
SENATE....:.No. 37.

In Senate, March 3, 1840.
The Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance,

to whom was referred the “ Report of the Commissioners
for fixing the line of Private Property in Boston Harbor,”
have had the same under consideration, and report the
accompanying bill.

For the Committee,
GEO. B. UPTON.

AN ACT
Concerning the Harbor of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives,
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows :

1 Sec. 1. The lines hereinafter described, shall be,
2 and the same hereby are established as the lines of

CommontoraUJ) of i«assartjusme.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty
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S the channel of the harbor of Boston, beyond which
4 no wharf or pier shall ever hereafter be extended
5 into and over the tide water of the Commonwealth.

Sec. 2. The line between South Boston Free
2 Bridge and the Old South Boston Bridge on the
3 north side of the channel, begins at the cast end of
4 the north abutment of the South Boston Free Bridge,
5 and runs westerly to the east corner of Wright’s
6 wharf, at the westerly side of said bridge, being for-
-7 ty-six feet from the west end of said abutment ;

8 thence, westerly till it meets the north-easterly cor-
-9 ner of the first wharf belonging to the South Cove

10 Corporation ; thence, southerly by the ends of the
11 wharves of said Corporation, as now built, to Heath’s
12 wharf, and by the end of Heath’s wharf to the south-
-13 erly corner thereof; thence, southerly, to South
14 Boston old bridge, by a line drawn at right angles
15 with said bridge, from a point two hundred and
16 ninety-three feet westerly, from the westerly side of
17 the draw of said bridge.
18 The line on the south side of the channel, begins
19 on the north side of South Boston old bridge, at a
20 point one hundred and seventeen feet easterly from
21 the westerly side of the draw in said bridge, and
22 four hundred and seventy-four feet westerly from
23 the range line of the westerly side of the brick build-
-24 ing standing at the corner, on the easterly side of
25 First street and northerly side ofFourth street, and
26 four hundred and thirty feet from the face of the
27 east stone abutment of said bridge ; thence, running
28 northerly, to the south-westerly corner of Alger’s
29 wharf; thence, by the end of said wharf to the north-
-30 erly corner of the same; thence, northeasterly, to
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31 the wharf belonging to the South Boston Iron Com-
-32 pany ; thence, to the end of George C. Thacher’s
33 large wharf, and by the same to the north-west cor-
-34 ner of said Thacher’s small wharf; and thence,
35 easterly by said small wharf sixty-four feet, to South
36 Boston free bridge, at a point forty-three feet north-
-37 erly from the south stone abutment of said bridge ;

38 thence, southerly by the westerly side of said bridge
39 forty-three feet to the said abutment ; thence easter-
-40 ly by said abutment to the east end of the same ;

41 the said line then extends five hundred and twenty
42 feet straight, so as to form an angle with said bridge
43 of seventy-five degrees ; from this point the line is
44 straight in a northerly direction-, in such position that
45 if it is continued straight it shall not approach with-
-46 in six hundred feet of Arch wharf.

1 Sec. 3. The lines between the Warren Bridge
2 and the Boston and Roxbury Mill Dam, on the Boston
3 side of the channel, begins at the easterly end of the
4 south abutment of Warren Bridge, and runs, by the
5 face of said abutment, to the west angle of the same.
6 From this the line is straight, to the northern angle
7 of the solid part of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road
8 ground ; the line then continues in the same direc-
-9 tion, running westerly, till it meets the northeaster-

