
SENATE....'No. 154.

The Joint Standing Committee on Roads and Bridges, to
whom was committed the Petition of Nathaniel P. Salford and
others, praying, as Commissioners of Norfolk County, for fur-
ther powers respecting the Neponset Bridge and the Weymouth
and Braintree Turnpike, with a yiew of raising funds, by tolls
and otherwise, for the purpose of making said roads and bridges
free, report the accompanying Bill.

G. W. MESSENGER, Chairman.

CommoiUßcaltl) of iilassacljusdts.

In Senate, April 20, 1857.



[April,NEPONSET BRIDGE, &c.

AN ACT
Concerning the Neponset Bridge and Braintree and

Weymouth Turnpike.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and'House ofRepresentatives,
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of tile
same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The county commissioners of the county
2 of Norfolk may, with the assent of the proprietors of
3 the Neponset Bridge and the Braintree and Wey-
-4 mouth Turnpike Corporation, lay out the turnpikes,
5 ways, draws and bridges of said corporations, as
6 common highways, and in accordance with the pro-
-7 visions of this act, and have and exercise the same

powers relating thereto as are now had and exercised
9 in the laying out of turnpikes.

€ommonujfaUl) of ittassacljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Seven.
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1 Sect. 2. Said corporations are empowered to
2 convey to said commissioners their franchises, roads,
3 bridges, and all rights in said ways, and said commis-
-4 sioners are authorized to receive, hold, maintain and
5 lay out*the same, subject to the following provisions
6 and trusts, that is to say, said commissioners shall
7 have the superintendence of said bridges, and cause
8 the same to be kept in good repair and safe and
9 convenient for travel, with draws and passage ways

10 for vessels, and shall provide draw-tenders, toll-gath-
-11 erers and other necessary agents, and discharge the
12 duties incumbent upon said corporations relative to
13 the care and maintenance of said draws and bridges.

1 Sect. 3. Said commissioners and their successors
2 as trustees, arc to have and hold said bridges, with the
3 right and franchise to take tolls, at present rates, at
4 the same or any of the places upon said bridges and
5 turnpikes where tolls arc now taken, as said com-
-6 missioners shall determine; and the regulations pre-
-7 scribed in the acts concerning said corporations,
8 relating to the draws and bridges, the commutation
9 of tolls, the persons from whom tolls may be collected

10 and the remedies for enforcing said regulations so far
11 as the same are applicable, shall be and remain in
12 force while said bridges arc under the superintendence
13 of said commissioners.

1 Sect. 4. The net annual income of the tolls collect-
-2 ed as aforesaid, shall be applied to defray the ordinary
3 charges and expenses of repair and maintenance of
4 said bridges, and if inadequate thereto, the deficiency
5 shall be defrayed by said county; but the excess, if
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6 cany, shall be invested and constitute a fund, to accu-
-7 mulatc until the same shall have reimbursed to said
8 county such portion of the sum paid by said county
9 as aforesaid, as the commissioners may direct, and

10 thereafterwards to be permitted to accumulate until
12 the income of said fund shall, in the judgment of said
13 commissioners, suffice for the future repair and main-
-14 tenance of said bridges, and such income may be then
15 applied for that purpose. And said tolls may be
16 renewed whenever said fund shall prove inadequate
17 to said purpose, subject to the right of the legislature
18 to reduce the rates of toll or abolish the same. And
19 said commissioners may permit said ways and bridges
20 to be free from tolls at such intervals, during the
21 accumumulation of said fund, as they may judge
22 expedient. And said commissioners are authorized,
23 in the execution of said purposes, to fill and make
24 solid such part of said Neponset Bridge as shall be by
25 them deemed expedient, not closing or interrupting
26 any channel.

1 Sect. 5. Liability for defects in said bridges, shall
2 exist on the part of the towns wherein they respectively
3 lie, in like manner as in cases of defects in town ways,
4 and the damages which may be recovered for such
5 defects shall be reimbursed to said towns from the
6 fund aforesaid.

1 Sect. 6. Nothing in this act contained shall be
2 taken or construed to limit, abridge, impair, or in any
3 manner affect the franchise or rights of the Neponset
4 Bridge Corporation, without the consent of said cor-
-5 poration bcizig previously given thereto, by vote.


