of you to transmit their thanks to M. Vattemare, of whom they appreciate the
zeal and perseverance for the negotiation of the system of national exchanges ;
and it is with readiness and pleasure that I fulfil this duty.

This collection has been deposited in the library of the institute, and I have
at your disposal, as soon as they will have been bound, four copies of the fifth
volume of the Memoirs, and the second volume of the Memoirs of the Savants
Etrangers.

The perpetual secretary,
(Signed,) MIGNET.

The academy proposes likewise a complete collection of its memoirs for the
Congressional library ;it is now in the hands of the book-binder. If I have no
letter from the Academy of Sciences, it is, alas ! that poor Arago, its perpetual
secretary, is in a very distressing state of health. Lately, he was obliged to
resign the station of member of the common council of the city of Paris, he
filled with so much devotion and zeal. He works no more ; writes no more ;

is rarely seen at the academy ; his glorious life is nearly extinguished.
Custom House Department, >

Paris, December,, 13, 1849.
Sir,—By a letter, dated sth ultimo, you did me the honor of addressing to me

twenty-five circulars from the United States Treasury Department, and in-
formed me, at the same time, that you have, at my disposal, other administrative
documents of the same country. I beg of you to receive my acknowledg-
ments for these, and to transmit them likewise to M. Vattemare. The adminis-
tration will very willingly place at your disposal, and according to your request,
copies of the general tables of the exterior commerce of France, for the year
1848.

The director of the customs,
(Signed,) GRETRIN.

From the Secretary of War, )

Paris December 13, 1848. £

.... 1 beg of you to be interpreter of my thanks to M. Vattemare, as
well as to the authorities who are contributing so largely to increase the riches
of our archives and military library. 1 have instructed the several bureaus of
my department, who have contributed to the transmission, made by the depart-
ment of war, to several states of North America, to collect for those states the
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continuation of the works already published, as well as the new publication that
may have appeared since the last transmission to them.

For the minister, and by his order.
(Signed,) COL. BOURJADE.

Direction of the Affairs of Algiers, ?

December, 27th, 1849. \
Sir,—l have the honor of acknowledging the receipt of the documents, and

beg of you to express my thanks to M. Vattemare. There has been no new
volume of the tables, of the state of the French establishments in Algiers, since
the one of 1845-G, addressed to Mr. Vattemare, in 1847. The continuation of
this publication will soon be resumed ; and I will take care, according to your
desire, to have a certain number of copies set aside for the United States. As
for the “ Scientific Exploration ofAlgiers,” my department has not a single com-
plete copy left, however, yet I will try to complete one copy of this important
publication, to be presented to the library of the American Congress.

For the minister, and by his order, the director of Algerian affairs.
(Signed,) L. BLONDEL.

In a letter addressed to me, dated January Ist, 1850, the questor of the
House of Representatives of Belgium, says;—

“I thank you, sir, for the series of U. S. Congressional documents you trans-
mitted to us. Before preparing the documents to be given in exchange, I
thought it necessary to inquire from Washington, about a case containing our
documents for the sessions 1846-47-48, addressed, on the 19th of December,
1848, to our consul, in America. As soon as I shall have an answer concern-
ing the fate of this case, which must be mislaid somewhere, w'e wr ill address to
you all such documents, as, in our opinion, may be of interest to the Congress
of the United States of America, and endeavor to show the high price we
attach to those relations of good will, friendship, and courtesy, with a nation
so rich in information of the greatest importance to constitutional govern-
ments.”

You understand very well, that those letters are not the only ones received,
but they are sufficient to make you acquainted with the estimation in which
the system is now held ; its progress is measured in the double list of your
transmissions and mine. You may also have perceived, that there is not one
letter which does not announce the donations of works, maps, and documents
the style may vary, the intent always exhibits the same favorable disposition,
to contribute to promote as well as to perpetuate your great enterprise.

It would be easy for me to enter into details, which, although not official, are

not the less certain, for example: I know that they are actively engaged in
differentbureaus at the city government, collecting important works for the
United States, and preparing the reports to the municipal committee, as well
as the letters of thanks you will have to present to the American Legislatures
and city corporations. I know this because I have seen it. I know too, that
the trustees of the National Library have recommended to tw-o of their col-
leagues, to enter into the system of International Exchange, but let us not
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anticipate ; you may wish, however, to learn what administrations, what scien-
tific establishments are, at this moment, preparing to acknowledge the gifts
presented to them, in the name of the American Union.

The Departments of War, of the Navy, of Commerce, of Public Instruction,
of Public Works, of the Interior, of Justice, the Director General of Customs,
the prefecture of the Seine, the cities of Paris, of Nantes, and Marseilles, the
Academies of Moral and Political Science, the Museum of Natural History,
the National Library, the Coast Survey, the Society ffir the encouragement of
National Industry, will all be heard from in due time. I was desirous to ter-
minate with the letter addressed to you by Gayrard, requesting you to beg of
Congress to accept a model of his American Republic.

Paris, December 31st, 1849.
My dear Friend,—For many years I have watched your labors with all the

interest I attach to the realization of a great idea. I have indeed sought to
connect myselfwith it by some works of my own.

You were kind enough to present to the city of New York my bust of the
French Republic. The favorable reception of this gift of an humble artist, the
narration of your success, the view of the mass of scientific and literary treas-
ures with which you have been loaded, from the United States, for France, has
suggested to me the idea of erecting a monument to the American Republic.

It is a statue, the rough copy of which I send you, and which, I trust, will
please you. I ask you to present this, with my respectful homage, to Congress.
My sentiments will be sufficiently manifested by this act; I cannot give a
stronger expression of my feelings.

I shall esteem myself happy if I can perform any part, however humble, in
developing those interchanges of kind feelings and kind acts, in which you
have so efficiently contributed to establish between the United States and
France.