-10 ly side of the bridge of the Boston and Lowell Rail-
-11 road Corporation, at a point sixty-five feet from the
12 south stone abutment of said bridge ; thence, straight
13 to the westerly side of Canal bridge, at the souther-
-14 ly side of the pier wharf on which the Gymnasium
15 stood, being at a point one hundred and six feet
16 southerly from the southerly side ol the draw in
17 said Canal bridge ; thenoe, to the northeasterly
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18 corner of the solid wharf, belonging to the Charles
19 River Wharf Company, and by the end of said
20 wharf to the westerly corner of the same ; thence,
21 to a ledge of rocks, off against the end of Taylor’s
22 Wharf, at a point, one hundred and eighty feet from
23 said wharf, and four hundred and sixty-nine feet
24 from a brick house, standing at the corner, on the
25 northwesterly side of Brighton street and northerly
26 side of Poplar street ; thence, straight to the south-
-27 westerly corner of the pier wharf, situated on the
28 southerly side of West Boston Bridge, crossing the
29 westerly side of said bridge, at a point fourteen feet
30 easterly, from the draw in said bridge, and one hun-
-31 dred and eighty-eight feet, westerly, from a brick
32 building standing at the corner, on the easterly side
33 of Charles street, and southerly side of Cambridge
34 street ; thence, the line is straight in a direction to
35 a point on the northerly side of the Boston and Rox-
-36 bury Mill Dam, which point is eight hundred feet
37 westerly, from a brick building, standing at the cor-
-38 ner, on the easterly side of Charles street and north-
-39 erly side of Beacon street, and one hundred and
40 twenty-five feet westerly, from the sea wall at the
41 easterly end of said Mill Dam, and keeping in that
42 direction till it intersects a line drawn parallel with,
43 and two hundred feet from, the northerly side of
44 said Dam ; thence, westerly by said parallel line to
45 the west end of said Dam.

1 Sec. 4. The line on the Charlestown side of the
2 Harbor begins at the south-west corner of the most
3 westerly Navy Yard wharf in Charlestown, and run-
-4 ning south-westerly about one thousand six hundred
6 and fifteen feet, to a timber pier of Charles River
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6 Bridge, which is three hundred and forty feet north-
-7 erly, from the draw in said bridge, and five hundred
8 and ninety-two feet southerly, from the southerly
9 corner of a brick store, on the northerly side of Wa-

-10 ter street, at the junction of Main and Water streets ;

11 thence, on the same course, to a point, one hundred
12 feet from the west side of Charles River Bridge, be-
-13 ing in all one thousand seven hundred and thirty-five
14 feet; thence, north-westerly, about five hundred
15 and 20 feet, crossing Warren Bridge, to the south-
-16 west corner of Thompson’s wharf, which corner is
17 three hundred and thirty-eight feet from the south-west
18 rail of the Charlestown Branch Rail-road, and two
19 hundred and seventy-eight feet from the sea-wall built
20 by the Charlestown Land and Wharf Company ;

21 thence, north-westerly, about five hundred and fif-
-22 teen feet to the south-east corner of the wharf, be-
-23 longing to the Charlestown Land and Wharf Com-
-24 pany, nearly opposite a passage way ; thence, north-
-25 westerly, about nine hundred and twenty feet, to a
26 point, in range with the east side ofFifth street, be-
-27 ing two hundred and eighty-four feet westerly, from
28 the sea-wall, measured on a line in range with said
29 east side of Fifth street ; thence, north-westerly,
30 about five hundred and ninety feet, to a point fifteen
31 feet from the south corner of wharf B. occupied by
32 Charles Gould, as a lime wharf, which point is three
33 hundred and twelve feet from the sea-wall of the
34 Charlestown Land and Wharf Company ; (hence,
35 north-westerly, about four hundred feet to Prison
36 Point Bridge, at a point which is eighty-six feet east-
-37 erly, from the east side of the draw in said bridge,
38 and three hundred twenty-three feet south-westerly,
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39 from the sea-wall, measuring along the south-easterly
40 side of said Prison Point Bridge.

