
SENATE....]■No. 126.

[Reported by a Joint Special Committee.]

AN ACT
Concerning the Eastern Railroad Company and the South

Reading Branch Railroad.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The South Reading Branch Railroad is
2 hereby authorized to lease the entire road, with all the
3 rights, privileges, and franchises to them belonging, to
4 the Eastern Railroad Company, which is hereby au-
-5 thorizcd to hire the same upon such terms, and for
6 such lime, as may be agreed upon by the parties ; pro-
-7 vided, that said lessees shall be required by the terms
8 of their lease to run not less than one freight and live
9 passenger trains each way daily, Sundays excepted,
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10 over the line of said South Reading Branch Railroad
11 from and between Salem and Boston, using therefor
12 the Boston and Maine Railroad to and from Boston,
13 according to the provisions of law, so as to furnish all
14 reasonable accommodation to the public generally, and
15 the business along the line of said road; and provided
16 also, that if they shall not agree with the Boston and
17 Maine Railroad Company upon the terms of such
18 connection, the said South Reading Branch Railroad
19 shall forthwith petition the Supreme Judicial Court to
20 appoint commissioners to arrange the terms of such
21 connection as provided by the laws of this Common-
-22 wealth.

1 Sect. 2. Said Eastern Railroad Company is hereby
2 authorized to hold stock, and to purchase, hold, and
3 sell stock in said South Reading Branch Railroad in
4 its own name, or in the name of trustees; provided,
5 that if the Eastern Railroad Company hold or pur-
-6 chase the major part of the stock of the South Read-
-7 ing Branch Railroad, they shall run passenger and
8 freight trains as provided in the first section.

1 Sect. 3. If any disagreement shall arise as to
2 what may be considered reasonable accommodation to
3 the public and business along the line of said road from
4 and between Salem and Boston, the Supreme Judicial
5 Court, or any judge thereof, either in term time or va-
-6 cation, upon application of any person, shall be au-
-7 thorized to appoint three commissioners to settle such
8 disagreement, who shall proceed to the discharge of
9 their duties without delay.

1 Sect. 4. And whereas the Eastern Railroad Com-
-2 pany have heretofore purchased and placed in the
3 names of individuals for them a majority of the stock
4 of the South Reading Branch Railroad, and, by their
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5 contract with Thomas Emerson and others bearing
6 date the fourth day of March last, have agreed to
7 purchase all the outstanding shares of such South
8 Reading Branch Railroad at par, with interest from the
9 first day of July last, said contract is hereby con-

-10 firmed and made obligatory. It is, however, hereby
11 expressly provided that in case said Eastern Railroad
12 Company shall not take and pay for all of such stock
13 at the prices prescribed by said contract, if offered
II within ninety days from the passage of this act, then
15 all the powers and privileges hereby granted to them
16 shall cease and become imperative, and, in such case,
IT nothing herein contained shall be construed to sanc-
-18 tion the purchase of any part of the stock of said
19 South Reading Branch Railroad heretofore bought
20 by them and placed in the names of individuals as
21 aforesaid: and they shall have no right whateverJ O

22 directly or indirectly to hold or to control such stock
23 thus purchased, and no vote shall be given thereon,
21 nor shall the same be represented at any corporate
25 meeting; and said Eastern Railroad Company shall
26 neither directly or indirectly exert any control over
27 the operation of said South Reading Branch Railroad,
28 or take or hold any lease of the same; and if now
29 liable to legal proceedings for the violation of their
30 charter they shall remain liable to such proceedings,
31 any provisions in this act to the contrary notwith-
-32 standing.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.

House of Representatives, April 26, 1852.
Passed to be engrossed.

Sent up for concurrence.
LEWIS JOSSELYN, Cleric.




