
SENATE.....No. 15.

Com:nontutaUlj of i&assacijustttis.

In the House of Representatives Jan. 31, 1840.

Ordered, That the communication from the Commis-
sioner for the Agricultural Survey, be referred to the
Joint Committee on Agriculture, with instructions to
cause the same to be printed.

Sent up for concurrence.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

Senate, Feb. 1, 1840.

Concurred.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.
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Boston, 6th December, 1839.

To His Excellency Edward Everett.

Sir,—In the prosecution of mj commission in making
an Agricultural Survey of the State, I have the honor to
inform you, that I have visited during the season the
counties of Norfolk, Plymouth, Nantucket, Dukes, Barn-
stable and Suffolk, including all the islands embraced in
those counties ; and shall use all possible diligence in
preparing my reports on these counties and the counties
of Middlesex and Franklin. There will then remain
only four counties, viz. Bristol, Hampden, Hampshire,
and Worcester, all which have been, to a considerable
extent, explored, for the completion of the Survey.

I have likewise attended, by request, seven agricul-
tural meetings and cattle shows, and delivered public
addresses at six of them.

I have devoted one month, exclusively, to the subject
of the silk culture, on which I purpose to report at large.
That I might furnish information on this subject of a
practical nature, the result of exact experiments, and
which may be confidently relied upon,l have visited Mans-
field, and other towns in Connecticut, where the silk
business was first commenced in the country, nearly
eighty years ago ; and have, likewise, visited Freehold
and Burlington, in New Jersey, where the most impor-
tant experiments have been made, which have been
made in the country. The facilities of travelling are
such, that I was enabled to do this, without a great ex-
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pense of time ; the importance'; of the information
acquired, is in my opinion, much more than an equiva-
lent for any other expense attending it. I was not wil-
ling to make report to the government, of any matters
in the case, which had not been ascertained were prac-
ticable, by personal investigation. The result is a per-
fect conviction, that the production of silk is destined to
become, and may be made immediately, a most valuable
branch of domestic industry, and a source of great pro-
fit ; that especially it will furnish a source of profitable
labor, of a strictly household character, and adapted to
give support and comfort to a class of persons, particu-
larly needing such a resource ; the aged, who are inca-
pable of severe toil ; children, whose labor it is desira-
ble to make available, and whom it is important to keep
at home ; the female portion of our families, whom the
establishment of large woollen and cotton manufactories
has put out of employment at home ; and many indigent
and infirm persons. To this description of persons, it
is sure, under good management, to give a comfortable
and ample support. It has been ascertained, likewise,
that the best description of trees can be propagated here
to advantage ; and that our climate is favorable to the
health of the worm, and the production of silk of the
very best qualify, samples of which, I shall have the
pleasure hereafter of laying before the Government.

It having been proposed to hold a convention of per-
sons interested in the silk culture, at Washington, the
lllh of December current, it was thought desirable that
Massachusetts should be represented on that occasion.
The Massachusetts Agricultural Society, and the Hamp-
shire, Hampden and Franklin Agricultural Societv, hav-
ing delegated me for that purpose, I have thought it
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would assist the objects of my commission essentially to
attend such convention. I shall accordingly proceed to
Washington for that purpose, and return with the least
practicable delay. The great object of the convention
is to collect, concentrate, and diffuse all the information
attained or attainable on this great national interest.

I shall immediately on my return proceed in the prep-
aration of my reports with all practicable despatch, with
a view to submit them to the government as early as is
in my power.

I beg leave to tender you, Sir, the assurance of my
highest respect, and have the honor to remain,

Your obedient servant.

HENRY COLMAN.


