
SENATE....No. 133.

The Joint Special Committee to whom was referred the
Report of the Commissioners appointed under the Act provid-
ing for the Enlargement of the State House, submit the fol-
lowing

The subject of providing increased accommodations for the
executive and legislative departments of the government, has
for many years been agitated, and the necessity for such pro-
vision had become so urgent and apparent, that the last legis-
lature, after a thorough examination, made by commissioners
appointed under authority of a resolve passed in the year 1852,
took definiteaction in relation to it, and by an act and resolve
appropriated the sum of $BO,OOO for the purpose of enlarging the
State House, and of thus supplying the want which had been
so long felt. It was intended by this legislation, not only that
sufficient room should be furnished for the transaction of the
business of the various departments of the government, but
that a safe place of deposit should be provided for the records,
papers, and books, of the Commonwealth. Your committee
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believe, that no one who has even slightly examined this sub-
ject, can fail to be aware of the inconveniences to which the
legislature and the principal officers of the government have
heretofore been subjected, by the want of sufficient accommoda-
tion, or of the unsafely of the present building, as a place for pre-
serving valuable books and papers, or can doubt the wisdom of
the initiatory steps taken by our predecessors, to supply defects,
which a dueregard to the interests and the honor of the Common-
wealth demanded should no longer exist. With this view, the
act and resolve of 1853, before referred to, were passed. By
them, the legislature provided that a fire-proof building should
be erected, as an addition to the present State House, and de-
termined what should be its size and capacity.

In regard to a matter of this importance, they did not think
it proper to submit to the discretion of a committee, or of a
board of commissioners, the question of what was required,
and to be governed by their opinion and action upon it, but
they prescribed what should be done, and left an executive
duty merely to be discharged by others.

According to the provisions of the act of April 27, 1853, a
board of commissioners was appointed, whose duties were thus
prescribed, limited and defined, and who immediately entered
upon the discharge of their duties, and who have, in the report
referred to this committee, stated the progress which has been
made in the work.

Your committee have thought it their duty to examine very
carefully into the proceedings of the commissioners, and upon
such examination they are of opinion that the work has been
advanced as rapidly as was practicable; that the contracts made
by them, were as favorable to the Commonwealth as could be
obtained, and that the money expended by them has been judi-
ciously and economically applied. It appears that the amount
appropriated was wholly insufficient for the object designed to
be obtained. Your committee have not been able to ascertain,
that any detailed estimates of the cost of the structure were
made before the passage of the act, and it is sufficient in this
connection to state that the iron work alone, necessary in afire-
proof building of the prescribed dimensions, (and the commis-
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sioners had no authority to erect any other,) would nearly
exhaust the whole appropriation.

After the roof is placed upon the building, which has been
already contracted for, and which is now ready to be put on,
there will remain unexpended of the appropriation heretofore
made, between six and seven thousand dollars. It is obvious,
therefore, that further legislation upon the subject is required,
and your committee have devoted a good deal of time and
care, in order to ascertain, as far as practicable, what sum will
be necessary to complete the structure. They submit an esti-
mate in detail, embracing the result of their inquiries in this
respect, with this report. In addition to the items in that esti-
mate, it is necessary to provide for the warming of the new
building, and for erecting the turrets which, under the direc-
tion»and approval of the governor and council, are to be placed
upon it. Your committee are of opinion that the sum of one
hundred thousand dollars will be sufficient for all these pur-
poses. When completed, the new structure will furnish a
spacious room, where the already large and constantly increas-
ing library of the Commonwealth, will be secure from fire and
dampness; ajarge provision for the preservation of the archives
of the secretary of state’s department; enlarged and neces-
sary accommodations for the secretary, treasurer, and auditor;
rooms for the State Agricultural Society; and a sufficient
number of large and convenient rooms for the use of the leg-
islature.

Your committee recommend that the assignment of the
various rooms to the use of the different departments of the
government, should be referred to the Commissioners having the
work in charge, and to the Committee on Public Buildings of
thepresent House of Representatives ; the proceedings of these
two bodies to be subject to the approval of the Governor and
Council. If their action in the premises should not be satis-
factory, any changes can be hereafter made by the legislature.

The new entrances to the State House, on Mount Vernon
Street, will dispense with the necessity of those on the east
and west ends of the present building, and the removal of these
latter, will afford an opportunity of throwing a portion of the
passage ways into the rooms on those sides of the building)
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and thus give still further accommodations to the officers occu-
pying them. Your committee recommend that this alteration
should be made, under the direction of the commissioners and
the committee, before referred to, subject to the approval of the
governor and council.