1 Sec. 5. The line on the East Boston side of the
2 Harbor, commences at a point on the East Boston
3 flats, on the northerly side of Bird Island channel,
4 which point is denoted by the letter A. on the plan
5 of the harbor, and is situated on a line, in range with
6 the southerly side of Sumner street, in said East
7 Boston, and at the distance of eight hundred feet,
8 from the intersection of the east side of Jeffrie’s street
9 and southerly side of Sumner street; thence, running

10 westerly, from said point, about one thousand feet,
11 to the point B. situated in the division line, between
12 the upland lots numbered sixty and sixty-one, pro-
-13 duced five hundred and seventy-five feet from the
14 south side of Marginal street, or, about eight hun-
-15 dred and eighty feet in said line from the south side
16 of Sumner street ; thence, again westerly, on a
17 straight line, about two thousand feet, to the point
18 C. in range with the division line, between the water
19 lots of Peter Dunbar and Fettyplace and Lamson,
20 at the distance of one thousand one hundred feet,
21 from the south-westerly side of Marginal street, and
22 one thousand six hundred and ninety feet, from the
23 south-westerly side of Sumner street; thence, north-
-24 westerly, by a line, parallel to the south-westerly
25 side of Sumner street nine hundred and eighty feet,
26 to the point D. in the range of the easterly boundary
27 line of the water lot of the Eastern Rail-road Co.,
28 and one thousand six hundred and ninety feet, from
29 Sumner street ; thence, the line runs straight, a

30 northerly course, about two thousand six hundred
31 feet, to the point E. situated at the distance of five
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32 hundred and ten feet from the point F. which point
33 F. is situated in the division line, between the water
34 lots, of Samuel Aspinwall and Pratt and Cushing ;

35 the said point F. being one hundred and seventy feet,
36 north-easterly, from the south-westerly side of Sum-
-37 ner street, in the north-westerly side of a street forty
38 feet wide, on which street, said Samuel Aspinwall
39 and Pratt and Cushing are bounded, south-easterly ;

40 the line from E. to F. (being 510 feet in length,)
41 makes a right angle with the line D. E. ; from the
42 point E. the line is an arc of a circle, described from
43 the centre F. with a radius of 510 feet, to the point
44 G. in the division line between the water lots of said
45 Aspinwall and Pratt and Cushing; thence, from the
46 point G. the line runs straight four hundred and
47 seventy feet, to the point H. in the south-westerly
48 division line of the water lot of the East Boston Tim-
-49 her Co., and in the range line, of the north-east side
50 of Maverick street, at the distance of 756 feet, from
51 the west side of Border street.
52 From the point H. the line continues straight about
53 five hundred and seventy feet, to the point I. in the
54 northerly division line of flats or water lots of the
55 East Boston Timber Co., at the distance of eight
56 hundred and forty-five feet, from the west side of
57 Border street. From the point I. the line continues
58 northerly, a straight course, about three thousand
59 three hundred feet to the point K. fixed at the dis-
-60 tance of one thousand one hundred and seventy feet
61 from the intersection of the easterly side of Meridian
62 street and southerly side of Eagle street, measured
63 on a right line, running north-westerly from said
64 intersection, at an angle of one hundred and forty-
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65 six degrees and thirty-nine minutes with said Eagle
66 street.

1 Sec. 6. No wharf, pier, building, or incumbrance
2 of any kind, shall ever, hereafter, be extended beyond
3 the said line into or over the tide water in said har-
-4 bor, nor shall any wharf or pier, which is now erect-
-5 ed on the inner side of said line, extend further to-
-6 wards the said line than such wharf or pier now
7 stands, or than the same might have been lawfully
8 enlarged or extended before the passing of this act,
9 without leave being first obtained from the Legis-

-10 lature.
1 Sec. 7. Every person or corporation offending
2 against the provisions of this act, shall be deemed
3 guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be liable to be
4 prosecuted therefor, by indictment or information,
5 in any court of competent jurisdiction : and, on con-
-6 viction, shall be punished by a fine not less than one
7 thousand dollars, nor more than five thousand dol-
-8 lars, for every offence ; and any erection or obstruc-
-9 tion which shall be made contrary to the provisions

10 and intent of this act, shall be liable to be removed
11 and abated as a public nuisance, in the manner here-
-12 tofore provided for the removal and abatement of
13 nuisances on the public highway.

1 Sec. 8, This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


