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The Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to which
was committed the petition of the Grand Junction and Eastern
Railroad Companies, praying leave to enter the city of Boston
at a more convenient point, report the accompanying bill.

For the Committee,

JNO. B. ALLEY, Chairman.
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In Senate, May 3, 1852.
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AN ACT
Concerning the Grand Junction Railroad and Depot

Company, and the Eastern Railroad Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The Grand Junction Railroad and Depot
2 Company, and Eastern Railroad Company, or either
3 of them, are hereby empowered to locate, construct,
4 and maintain a branch railroad with one or more
5 tracks, commencing at some convenient point in
6 Somerville, on the line of the said Grand Junction
7 Railroad as heretofore authorized to be built; thence
8 on the easterly side of the Boston and Maine Railroad
9 to some convenient point south from Cambridge street

10 in Charlestown, where it may cross to the westerly

£omnrontotaU!j of JHassartjttsctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Two.
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11 side of said Boston and Maine Railroad, and from
12 thence to Causeway street in the city of Boston, and
13 from thence, provided the said companies so elect, to
14 the northwesterly side of Market street, witli the
15 privilege of connecting with the Boston and Maine
16 road at some convenient point, with the consent of
17 said Boston and Maine road; provided , also , that said
18 companies, or either of them, shall not by virtue
19 hereof take any land in Boston easterly of the middle
20 of the dock between Tilden’s wharf and the freight
21 station of the Boston and Maine Railroad, except by
22 consent of said parties, nor erect any part of their
23 bridge so as to prevent access to said dock and freight
24 station. And provided, also, that in the construction
25 of the bridge from prison point bridge to the Boston
26 shore, a clear passage shall be left between any part
27 of the structure of said bridge to be constructed and
28 the island of the Boston and Maine Railroad, of not
29 less than fifty feet, and also that the direction of said
30 line shall be such that no part of the location where
31 it crosses the prison point bridge shall be west of a
32 point thirty-five feet easterly from the east side of the
33 draw of said bridge, and also that the channels west
34 of the island of the Boston and Maine road shall be
35 altogether two hundred feet in width, exclusive of the
36 part occupied by the bridge; provided, however, that
37 nothing in this act shall relieve the Boston and Maine
38 road from their legal obligations to maintain said
39 channel in all parts not covered by said bridge, as
40 they are now in law bound to do.

1 Sect. 2. That instead of the route above described
2 in case said companies or either of them deem it for
3 the safety and convenience of the public travel, they,
4 the said Grand Junction Railroad and Depot Com-



[May,4 GRAND JUNCTION AND EASTERN R. R.

5 pany and the Eastern Railroad Company, or either of
6 them, are hereby empowered to locate, construct,
7 and maintain a branch railroad with one or more
8 tracks, from some convenient point in the Grand
9 Junction Railroad, as now authorized to be built in

10 Somerville, on the easterly side of said Boston and
11 Maine Railroad to the westerly end of the passenger
12 depot and buildings of said last mentioned road, and
13 westerly from Haverhill street; provided , that no land
14 shall he taken now belonging to or within the loca-
-15 tion of said Boston and Maine Railroad on the easterly
16 side thereof and south from prison point bridge,
17 without the consent of said Company.

1 Sect. 3. The said Grand Junction and Eastern
2 Railroad Companies, or either of them, in case of
3 their election to build the last mentioned branch,
4 instead of that described in the first section of this
5 act, shall have the right to take for the use of said
6 last mentioned branch the land lying in said Boston
7 westerly of the centre of the dock aforesaid and east-
-8 erly of Andover street, subject to the provisions of
9 the 39th chapter of the Revised Statutes, and any of

10 the said railroad companies may exchange their lands
11 and arrange their respective tracks so as best to avoid
12 risk and danger to the public travel.

1 Sect. 4. That unless said Grand Junction and

2 Eastern Railroad Companies, or one of them, shall
3 locate one of the said "routes within one year, and

4 shall build and complete the said road within two

5 years, this act shall he void.

