
SENATE....No. 34.

arommontoealti) of i^aasiactjusetts.

Secretary’s Office, Boston, ) 
February 1 Aik. 1852. \

S ir,—By an order of the 11th instant, the Secretary of State 
is directed to inform the Senate, “ whether the books, records and 
other documents and public property in his office are preserved 
in safe and sufficient places of deposit, secure from fire and 
moisture; and whether any further provision is necessary for 
their better protection.”

Before answering directly the inquiries of the Honorable Sen
ate, it may be proper to state that the business of this depart
ment has been continually increasing ever since its establish
ment, and has greatly exceeded in extent all the accommoda
tions that were at first provided.

In 1831, in consideration of the very crowded state of the 
office, and the imminent exposure of the public archives to de
struction by fire, the Legislature took measures to provide a 
fire proof building, in the rear of the Doric Hall, into which a 
large part of the most valuable documents and manuscripts 
were removed in 1832. This afforded a temporary relief, but 
so rapidly did the business of the department increase, that in 
1837, an addition was made to the office room, by taking into 
it the space adjoining, which, up to that time, had been used as 
an entry and stairway to the council chamber.

From 1837 to 1847, the business increased nearly one hun
dred per cent., and in the latter year it was deemed necessary 
to convert the cellar or basement underneath the office into a
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room for the accommodation of the additional clerks which the 
public service required. This was accordingly done. The 
water-closets, «fee. were removed, and a room was fitted up, as 
well adapted to the object designed, as the nature of the case 
would admit. Beside these arrangements, several closets have 
been made in different parts of the building, into which have 
been placed the various documents and publications that have 
necessarily been accumulating with the lapse of years. All 
these places of deposit are now filled.

The following detailed account of the manner in which the 
several rooms are occupied, will give a full view of the accom
modations now afforded to this department of the public ser
vice, and answer more explicitly the inquiries contained in the 
order of the Senate. •

1st. The office proper, is occupied by the secretary, his dep
uty, assistant, and two extra clerks. In this room the general 
business of the office is transacted. It is crowded in every part 
with public documents and books of reference.

More or less persons are also almost continually employed in 
this room on private account, copying the public archives for 
historical and other purposes. Here, also, a great part of the 
engrossing of bills is executed, a service that requires a quiet 
and retired room, very different from the one of which we 
speak. Much of the folding and packing connected with the 
distribution of public documents, is also done in this part of the 
office. So many and so diverse kinds of service in so limited a 
space, necessarily retards and renders inconvenient the tran
saction of the public business.

2d. The large room under the office of the secretary, leading 
from it, and constructed as before mentioned, is the depository 
of all the publications emanating from this department; such 
as the abstracts of the returns of paupers, jails and houses of 
correction, registration, banks, insurance, agricultural societies, 
laws and resolves, laws of Congress. The space, in glass cases, 
allotted to these documents, is very limited, and large masses of 
matter have to be carried to the highest room in the building for 
storage. This apartment is also used as a packing room, when 
any large issue to the cities and towns is ordered by the Legis
lature. There is also a large dark closet connected with this 
room, where the volumes of reported decisions, «fcc. «fee. of the
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supreme court are kept; this has of late been discovered to be 
quite unfit for the purpose, owing to excessive moisture from 
the walls, and some volumes have already shown evidence of 
injury from mould and dry rot.

Three clerks are here employed; one, who has charge of the 
revolutionary muster rolls and miscellaneous volumes connected 
therewith, all of which are kept in this basement. The licens
ing of pedlars is done by this clerk. The other two are employ
ed in compiling abstracts from the various returns, assisting in 
the forming of various statistics called for by the Legislature. 
Much of the engrossing is done here, for want of more suitable 
room.

