
SENATE....!No. 14C.

In Senate, May 11, 1852.

Report Of The Joint Standing Committee on Roads and Bridges., to which
was recommitted the bill entitled “An Act in addition to an
act relating to Charles River Bridge and Warren Bridge,” with
the amendments thereto adopted by the Senate to authorize
the purchase, maintenance and free use of Chelsea Bridge,
and to be provided for from a common fund, and also giving
the free use of such Chelsea Bridge as soon as purchased to
the proprietors of Mystic River Flats, respectfully

That the city of Charlestown, by the mayor and council,
appeared before them and entered their earnest protest against
the creation of a fund to purchase and maintain the Chelsea
bridge by a tax levied on the inhabitants of Charlestown.

They urged in behalf of Charlestown that the subject was
one of great importance and deeply affecting their interests, and
that a large sum would be required for the objects contemplated,
which must be raised by a dry tax on the people of Charles-
town, who had no interest in the Chelsea bridge, and would
derive no benefit from its being made toll free.

The Fitchburg Railroad Company also appeared by their
president and counsel as remonstrants, and urged upon the
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committee the great injustice of compelling them and their
customers of the comities of Middlesex, Worcester, Franklin
and Berkshire, to pay tolls for the maintenance of Chelsea
bridge which rendered them no income whatever, and asked
for further time and delay to prepare evidence and present ad-
ditional objections, but your committee were of opinion that it
was unnecessary further to hear these objections in detail.

It was urged for Chelsea bridge that citizens of Chelsea had
contributed by tolls to free the Warren and Charles River
bridges, and therefore the people of Charlestown and Boston
who use the latter should contribute to free the former.

But it is obvious that if the people of Chelsea have thus con-
tributed, they have their full equivalent in the free use and
maintenance of the Warren and Charles River bridges while
they have occasion to pass, and that (hey have no right to
demand payment a second time by requiring those who never
use the Chelsea bridge to contribute to its support.

Should Charlestown and Boston be compelled to free and
support the Chelsea bridge, they might, it could he argued,
upon the same reasoning, be called on to contribute hereafter
to free and support the bridge at Beverly, and various bridges
across the Connecticut, and intermediate towns, inasmuch as
the parties most interested in their use have contributed more
or less by tolls to the Charles River and Warren bridges.
Your committee also consider that if tolls should be placed on

two bridges between Chelsea and Boston, few inhabitants of
Chelsea would contribute to the tolls, inasmuch as a cheap and

excellent ferry is now established between Chelsea and Boston,

and your committee could see no justice in allowing the par-

ties who propose to fill the flats in Mystic River the immediate
free use of Chelsea bridge, without requiring them to contrib-
ute a dollar towards its support. In view of all these consider-
ations, your committee think that the bill as originally reported
(Senate, No. 78,) ought to pass.

For the Committee,
HENRY HOBERT.