1 Sect. 5. That at the crossings of the Fitchburg
2 road, and Boston and Maine road, the Grand Junction
3 or Eastern Railroad shall keep and maintain such
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4 guards, signals, or other safeguards against accidents,
5 as shall from time to time be prescribed by the county
6 commissioners of the county of Middlesex, and pro-
-7 vided also that no land belonging to the Fitchburg

O O O

8 Railroad Company shall be taken for the said branch
9 on the easterly side of the Boston and Maine Railroad

10 for depots or engine-houses without the consent of
11 the Boston and Fitchburg Railroad Company.

1 Sect. 6. That the Grand Junction Railroad and
2 Depot Company arc hereby empowered to hire or pur-
-3 chase that part of the track, buildings, franchise, and
4 other property of the Eastern Railroad Company lying
5 in East Boston, and Chelsea, and North Chelsea.

1 Sect. 7. That for the purposes of this act the
2 Eastern Railroad Company may create new stock to
3 an amount not exceeding ten hundred thousand dol-
-4 lars, to be divided into shares of one hundred dollars
5 each, and the said shares may be paid for in cash or
6 in exchange for bonds of said corporation at not less
7 than the par value of said stock.

1 Sect. 8. That so much of Section 1 of the act
2 entitled “An Act authorizing the Eastern Railroad
3 Company to extend their road,” approved May 2d,
4 1849, as authorized the extension of said Eastern
5 Railroad westerly beyond the Salem turnpike is dc-
-6 dared repealed.

1 Sect. 9. In case any part of the property bclong-
-2 ing to the Commonwealth, at or near the State prison,
3 shall be required for the purpose of this act, a com-
-4 missioner on the part of the Commonwealth shall be
5 appointed by the governor and council to settle the
6 damage with said company in such manner and upon
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7 such terras as lie may deem best, or by a jury or a
8 reference to arbitration to be mutually agreed upon
9 by the parties.

1 Sect. 10. The bridges shall be provided with suita-
-2 ble draws, which, together with the bridges, shall be
3 constructed under the direction of a commissioner to
4 be appointed by the governor and council, and whose
5 services shall be paid for by said corporations or either
6 of them, and the said companies shall at all times
7 keep said draws in good repair and furnish men to
8 open them for the passage of vessels either by day or

9 by night.

1 Sect. 11. The motive power and the rate of speed
2 for crossing any of the streets in the city of Boston,
3 as well as the securities at the crossings, shall be regu-
-4 lated in such manner as shall be required by the
5 mayor and aldermen of said city.
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Amendment proposed by Mr. Knowlton to the hill concerning
the Grand Junction Railroad and Depot Company, and the
Eastern Railroad Company.

1 Sect. —. The Eastern Railroad Company shall
2 hire the South Reading Branch Railroad for such term
3 of years as may be agreed upon by the parties, not
4 less however than ten years, and shall pay therefor at
5 the rate of six per cent, per annum upon every hun-
-6 dred dollars of the capital stock of said South Read-
-7 ing Branch Railroad Company, in equal semi-annual
8 payments on the first day of July and the first day of
9 January of each and every year during said lease;

10 and by the terms of said lease the Eastern Railroad
11 Company shall be required, by way of advance of rents,
12 to pay and discharge all existing debts and liabilities
13 of said South Reading Branch Railroad Company,
14 and shall also be required to run not less than one
15 freight and four passenger trains each way daily, Sun-
-16 days excepted, over the line of said South Reading
IT Branch Railroad, so as to furnish all reasonable ac-
-18 commodation to the public generally and to the
19 business along the line of said road; provided, that
20 the Eastern Railroad Company shall hold in its own
21 name, or in the name of trustees, or shall control
22 directly or indirectly a majority of the stock of said
23 South Reading Branch Railroad Company, or if the

APPENDIX.
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24 owners of a majority of the stock of said South Read-
-25 in" Branch Railroad Company shall consent to or re-

-26 quest the Eastern Railroad Company to make such
27 lease; and provided, also , that if they shall not agree
28 with the Boston and Maine Railroad Company upon
29 the terms of connection with that road, they shall
30 forthwith petition the Supreme Judicial Court to ap-
-31 point commissioners to arrange the terms of such
32 connection as provided by the laws of the Common-
-33 wealth.