The committee report the accompanying Bill

J. P. HEALY.
JAMES B. CROCKER.
JOSEPH P. HALL.
SAMUEL J. TUTTLE.
BENJAMIN HAWKES.
MOSES H. WETHERBEE.
ALBERT COPELAND.
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ESTIMATE of the cost of materials and labor required for com-
pleting the Enlargement of the State House, exclusive of
payments heretofore made, and contracted to be made to
January 1, 1854, of fire-proof materials, under the Act of
the Legislature of 1852-3.

Masonry.
Drains, Aqueducts and Cesspools, . f 1,375 00
Vaults formed beneath water-closets, 450 00
Two flights of Granite Steps, and Set-

ting, 4,500 00
Two flights of Inside Stairs for Cellars, 350 00
Masonry beneath granite sidewalk, and

foundation and completion of Curbs, 525 00
Bricks for completing the building, viz.:

walls, floors, arches, paving and
chimneys, 750,000, . . . 10,500 00

Plastering walls and ceilings, through-
out, excepting ceiling of Library, . 2,955 70

Pointing and White-washing, . . 500 00
Gutters, ......1,074 00

522,229 70

Wrought and Cast Iron.
For all the interior and exterior doors

of wrought iron, hung to cast iron
frames, ......$7,250 00

For wrought iron Shutters and Sashes
to each and every window, . . 10,500 00

For Floor Beams, Columns, Skew-
backs, Trusses and Hoof Balustrade, 6,429 00

For the interior finish of the Library,
viz.: Columns, Floor Stringers, Gal-
lery Ceilings and Fronts, Arches of
main Ceiling, Stairs, and other de-
tads, 19,560 00

43,739 00
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Carpentry.
Patterns for Iron Work, . . . $3,500 00
Hard Pine Floors upon the brick

arches, ......2,250 00
Centres and Arches, and other inciden-

tal Carpentry, .... 1,500 00
57,250 00

Painting and Glazing.
~ O

Painting, inside and outside, including
all interior walls and ceilings, and
including all iron work, to be put up
hereafter, .....$4,11 720

Glass for Windows, .... 3,457 55
Glass for covering area, . . . 3,000 00
Labor of Glazing, .... 600 00

11,174 75

Plumbing.
Plumbing for water-closets, bowls, and

other details,
,

3,000 00

$87,393 45
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty
Four.

AN ACT
To Complete the Enlargement of the State House.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, asfollows :

1 Suer. 1. The sum of one hundred thousand
2 dollars is hereby appropriated for the purpose of
3 completing the enlargement of the State House,
4 according to the provisions of the one hundred and
5 ninety-first chapter of the acts of the year one thou-
-6 sand eight hundred and fifty three, and for the neces-
-7 sary apparatus for heating the same.

1 Sect. 2. The treasurer is hereby authorized, under
2 the direction of the governor, by and with the advice
3 and consent of the council, to issue scrip or certifi-

©ommontocaltf) of iWassactjusettß.
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4 cates of debt, in the name and behalf of the Com-
-5 monwealth, to such an amount, not exceeding one

6 hundred thousand dollars, as may be necessary for the
7 purpose aforesaid, redeemable in twenty years from
8 the date thereof, and bearing interest at the rate of
9 five per cent, per annum, payable semi-annually; and

10 all such scrip shall be countersigned by the governor,
11 and the faith of the Commonwealth is hereby pledged
12 for the redemption of the same, and the treasurer
13 may, under the direction of the governor, with the
14 advice and consent of the council, dispose of any por-
-15 tion of said scrip, at any price not less than the origi-
-16 nal par value thereof.

1 Sect. 3. The Commissioners heretofore, or who
2 may hereafter be appointed under the provisions of
3 the act relating to the enlargement of the State
4 House, approved the twenty-seventh day of April, in
5 the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty three,
6 in conjunction with the Committee on Public Build-
-7 ings, of the present House of Representatives, are here-
-8 by authorized, at their discretion, to remove the present
9 entrances on the east and west ends of the State

10 House, and to make such alterations on the lower
11 floor of the State House, consequent upon such re-
-12 moval, as they may judge expedient; and to defray
13 the expense of such removal and alterations, the gov-

-14 ernor is hereby authorized to draw his warrant on
15 the treasury.

1 Sect. 4. The said commissioners and the said
2 committee are hereby authorized to determine and
3 adjudge to what uses the several apartments in the
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4 said new structure shall be put, and are hereby required
5 to file a certificate of their doings in the premises, in
6 the office of the secretary of State, before the said
7 apartments shall be occupied: provided, however, that
8 all the doings of the said commissioners, and said
9 committee as provided in this, and the third section

10 of this act, shall be subject to the approval of the
11 governor and council.
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