
SENATE....No. 98.

The Joint Committee on Prisons, to whom was referred the
Annual Report of the Inspectors of the State Prison, have
considered that portion of it which relates to promiscuous
visiting by strangers, and

The committee find that this subject has received the atten-
tion of, and been commented upon, by various committees and
boards of inspectors, invariably in opposition to the present
system. So long ago as 1848, the subject was alluded to in
the able report of the Legislative Committee on Prisons, of
that year, as follows ;

“ Something should be done to diminish the great influx of
visitors, now amounting to about six thousand annually. If
the prisoners do not receive mischievous communications, it
must be any thing but agreeable to many of them to be shown
up in this way, like a menagerie of wild beasts, for the paltry
fee of twenty-five cents. Now the opinion of the committee
is this : that if the public have a right to free admission, or if it
is best it should be admitted thus freely, no fee should be
charged. On the other hand, if it is not desirable that visitors
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should be admitted thus indiscriminately, nn money should
purchase (he privilege.”

The Board of Inspectors, in their report for last year, thus
allude to the subject:

“ When lirst informed of its existence, our impression was,
that it was hardly consistent with the respectability of the
Commonwealth, that visitors should be admitted to one of her
most important institutions as to a show or exhibition, upon
the payment of a fee, and not humane to the convicts, to tear
away the veil from their seclusion, and expose their shame or
their repentance to the general gaze. If the public have an
indiscriminate right to visit the prison, let the doors be open to
all decent and respectable persons without a charge, which is
an infringement on such right, if it exists. But we cannot see
that there is any such right, nor can we perceive any reason in
expediency or policy, why the feelings of the unfortunate crim-
inals should be violated by thus exposing them to the idle
curiosity of the world. The evils of the practice are manifest.
If any and every decently dressed person against whom nothing
positive is known or suspected, is to be admitted within the
walls of the prison, and to visit the workshops and cells, the
eyes of Argus would not be able to prevent occasional contact
and communication with the prisoners; and if such communi-
cation is effected, one of the great objects of the institution is
frustrated, and a most dangerous mode is established for impair-
ing the discipline and good order of the prison. We think
that the public generally should not be admitted merely upon
the payment of a fee, or even without one; and that in the
case of persons having any good reason for wishing to visit the
institution, a permit should be obtained from one of the inspect-
ors. This could very easily be done in any proper case. The
profit derived from these admissions is not a consideration ofsufficient value to be placed in opposition to the probableabuses to which this custom may and does give rise.”

The examinations the committee have made, and the answersthey have received from the inspectors and officers of the



31854.] SENATE—No. 98.

prison, to their inquiries upon the subject, as well as the prac-
tical observation of the working of the system, which they
have been enabled to make during their several visits, leads
them to concur most fully in the reasons that have been given
for a change. They believe the present system of promiscuous
visiting is highly injurious in its tendency, both in its moral
effect, and as it regards the discipline of the prison. Enter-
taining these views, the committee are unanimously of opinion,
that a change should be made, and therefore present the fol-
lowing Bill.

MOSES KIMBALL, Chairman.
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Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. No persons other than the executive gov-
-2 eminent of the Commonwealth, members of the legis-
-3 lature, or officers of justice, or other persons having
4 business at the State Prison, shall be allowed to visit
5 the same without a special permit from one of the
6 inspectors or the warden of said prison.

1 Sect. 2. The warden shall cause a register to be
2 kept of the names and residence of all persons so visit-
-3 ing, and of the authority by which they visit, and
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4 said register shall at all times he open to the in-
-5 specters.

1 Sect. 3. The warden may refuse admission to any
2 person having a permit, when it may appear that such
3 visit would be injurious to the best interest of the
4 prison ; but he shall report such refusal to the inspect-
-5 ors, at their monthly meeting next after such refusal.

1 Sect. 4. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 with this act, are hereby repealed.