The stove or furnace used in this room is of such a construc
tion as to consume the vitality of the air. Having no air-box 
connected with it and communicating with the exterior of the 
building, the atmosphere is rendered unfit, from its excessive 
impurity, for respiration by those occupying the apartment. 
This room is but poorly lighted, and has no means of ventila
tion whatever. It is moreover so generally damp as to be an 
unsuitable place for hooks and manuscripts. Soon after coming 
into office, the undersigned discovered that some of the printed 
volumes and blank books stored in this room, had become so 
mouldy and decayed as to he entirely useless. Amongst these 
were several volumes of the “ Statistics relating to the United 
States Census of 1840,” which had arrived at such a state of 
decomposition as to be not only worthless but offensive, and 
were thrown away. Samples of these hooks were retained, and 
may be seen at this office, or will be furnished to the Senate for 
examination, if desired.

In addition to these statements, it may be proper to remark 
that both the room now referred to, and the office above are 
constantly pervaded, to a greater ojr less extent, with offensive, 
and doubtless unwholesome effluvia, arising from some cause 
not yet satisfactorily ascertained, but probably from the vaults 
or drains underneath this part of the building.

3. The fire-proof room designated No. 1, is occupied with 
volumes of the archives, prepared under resolves of the Legisla
ture- they entirely fill the room, and of the contents, a cata
logue has already been prepared, and a chronological index far 
advanced, is in daily progress of completion.
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4th. Fire proof room No. 2, contains the volumes of records 
of the General Court, records of the council, volumes of trans
cript of the Plymouth colony records, a large number of vol
umes, miscellaneous in their nature, viz: letters, from an early 
period, civil and military commissions, various returns, acts 
of incorporation, and resolves, on parchment, bound, for each 
year, from 1820. Files of bills and resolves, being the elemen
tary reports, &c. of the engrossed matter. Files of the council, 
from an early period. Maps and plans of towns, taken in the 
years 1794 and 1830, together with a large amount of miscella
neous matter, in files and rolls. Both these last named apart
ments, containing the most valuable of the public archives, are 
in a crowded state, and, from the dampness consequent upon 
the construction of thick walls, and the want of artificial heat, 
their contents give evidence of decay from mould. With all 
the care that can be used, some degree of decomposition must 
be continually going on.

5th. A closet near the fire-proof is filled with the spare 
copies of the documents of the Senate and House; there is a 
large quantity of them, and they are frequently resorted to, to 
complete files, &c. &c.

6th. A closet in the rear of the statue of Washington. Al
though not fire-proof, it is surrounded by thick walls, and en
tirely filled with books and documents, amongst which are 
some six hundred vojumes of Special Laws of vol. 8, statistics 
of industry, agricultural abstracts, laws of 1847. This room 
is damp, and causes books in a short time to become musty.

7th. A closet near the green room in the fourth story of this 
building. This is a room of considerable dimensions, and is 
crowded with papers and prirfted documents; such as valua
tion lists, returns of votes, a large number of MSS. volumes 
belonging to the war office of the revolution; reports of vari
ous kinds; council records, pay rolls, and extensive files of 
accounts and returns, in manuscript.

8th. A large room in the attic in the fifth  story, familiarly 
known as “ the Oregon.” This is filled to its utmost capacity 
with combustible matter, in the form of laws of Congress; 
pamphlet laws of Massachusetts; bound volumes of ditto; 
bound volumes of State papers; special laws of Massachu
setts; bound journals of the provincial Congress, (a very few
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copies;) special laws, vols. 6 and 7; house journals; bound 
original reports of committees on Revised Statutes; bound 
laws and resolves of Massachusetts; returns of United States 
census; old maps, and various manuscripts. Also, a large 
deposit from the treasury department, in chests and bundles, of 
cancelled continental money, depreciation notes, &c. &c.

The two last named rooms are free from dampness, but much 
exposed to destruction by fire, especially as committee rooms 
are now in their immediate vicinity, where lights are often used.

9th. In addition to the above, there are several large book 
cases in different places, one of which it has been found neces
sary to erect within a few days, in the open space in front of 
the office, and in which has been deposited the census of 1850, 
and other documents.

After making the foregoing statements, it is hardly necessary 
to add, that in the opinion of the undersigned, the interests of 
the Commonwealth do imperatively demand “ further provision 
for the safe keeping of the public archives.”

With great respect,

I have the honor to be

Your obedient servant,

AMASA WALKER, 
Secretary o f the Commonwealth.

To Hon. H enry W ilson,
President o f  the Senate.




