
SENATE.....No. li.

To His Excellency Edward Everett,
Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts :

The undersigned Land Agent has the honor most re-
spectfully to transmit to your Excellency a Report of
the various duties which have been performed in the
Land Department, this year, and which has occupied
the attention of a considerable portion of time, and
much labor, in addition to the ordinary transactions
of this department.

Pursuant to a Resolve, passed the Bth day ofApril last,
making provision for a further extension of the Aroos-
took road, a suitable number of men were employed to
go on to the road, as soon as the season would permit.
But owing to the early part of the season being uncom-
monly wet, the men did not commence their labor till
about the middle of the month of July.

I visited the scene of their operations in the month of
August, and found they had completed about five miles
of the road, in a thorough manner. They continued
their labor till the middle of November, and have com-
pleted about thirteen miles more, of as perfect a road
as can be found any where in the State, and such as I
trust will be a durable monument of the faithfulness
with which they have executed their work, and of the
wisdom and foresight of the Legislatures of the two
States, in directing the construction of an avenue of so
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much importance, when considered either in relation to
an enhancement of the value of the territory through
which it runs, or as a means for protecting our rights to
the soil, and preserving its growth from depredation.
The Agents of the two States have concluded, as the
expense per mile for making said road thus far, has been
so well tested by the cost actually expended, it is not
difficult to estimate with tolerable accuracy what the
further prosecution of the road will cost, and if it is to
be continued, it will be best to have it done by contract.
Accordingly, we have advertised for proposals to go
on with the work moderately, by the mile. It is very
desirable that this road should be continued, till it
reaches the boatable waters of the main Aroostook
river, or some of its large tributaries. If contracts can
be made with responsible persons, the work undoubted-
ly can be executed at considerable less expense, than it
would cost by employing laborers at monthly wages,
and furnishing the necessary teams, tools, and provi-
sions for men and beasts. We shall be obliged, how-
ever, in order to prevent imposition, to have the con-
tracts executed under the constant supervision of a
faithful and intelligent overseer, otherwise, I think, to
pursue our former course would be without doubt pre-
ferable.

In obedience to a resolve of the General Court, pass-
ed on the 9th day of April last, I was authorized to
make an exchange of township number eleven of the
fifth range, with the State of Maine, for some, other
township, or tract of equal value. I have attended to
the duty, and after considerable negotiation with the
land agent of the State of Maine, have finally effected
an exchange of said township, for township number ten
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in the seventh range. It is believed both states will
derive mutual benefit by this arrangement. The State
of Maine will obtain a first rate settling township, where
she will be able to accommodate a large number of her
citizens with comfortable homes, who by cultivating the
soil, will add largely to the real and substantial wealth
of the state, and increase the value of the lands in its
vicinity, belonging to both states. And this Common-
wealth, by the exchange, receives one of the most valu-
able timber townships in the state, which, in a pecuniary
point of view, is of much greater value than the one
given up. It appears to me that it would be good poli-
icy, and worthy the consideration of both states, to con-
tinue to make exchanges in every instance where there
is a prospect of similar results.

The Resolve passed the ninth day of last April, pro-
viding for selling lots of land to settlers on the Aroos-
took road, and for disposing of other public lands, has
been so far attended to, as that several lots have been
surveyed for settlement, many of which have already
been entered upon, by persons who are determined to
become actual settlers, and free-holders, and are of that
class who are active and industrious in their agricultural
pursuits, and on whom reliance can be placed for advan-
cing the interests of the states, by keeping the road
open, and in good repair, and improving (he soil, and
bringing forth in plenty and abundance the natural pro-
ductions of the earth. The benefit to this Common-
wealth may seem at first view, to be so remote in its
tendency, as to produce little encouragement to Massa-
chusetts for aiding and assisting with our funds, in ac-
celerating the settlement of another sovereignty. But
the facts on examination, 1 think, will appear quite
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otherwise. For as soon as a few good settlers go on to
a tract of land, it is astonishing to perceive how rapidly
a change is brought about, in a large section of the
country, by the movements of a few enterprising and
practical farmers, planting themselves in the midst of
the wilderness, giving facilities to the lumber men, it
adds value to the extensive timber tracts, thereby mak-
ing valuable returns to us, in the advanced prices ob-
tained for such lands, when sold.

