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SENATE....No. 86.

The Committee on Federal Relations, who were instructed,
by an Order of the 7th of February, to report Resolves ex-
pressive of wishes of the citizens of this Commonwealth for the
recognition of the Independence of Hayti by the Federal Gov-
ernment, report the accompanying Preamble and Resolves.

For the Committee,

J. M. MERRICK.

In Senate, March 20, 1857.
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RESOLVES

Respecting Hayti.

Whereas, There is a great, profitable and increasing trade
between the United States and Hayti, amounting, in the year
1856, to more than four and a half millions of dollars, employ-
ing eighty-seven thousand five hundred and ninety-eight tons of
American shipping, navigated by three thousand six hundred
and four American seamen, and seventeen thousand four hun-
dred and thirty-one tons of foreign shipping;—and

Whereas, In the absence of a commercial treaty between the
United States and Hayti, the commerce between the two coun-
tries is governed on the part of Hayti by such local laws as may,
from time to time, be decreed, subject to sudden changes, and
dependent on the caprice of an absolute monarch;—and

Whereas, Full one-half of the foreign trade of Hayti is with
the United States, furnishing a ready market for our fish, pork,
beef, flour, rice, furniture, cotton goods, and is every year be-
coming more important and more necessary to both countries;—
and
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Whereas, Hayti has been, de facto, an independent state
since January, 1801, by a declaration of her independence, and
de jure, since July, 1825, by the recognition of France under
Charles X., which independence has since been confirmed by
treaties passed and ratified between the governments of France
and Hayti;—and

Whereas, Hayti lias given proof of her ability to maintain
her independence by successful efforts against the armies of
several European nations, and has adopted and sustained a
regular government, and has caused her neutrality to be re-
spected by belligerents ;—and

Whereas, Hayti has the attributes of a sovereign state, and
as such has been recognized by Great Britain and by several
powers of continental Europe, who are duly represented in
Hayti, conformably to the comity of nations; —therefore,

Resolved, That our Senators and Representatives at Wash-
ington be, and hereby are, requested to urge upon Congress
the importance of recognizing Hayti as an independent and
sovereign state, and of placing our diplomatic and commercial
relations with her on the same footing as those with other inde-
pendent nations.

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be, and hereby
is, requested to cause copies of these Resolves to be transmitted
to each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress.




