
SENATE...No. 196.

In Senate, May 9, 1857.

The Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, to whom
was referred the Petition of the Selectmen of Provincetown,
have had under consideration the condition of Cape Cod Harbor,
and the means of preserving it from the encroachments of the
sea, especially at the narrow and constantly diminishing point
between the ocean and East Harbor.

A committee of the legislature appointed in 1852 to inquire
into the means of preserving Cape Cod Harbor, made their
report in 1853, [Senate Document, No. 6, 1853,] in which they
thus describe the conditionof the sand beach between the ocean
on the north, and the channel of East Harbor, which narrow
beach is the only barrier that prevents the sea from breaking
over into Cape Cod Harbor.

“ This tract consists of loose sand, driven about by every high
wind, which throws it up in heaps like snow drifts. The wind
from any point from north-east to north-west, drives the sand
directly from this beach into the channel of East Harbor, and
thence it is carried by a strong current into the north-cast part
of Cape Cod Harbor. The ocean on the north is wasting this
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narrow beach away in every storm, and the current in East
Harbor, on the opposite side, undermining and destroying it on
the south. The decay of this beach lias been on the increase
for several years; it has narrowed, within seven or eight years,
by the tide that runs through East Harbor channel, from eight
to ten rods. Where the mail stage travelled only one year
since, (1852,) is now the channel with six feet of water at low
tide, and from twelve to fourteen feet at high water.”

The encroachments upon this only barrier to the destruction
of this important harbor, have increased since the period of the
above report. The only means that have been used to protect
the harbor, are the planting of beach grass. From the year
1826, congress hasTcpcatedly made appropriations for the pro-
tection of the harbor, to be expended in the planting of beach
grass, and about forty thousand dollars have been so applied
from time to time, with highly beneficial results. In 1854 five
thousand dollars appropriated by congress were wisely expended
in this work. At the last session of congress, a Bill for a like
appropriation of four thousand dollars was reported, but was
not acted upon.

In the meantime, it is becoming more apparent that the east-
ern part of the harbor is exposed to imminent danger from the
sand which empties into it by the thousand tons, every high
north wind, and from the washing of the ocean on one side,
and the constant excavation wrought by the current on the
other. To meet this danger, a remedy more effectual and direct
than the slow process of planting beach grass, (especially in this
section where it is more difficult to cause it to take root,) has
been proposed, which the Committee regard as deserving a
thorough examination.

The plan is, to construct a solid pier or wall from Beach
Point, in Truro, across the mouth of East Harbor, so called.
The distance there is about sixteen hundred feet over flats,
except a narrow channel. This structure, it is believed, would
insure the permanent protection of the harbor, without inter-
fering with any public or private rights, from all encroachments
in that direction, and is represented to be entirely practicable,
and not involving a large expenditure; and when once com-
pleted, it would require no further outlay. Such a work for so
important an object, is eminently deserving the action of the
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general government. The harbor it will preserve, is one of the
most important in the United States, sufficient in depth for
ships ol the largest class, and with a safe anchorage for a fleet
of three thousand vessels.

To bring tliis subject before the next congress in the best
mode to insure a favorable consideration, the Committee recom-
mend that measures be taken by the legislature for a practical
examination and survey of the premises, through a committee,
aided by some competent engineer, who shall report to the next
legislature the results, with a view, should they prove favorable
and practicable, to make application to congress for the neces-
sary appropriation to perfect the work.

It is obvious that such application can be made with better
effect, if accompanied with an actual survey and estimate, with
practical plans, which may be readily tested and verified. To
this end the Committee report the accompanying Resolve.

Tor the Committee,

WILLIAM MIXTER. Chairman.
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la the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Seven.

RESOLVE

Concerning the preservation of Cape Cod Harbor.

Resolved, That his excellency the governor, with the advice
and consent of the council, be requested and empowered to
appoint a committee to examine Cape Cod Harbor, particularly
the eastern portion thereof, with reference to the plan of con-
structing, by means of an appropriation by congress, a pier or
solid wall, from Beach Point, in Truro, to the opposite beach
at the mouth of East Harbor, so called; and that his excellency
the governor be forthwith empowered to employ, under the
direction of said committee, a competent engineer to make a.
survey and estimate of said structure, and its probable eifects
as a protection to said harbor, in order that a report thereon
may be made at the session of the next general court.
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