In the course of the present year, I have, in conjunc-
tion with Mr. Mclntire, the Land Agent of the State of
Maine, sold township number six of the tenth range, at
two dollars an acre. The south half of township num-
ber seven in the same range, at one dollar and seventy-
five cents an acre ; and part of townships number four
of the twelfth and thirteenth ranges, containing twenty
thousand five hundred acres, for twenty-four thousand
dollars, or about one dollar and twenty cents an acre.
The whole quantity of land sold is fifty-four thousand
six hundred and forty-three acres, amounting to the sura
of eighty-nine thousand four hundred and twenty-seven
dollars, and 29-100. One moiety or forty-four thousand
seven hundred and thirteen dollars and 64-100, I have
received in money and securities, as the share of this
Commonwealth.

In the spring and summer, there was every appear-
ance of a prosperous continuance of business, and a fair
demand for the public lands, and we were in treaty for
the sale of a considerable quantity more. But the sud-
den and unexpected change last autumn in business
transactions, produced at once an immediate paralyzing
effect upon purchasers of lands, and prevented, at least
for this season, all reasonable prospect of selling any
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more lands on favorable terms. The prices we have
obtained for the sales effected this year, are full equal
to any former private sales, especially, when consider-
ing that the lands now sold, are far in the interior, being
quite at the sources of the Penobscot river. Some lands
were sold at public auction in the year 1835, nominally,
for considerable higher prices. But, I believe, that the
purchasers at that time, were so infatuated by the spe-
culating mania, and feverish excitement then existing
throughout the country, they were extravagant in their
ideas, and easily made the dupes of designing and inter-
ested adventurers, and consequently gave prices greatly

the intrinsic value of the land. And in some
few cases, I fear the purchasers will be unable strictly
to comply with the terms of their contracts, and the
lands will either revert to the States, or some deduction
in prices will have to be made to bring their purchases
down to their just and true value.

The timber cut on the public lands last winter, will
probably amount to about $16,000. But as the accounts
are not all liquidated, I cannot at present ascertain the
exact amount. A few permits were issued in the month
of August last, for cutting timber on the exposed town-
ships, near to, and on the Aroostook river. Soon after
these were issued, I received notice and advice, that the
State of Maine was anxious that such permits should not
be granted on those waters this winter, as they were
apprehensive they would interfere with, and embarrass
them in their arrangements for preventing depredations
upon that river. Accordingly, immediately on receiving
said notice, I declined granting any more; and probablylittle or no use will be made of those which were previ-
ously issued. The State of Maine has caused a boom to
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be constructed across the main Aroostook river, near
the boundary line, and intend to prevent any persons
proceeding up or down the river with supplies for lum-
bering parties, and also with the intention of stopping all
the timber which may be floated down, not regarding
where the same may have been cut, or whether with, or
without legal authority, I have no doubt, with constant
watching and great expense, the depredations may be
in this manner prevented. But at the same time, I think
the annual expense of such protection, will far exceed
the amount in value, ofall the timber that could possibly
be taken by stealth. I may be wrong in this opinion,
and hope it may prove so. But lam well convinced,
from my former experience, that permitting one team on
each of the exposed townships, would be a far better,
more economical, and safer protection, as depredators
wmuld not be likely to commit trespass, while others
were there lawfully pursuing their business; and further,
if that class of people, who are generally found foremost
in committing trespass, should have legal authority to
cut timber under proper restrictions, it would remove
all motive in such persons for transgressing. And they
would become promoters of good order, instead of being
rebellious enemies-

