
SENATE....:No. 30.

Philadelphia, January Ist, 1852.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

Gentlemen,—The undersigned, the Presidents of the Select
and Common Councils of the City of Philadelphia, beg leave
to present to your honorable bodies the accompanying resolu-
tions of the Select and Common Councils of the City of Phila-
delphia, and to desire you to further the object therein ex-
pressed.

We are very respectfully,

Your obedient servants.

WILLIAM MORRIS,
President of Select Council.

THOMAS SNOWDEN,
President of Common Council.

PHILADELPHIA CONVENTION, JULY 4, 1852.
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PREAMBLE AND RESOLUTIONS
or THI

SELECT AND COMMON COUNCILS
OF THE

CITY OF PHILADELPHIA.

City Hall, Philadelphia, September, 1851.

At a meeting of the Select and Common Councils of the City
of Philadelphia, held this day, the following Preamble and
Resolutions were adopted:

Whereas. The spot on which the Congress of the American
colonies declared their independence, should be dear to the
whole nation to which that act gave birth ; it is hallowed not
only by the heroism of the men, who, in the name of a small
and scattered people, renounced the rule of a powerful king,
but by the first formal promulgation of the principles of politi-
cal liberty , which are the inheritance of our own great republic,
and the guide and hope of the friends of man throughout the
world.

Viewed with this reference, the hall of the Old State House

of the colony of Pennsylvania, may take precedence in interest
of every other edifice, ancient or modern. In it assembled the
apostles of political freedom. In it, calling God to witness the
truth of their cause, they pledged their lives to that revelation
of right, from the progress of which, within the brief period of
a human life, we are assured that, in due time, it will embrace
the convictions and secure the happiness of the whole family
of mankind. It is assumed, therefore, that the thirteen states

of 1776 feel a common and special pride, in the alliance of

their names with the Declaration of Independence ; with the
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wisdom which conceived it; the valor which resolved it; the
fortitude which sustained, the glory which still confirms it;
and that they will unite in further consecrating the place of its
adoption by memorials worthy of the act and of its authors.

Entertaining these views, be it, and it is hereby
Resolved, By the Select and Common Councils of the city of

Philadelphia ;

First, That it is expedient to have erected, in the grove be-
longing to the hall in which the national independence was de-
clared, “one or more” monuments, commemorative respectively
of the states and of the men, parties to that glorious event.

Secondly, That in order to accomplish this patriotic design,
the presidents of the Select and Common Councils, are hereby
directed to furnish a copy of these proceedings to, and memo-
rialize the Legislatures of the States of Massachusetts , New
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey ,
Pennsylvania , Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina and Georgia, suggesting to those Legislatures
to appoint each two delegates to a Convention, to assemble in
Independence Hall, on the fourth day of July, 1852, as the
guests of the city of Philadelphia, there to deliberate upon a
plan of carrying into effect this proposition, in a manner be-
coming the means of their constituents and the memories of the
illustrious dead.

Thirdly, That, in the event of this proposition having a fa-vorable response from the states addressed, the Select and Com-
mon Councils of the City of Philadelphia, in the name of the
citizens, are pledged to hold the grounds of Independence Hullfree from all encroachments upon the monuments therein to beerected, and to guard the same, equally with the hull itself asa sacred and national trust, forever.

Attest, THOS. BIRCH
Clerk of Common Council.

EDMUND WILCOX,
Clerk of Select Council.
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The Joint Committee on the Library, to whom was commit-
ted the Preamble and Resolutions of the Select and Common
Councils of the City of Philadelphia, relative to a Convention
in Independence Hall, on the 4th day of July next, report the
accompanying Preamble and Resolve.

Per order,

CHARLES C. HAZEWELL, Chairman.

Comwontoraltlj of IHasßactmsetts,

In Senate, February 17th, 1852
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RESOLVE

Concerning the Election of Delegates to the Philadelphia Con-
vention, July 4, 1852.

Whereas, A communication has been received from the Select
and Common Councils of the city of Philadelphia, proposing
to hold a Convention of Delegates from the thirteen states of
1776, on the fourth day of July next, in the hall where the
Declaration of Independence was made, for the purpose of
considering the expediency of erecting in the grove belonging
to said hall, “ one or more” monuments commemorative,
respectively, of the men and parties to that declaration,
therefore,

Resolved, That two delegates to said proposed convention be
chosen by this Legislature, in convention of both branches, and
that his excellency the governor be authorized to draw his war-
rant for the payment of their necessary expenses.

eommontotaltl) of Jflassactjusttts

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Two.




