
SENATE....:No. 32.

Ordered, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed to con-
sider the expediency of declaring by statute, that in all criminal
cases, the jury shall be judges of both law and fact.

F. H. UNDERWOOD, Clerk.

In Senate, January 21, 1852.

iromraomuraltli of iHassatiusms.



RIGHTS OF JURIES. [Feb

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was committed
an order on the 21st ultimo, to consider the expediency of de-
claring by statute that in all criminal cases the jury shall be
judges of both law and fact, report the accompanying bill.

For the Committee,

S. E. SEWALL.

©ommontoealtl) of J«assartjuaetts.

In Senate, February 18, 1852.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty'
Two.

AN ACT
To declare the Rights of Juries in Criminal Cases.

BE it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representor
fives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. In every criminal case, both the defendant
3 and his counsel, and the counsel for the prosecution.
3 shall have the right to argue any question of law
i arising therein to the jury; and the presiding judge5 shall give his opinion to the jury on matters of law
6 as heretofore; but the jury shall, in every such case,
7 be the sole judges of the law and the fact: provided
8 nevertheless , that nothing herein contained shall pre--9 vent the court from granting a new trial in any crim--10 inal case, where the verdict has been in favor of the

11 Commonwealth; or prevent any defendant against12 whom a verdict has been found, from excepting to3 the opinion of the judge of the court of common
pleas, and carrying the case to the supreme judicial15 court, as now authorized by law.
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