-1 here enclose a petition directed to your Excellency,
received in an envelope directed to me, from several
settlers who have taken up lands in townships G and I,
in the 2d range, and in N. 13 in the 3d range, near the
eastern boundary of the State of Maine, praying to be
quieted in their possessions ; some of these persons
made personal application to me last summer. I replied
to them, that the townships on which they were settled
were within the disputed territory, that I had no author-
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ity to grant their request, but recommended them to
forward a list, containing the names of the settlers, stat-
ing what townships they resided on, and the time they
commenced their settlement ; and their names, when
such list w'as received, should be recorded on the bocks
in the Land Office ; that I had no doubt the Legislature of
Massachusetts, at some future period, when all incum-
brances were removed from that territory, would secure
to them a title, provided they had not in the mean time
directly or indirectly committed trespass upon the pub-
lic lands, or had not aided and assisted others in so do-
ing. That strict inquiries would be made in relation to
their conduct in these particulars, and that they might
depend upon it, that the cases of those found culpable
would be hopeless, if they had any expectations of favor
before.

I shall report to the Legislature, at the approaching
session, an account of the receipts and disbursements of
this department, as soon as all outstanding accounts are
liquidated and the vouchers are received.

I have the honor to be,

Your Excellency’s ob’t serv’t,

GEO. W. COFFIN, Land Agent.
Land Office, Dec. 26th, 1839.



[JanLAND AGENT’S REPORT.

To His Excellency, Edward Everett, Governor of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and to his honorable
Council :

The humble petition of the undersigned, inhabitants
of Township letter G. in the second range of townships,
on the Aroostook river, respectfully sheweth, that said
petitioners have for a long time occupied land on the
said Township, and have made considerable improve-
ment on different lots on said Township, and are anxious
to procure titles to the land we occupy.

Placing as we do entire confidence in the honor and
justice of your honors, we rest assured that we shall
have the privilege of purchasing land on as fair terms
as the State of Maine holds out to settlers ; but should
this appear inconsistent, we hope your honors will direct
the Agent of the Commonwealth, to sell to settlers on
as reasonable terms, and as soon as the situation of the
country will admit.

The accompanying statement will show the length of
time each person has resided on the township, the num-
ber of acres improved, and the number of acres each
person wishes to purchase.

We petition, that in the event, that none of the con-
ditions of the above petition can be complied with, and
should the township be sold to an individual or compa-

P E T ITION.
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ny, then that your honors may direct a reserve to be
made to each settler, allowing him the privilege of the
same terms that the State allows to the purchaser of the
township ; and as in duty bound we ever pray.

Thomas J. Hobart, Joshua Christy,
Isaac McDonald, Leonard Thomas,
Lewis Johnston, William Fields,
John Butler, Andrew Scott,
Thomas Fields, John Benjamin,
John Beckweth, Isaac Morris,
Thonmius Bcckwcth, John Ayres,
Joseph Arnold, W ilder Stratton,
Ehcnezcr Oaks, John Finney,
Isaac Thomas, John Finney, jnn.
Flats VV. Churchel, Thomas McDonald,
Nathaniel Churchel, Lawrence Farrell,
George Bradley, Ralph Finney,
Noah I’anghunn, Ehen Easty,
Jonathan Oaks, James Nichols,
Henry Bradley, David I’. Nichols,
W illiain Pyle, F. Armstrong,
James Currier, Frederick llostrage,
Amos Meald, William Johnston,
Thomas Norey, Cyrus Pomroy,
John Rawfotd, John Hickey,
Lewis Johnston, 2d. William Johnston,
John E Raymond, James Erskine,
N’chcmiah Hooper, Edward Erskine,
William Stonner, Isaac Wilder,
William Mumfbrd, Richard Hooks,

This petition was only intended for settlers on letter
G. but it contains signatures of settlers on No. 13, in
the 3d range, and letter I. in the 2d range ; all of whom
arc very anxious to procure titles to the land (hey occu-
py, and are willing to defray the expenses of the surveyin full, or, at any rate, as far as lies in their power,
and let the payment thus made, be considered as part
payment for land.
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SIGNATURES. iot“Ch
Township.

was settled. improved. j wanted.

