
SENATE No. 128.

The Joint Standing Committee on Public Charitable Insti-
tutions, to whom was committed the Petition of the Trustees of
of the State Lunatic Hospitals, praying for an increase of allow-
ance for the support of the State patients within said institu-
tions, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

HENRY B. ROGERS.

€ommonuimltl) of illasoactjusetts.

In Senate, April 10,1857.
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[April,STATE LUNATIC HOSPITALS.

AN ACT
Relating to the Treasurers of the State Lunatic Hospitals,

and to persons not having a known settlement in this
Commonwealth, committed to the same.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives,
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows :—

Commomocftltl) of illftssarljusrits.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Seven.

1 Sect. 1. All persons committed to either of the
2 State lunatic hospitals, not having a known scttlc-
-3 ment in this Commonwealth, shall be supported
4 therein at the expense of the Commonwealth; and
5 the several treasurers of said hospitals are authorized
6 to charge for the support of said persons the same
7 rates that they charge for other lunatics residing
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8 therein: provided, however , that such persons shall
9 themselves be liable for all expenses incurred by them

10 at said hospitals, and if it shall be ascertained that
11 any of said persons have a legal settlement in any
12 city or town in this Commonwealth, or any kindred
13 obligated by law to maintain them, the treasurer of
14 such hospital may, in an action of contract, recover
15 the expense, of their support of the person so com-
-16 mitted, or of such kindred, city or town, and the
17 district-attorney, or other prosecuting officers of the
18 Commonwealth, shall institute any suits in their
19 respective districts, whenever they shall be thereto
20 requested by the trustees.

1 Sect. 2. The several treasurers of the State lu-
-2 natic hospitals are hereby authorized, from time to
3 time, and for a term at any one time not exceeding
4 ninety days, to borrow, in anticipation of the ordinary
5 yearly receipts, of any of the banks of this Common-
-6 wealth, or of any corporation therein, or of any indi-
-7 vidual or individuals, such sum or sums of money as
8 may be necessary to provide for the payment of the
9 annual current expenses of the same: provided, how-

-10 ever, that the whole amount borrowed by the treasurer
11 of any one of said hospitals, and remaining unpaid,
12 shall not at any one time exceed the sum of ten
13 thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 3. All provisions of law inconsistent with
2 the provisions herein made, arc hereby repealed.
3 This act shall take effect from and after its passage.




