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AN ACT
Concerning Returns of Elections.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. It shall be the duty of the mayor and aldcr-
-2 men and the clerk of each city in the Commonwealth
•1 to examine, as soon as may be after any election, the
4 returns made by the returning officers of each ward
0 in such city, of the results of the election in said
6 ward ; and if any manifest error shall appear therein,
1 in the form of the return, the mayor and aldermen
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8 shall forthwith give notice to said ward officers of the
9 error or deficiency in the form of said return ; and it

10 shall be the duty of said ward officers forthwith^to
11 make a new and additional return, under oath, in con-
-12 formity to the truth in the case, which additional
13 return, whether made upon such notice, or by the
14 officers of any ward without such notice, shall be re-
-15 ceived by the mayor and aldermen or clerk of said
16 city, at any time before the expiration of the day
17 next preceding the day on which, by law, they are
18 required to make their returns, or to declare the re-
-19 suits of said election in said city; and all the original
20 and additional returns so made, shall be examined by
21 the mayor and aldermen, and shall be made part of
22 their returns of the results of such election. And in
23 counting the votes in any election, no returns shall
24 be rejected where the whole number of votes given
25 for any officer or representative voted for, and the
26 whole number of votes given for each candidate voted
27 for, can be ascertained from such returns.

1 Sect. 2. When returns of elections from any
2 town are received at the office of the Secretary of
3 the Commonwealth, not sealed up as by law required,
4 the secretary shall forthwith give notice thereof to the
5 returning officers of said town; and upon the receipt
6 of said notice, said returning officers shall make a

7 copy of their record of the votes cast at said election,
8 and shall make oath to the correctness of said copy;
9 and shall transmit the same to the said secretary,

10 sealed up as is required by law in the case ot the
11 original returns. And if, upon the opening of said
12 copy of the record, by the governor and council, by
13 the legislature, or by any person or persons duly au-

-14 thorized to open the returns and count the votes, the
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15 original return shall be found in substantial conform-
-16 ity with the copy of the record returned as aforesaid,
17 then said original return shall not be rejected because
18 of the informality before mentioned: provided, that
19 said copy of the record shall have been received by
20 the said secretary before the expiration of the day
21 next preceding that on which, by law, the returns of
22 said election are to be opened and the votes counted.