Lewis Johnston, -
- ( 1821 75 G. 2d Range. 200

Thomas Fields, - - 1830 30 “ “ 160
John Butler, - - - 1836 20 “ “ ICO
John Beckweth, - - 1822 30 “ “ 160
Thomas Beckweth, - 1822 30 “ “ i 160
Joseph Arnold, - - 1829 10 “ “ 160
Ebenezer Oaks, - - | 1827 30 “ “ 160
Jonathan Oaks, -

- 1827 20 “ “ 160
Isattc Thomas, - - 1825 50 “ “ ! 160
Elias W. Churchel, - j 1838 5 “ “ 75
George Bradley, - - ! 1838 15 No. 13,3 d R. 320
Nathaniel Churchel, - 1825 15 “ “ 160
William Stoner, -

- 1837 10 “ “ 160
William Mmnford, - 1832 30 “ “ 160
Joshua Christy, -

- 1824 50 “ “ ICO
Noah Pangbunn, - - 1834 50 Letter G. 160
Henry Bradley, - - 1823 60 “ “ 160
William Pyle, - - 1822 CO “ “ 160
James Currier, - - 1827 30 “ “ 100
Amos lleald, - - 1822 60 “ « I 160
Thomas Norey, - - 1821 30 “ “ 160
Lewis Johnston, 2d, - i 1835 10 “ “ 160
John E. Raymond, - I 1837 10 “ “ 160
Nehemiah Hooper, - ; 1825 75 “ “ i 320
Leonard Thomas, - - 1838 15 1 “ “ 160
William Fields, - - | 1834 15 j “ “ j 1 |;0
John Benjamin, - - ( 1835 20 j “ “ I 160
Andrew Scot, - - j 1836 30 | “ “ I 160
Isaac Norris, - - I 1836 15 | “ “ j 160
John Ayres, - - - 1836 10 “ “ 160
David Niekols, - - 1838 10 “ “ j 160
James Nickols, - - i 1836 36 i “ “ 160
Ferdinan Armstrong, - 1827 40 “ “ R 6
William Johnston, - I 1835 45 : “ “ 160
Frederick Bostrage, - 1838 12 “ “ 160
John Finney, - - ; 1838 20 No. 13,3 d R. 320
John Finney, Jr. - - j 1839 5 “ “ 160
Ralph Finney, - - 1838 10 “ “ 160
Wilder Station. - - i 1823 30 “ “ 320
Ebenezer Estey, - - j 1835 40 “ “ 160
John Hickey, - - 1827 50 “ “ 160
Lawrence barrel, - - j 1834 25 “ “ 160
Thomas M’Donald, - 1838 10 “ “ 160
Amos Konev, - - [ 1839 10 “ “ 1|;0
Reuben O. Been, - | 1632 15 “ “ 160

Statement of the Quantity of Land improved hy each of the
petitioners, and the Number of Acres each wishes to pur-
chase.
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STATEM ENT—Con tinued.

SIGNATURES.
Ye‘each*loth* Ch

Township. No. of Acres
was settled. improved. f wanted.

Samuel Holmes, -
- 1832 18 No. 13,3 d R 160

Isaac Wilder, - - 1839 10 “ “ 320
Henry Hamilton, - - 1836 15 Letter G. 160
James Mills, - -

- 1821 50 “ « 160
John Rawford, - - 1825 40 “ “ 160
Samuel Whitmore, - 1839 8 “ “ 160
Cyrus Pornroy, - - 1838 10 “ « 160
Richard Hocks, - - 1835 30 “ “ IGO
Veraties Chandler, - 1835 35 “ “ 160
Thomas J, Hobart,* - 1825 30 160

* Occupies the lot lying below the mouth of the Presque Isle stream, on
the southwest side of the Aroostook.

A number of the above-named lots are now occupied by persons that have
purchased of the first settlers, and are set down as having settled when their
lots were taken up.




