
SENATE.....No. 181.

MEMORIAL.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives, in
General Court assembled:—-

Whereas, the Inhabitants of Brighton have laid before your
Honorable Bodies statements in regard to the turnpike road
leading from Cambridge to Watertown, in many respects incor-
rect, and calculated to mislead, the Hancock Free Bridge Cor-
poration desire herein to present the following facts in relation
to said statements :■—

1. It is not true that the Hancock Free Bridge Corporation
was chartered for the purpose of purchasing and making free
the avenues owned by the West Boston Bridge and the Canal
Bridge Corporations, for all these avenues, except the two
bridges between Boston and Cambridge, were then free, and
had always been so, and no toll had ever been taken upon such
avenues, either separately, or as intimated in said statements,
in connection with the bridges between Boston and Cambridge.
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2. It is not true that the Hancock Free Bridge Corporation
have rebuilt their bridges in a “ very expensive manner.” They
have, in fact, been rebuilt with the utmost economy consistent
with durability. And in filling up and making solid a part of
the same, they have acted in strict pursuance of authority
granted by the legislature. (1853, chapter 403.)

3. It is not true that the fund raised was designed in any
part for the permanent support of the turnpike between Cam-
bridge and Watertown. On the contrary, by the Act of 1846,
the fund was to be raised for the support of the bridges between
Cambridge and Boston, and they alone were to be transferred
with the fund, to the Commonwealth.

4. The people of “ Brighton, Watertown, and other towns
westward of these,” have not contributed to this fund, except
as every other person who has passed the bridges has contrib-
uted. They have paid the legal toll, and no more. They had
no free avenue to Boston. Tolls might, by law, havebeen taken
upon the turnpike, but they never have been.

5. It is not true that the Hancock Free Bridge Corporation
have expended a portion of the fund in widening and improving
the roads in Cambridge. On the contrary, these roads were
widened by the city of Cambridge, and the Hancock Free
Bridge Corporation paid to said city a sum of money estimated
to be equivalent to the expense of supporting the same for three
years only.

6. It is not true that the Hancock Free Bridge Corporation
have expended very little on the roads in Brighton and Water-
town. They have, in fact, expended the sum of about eight
thousand (8,000) dollars during the last three years: and the
road and bridges upon it are now in as good repair as other
roads and bridges in said towns.

7. The Bill reported by your committee does no injustice to
Brighton, —

Because more than half of the portion of the turnpike road
which lies in that town was originally a county road, and has



SENATE—No. 181.1857.]

been maintained for the town without charge, for more than
thirty-two years ;

Because the inhabitants of Brighton have paid no more in
tolls than they would have paid had the Hancock Free Bridge
Corporation never been chartered ;

Because no inhabitant of that town over contributed a dollar
to the stock of the Hancock Free Bridge Corporation;

Because the action of that corporation will result in furnish-
ing to the inhabitants of Brighton, within a year or two, a free
avenue to Boston. They never would have been entitled to a
free avenue under the law as it before stood.

Again, it is not true that “ it would be as just for the Com-
monwealth to leave Cambridge to support the bridges between
Cambridge and Boston without any share of the fund, or to take
the alternative of discontinuing them, as to compel Brighton
and Watertown to do the same with the roads and bridges
within their limits,”—

Because the legislature has authorized the raising this fund
for the very purpose of making the bridges between Boston and
Cambridge free; the whole Commonwealth has an interest in
having it done ;

Because the money by which the bridges were bought was
almost wholly contributed by citizens of Cambridge, and for the
purpose of procuring for themselves primarily, and secondarily
for all others, free avenues to Boston,—and because the directors
have managed the affairs of the Corporation without compensa-
tion ;

Because the bridges of the length of those between Boston
and Cambridge, are nowhere in the Commonwealth supported
by the towns in whose limits they are,—while the short bridges
on the turnpike are such as are usually so supported;

Because Cambridge has already voluntarily assumed the
support of one-half the bridge lying between itself and Brighton;

Because under the Act of eighteen hundred and forty-six,
Brighton and Watertown must elect to support this turnpike,
or allow it to be discontinued in about throe years from this
time,—and they have been offered a sum much more than suffi-
cient to support it for three years, and have refused, as appears
by the report of your committee.
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Again, the Memorial of the inhabitants of Brighton sets up
the claim that Watertown and Brighton arc entitled to have
roads running through their midst, and essential to their pros-
perity and growth,—such as all other towns in the Common-
wealth support,—forever maintained at the expense of the people
of the Commonwealth for the benefit of these towns.

Your petitioners believe that a claim so manifestly absurd
will meet with no favor at your hands.

THE HANCOCK FREE BRIDGE CORPORATION,

By Isaac Livermore, President.
April 27,1857.