Your sincere friend,
GAYRARD.

Perhaps you have lost the description I sent you of this admirable master-
piece. It is a young and vigorous female, whose face is full of grace and
dignity ; her countenance majestic ; like Justice, she is seated, a halo of thir-
teen stars surrounds her head ; with the right hand she holds the star-spangled
banner, surmounted by a Phrygian cap; a rattle-snake, in thirteen folds, en-
twines the staff, and with the head proudly erect towards the flag, seems to say,
‘‘ Noli me tangere.” Her left hand rests on a helm, significant alike of her
sovereignty and her maritime power. At her feet is the American eagle, look-
ing up at her with an expression of delight, and caressing her with his wings.
Several emblems are appropriately distributed around, here a bow and arrows,
there a cornucopia, here the Indian corn, there the bale of cotton upon which
she sits. All these remind you of her happy conquest over the aboriginal
tribes; of the fecundity of her territory, and the grandeur of its industry and
commerce. When you shall have examined it under every point of view, you
will always find it monumental in every respect; yet the model does not exceed
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two feet in height. The statue rests upon a pedestal of very good taste, which
Gayrard intended to ornament with bass reliefs on the four sides,but the want
of time prevented him.

The thought occurred, doubtless, that American patriotism would indicate to
him subjects, ifnot better, at least more popular than any he might select. Yet
he was irrevocably determined to devote two sides to the Declaration of
Independence, and the treaty of peace of 1783. For the other two bass reliefs,
he begs of you to collect*all you can hear, and transmit them to him.

As to my report, I made it annual only. My opinion is, that for the present
it is sufficient. I see no advantages in giving an account of our operations
before positive results are realized; when the exchange shall have acquired
more activity the state of our operations will be published more frequently.
Meanwhile, I am employed in making known, through a series of publications,
what I would call the historical part of our labors. You have already received
two of them, the third might have reached you if I had time for its preparation.

Now my dear friend, in the account of our operations, during the year 1849,
have I fulfilled your intentions ? You will inform me. As for me, I know that
you have rendered to science, to peace, and civilization, immense services, and
if I say this, it is because I know that your labors are fully appreciated to their
extent by all truly upright hearts and sincere minds, and by all the highest
intellects. And I repeat it, I trust you will not refuse the testimony thus borne
to your merit, for you know me.

C. MOREAU,
Sub-Director of the Central Agency.

Paris, 3 1 st December , 1849.
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B.

Receipts for the Agency, viz:

From the State of Maine, for the years 1848-49, $3OO, $6OO 00
“ “ Vermont, “ 160, 320 00
“ “ New York, “ 850 00
“ “ Virginia, “ 500 00
“ “ North Carolina, 1849, 300 00
“ “ South Carolina, “ 300 00
“ “ Massachusetts, 1848-49, 600 00
“ “ Rhode Island, 1848, 200 00
“ “ Connecticut, 1849, 200 00
“ “ New Hampshire, “ 200 00
tl “ New Jersey, 1848, 300 00

New Hampshire also paid hotel expen-
ses, at Concord, 50 00

“ “ Delaware, $2O for travelling expenses, 20 00
(and an appropriation annually of
$lOO, not yet received.)

From Congress, 1500 00

$5,940 00

N. B. From the above statement, it will be seen that eight States have paid
their entire appropriation ; three a part only, and two nothing yet. And of the
$2OOO voted by Congress, only $l5OO have been given the agency.

Account of Expenditures of M. Vattemare’s Agency, since Bth

June, 1847, to 14th March, 1850, rendered chiefly from mem-

ory, viz. :

1847.
June 8. Paid Fox & Livingston, for passage on board the packet

ship Admiral, from Havre to New York, including
freight for 52 large cases of books, &c., . . $276 00

Hotel expenses for two days, the city kindly defray-
ing all expenses afterwards, .

.
. 4 50

Mr. Gadsby and Mrs. Payton, for one year’s residence
at Washington, ..... 393 76

Hotel expenses for 35 days, at Harrisburgh, Pa., . 47 62

4
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Paid Travelling expenses twice to Harrisburgh, and thence

to Philadelphia, . .
. .

, 200
To waiters at the Columbia House, Phil., during a

stay of three weeks, (the landlords refusing to ren-
der any bill,) ..... 50

Eight days’ residence at the City Hotel, Provi-
dence, R. 1., . . . 16 00

Visits and two days’ residence at West Point, . 6 00
Partition in U. S. Store, Brooklyn, . .

. 18 00
Ferriage from N. Y. to Brooklyn, for 5 months, . 618
Postage, stationery, &c., for three years, .

. 157 00
Clothing, washing, omnibus hire, &c., .

. 208 00
Storage, commission, freight from different parts of

the Union to N. Y., and from Havre to N. Y., and
vice versa, (Messrs. Boyd & Hinkins, agents of the
Havre and N. Y. Packets, having constantly re-
fused to charge for freight from N. York to Havre,) 548 91

Dining at ordinary, Brooklyn, about 50 days, at
124 cents, . . . . . 6 00

To Mr. Moreau, sub-agent, for regular annual expen-
ses of the central agency, from Ist May, 1847, to
Ist A 1 ay, 1849, (see my first printed report of 1848,)* 10,500 00

$12,113 47
It will be perceived that the expenses have exceeded the receipts, by the

sum of $6,173 47.

* Viz.: For Mr. Moreau, sub-director, per year, , . $lOOO 00
Clerk, “ . . 450 00
Two messengers, “ 400 00
Rent of office, "... 400 00
Travelling expenses, .... 1500 00
Sundry expenses for printing reports, boxing, &c., 1500 00

5250 00
Second year the same, ...... 5250 00

Amounting as above, to . . . . . $10,500 00


