
SENATE : No. 43.

In Senate, Feb. 13, 1340.

Ordered, That the Joint Committee on Public Charitable
Institutions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of
requiring the New England Asylum for the Blind to
make an annual report to the Legislature of the Benefi-
ciaries in that Institution admitted and continued there-
in bv order of the Governor and Council, and further to
report on the expediency of paying said institution an

annual sum for each beneficiary admitted as aforesaid in
lieu of the annual grants made by Resolves of March
9, 1830, and February 16, 1833.

Sent down for concurrence.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Feb. 14, 1840.

Concurred.
L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.
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House of Representatives, March 5, 1840.

Ordered, That the Committee on Public Charitable
Institutions be instructed to visit the State Lunatic Hos-
pital, at some time during the session of the Legisla-
ture.

Sent up for concurrence.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

Senate, March 6, 1840.

Concurred.

CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk.
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The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to
whom was referred an order of the Senate of the 13th
ultimo, to inquire into the expediency of requiring the
New England Asylum for the Blind to make an annual
Report to the Legislature, of the beneficiaries in that
Institution, admitted, and continued therein, by order of
the Governor and Council ; and further to report on the
expediency of paying said Institution an annual sum for
each beneficiary admitted as aforesaid, in lieu of the an-
nual grants, made by the Resolves of March 9th, 1830,
and February 16th, 1833.

And also an order of the House of Representatives of
the sth instant, instructing said Committee to visit the
State Lunatic Hospital, at some time during the Session
of the Legislature, have attended to the subjects there-
in contained, and ask leave, respectfully, to submit the
following

In the performance of the duties assigned them, your
Committee have been obliged to look into the history of
the New England Institution lor the education of the
Blind, from the commencement of their operations, and
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it is believed they cannot better discharge their duty to
the Legislature, than in giving a condensed outline of
this history, so far, at least, as the same is connected
with the State of Massachusetts.

In the year 1828, a number of benevolent individuals,
associated themselves together, for the purpose of doing
something for the amelioration of the condition of the
Blind. In 1829, they were incorporated, by the name
of the New England Asylum for the Blind. By a Re-
solve of March 9th, 1830, the unexpended balance of
the appropriation, in favor of the Deaf and Dumb, at
Hartford, was granted to this Institution. In July,
1832, the institution went into operation, with six pu-
pils. In the winter of 1832-3, a public exhibition of the
acquirements of the pupils was made to the members of
the Legislature, and by another Resolve, of February
16, 1833, a further sum of $6OOO per annum, in quar-
ter yearly payments, was granted. At this time, the
funds of the Institution had become exhausted, princi-
pally arising from expenses incurred, in sending an

agent to Europe, in search of information from kindred
Institutions, and to collect books and apparatus. About
this time the trustees came to a resolution to make known
more extensively, the wants and objects of the Institu-
tion, and in pursuance thereof, public exhibitions were
holden in various places, and a public address, embrac-
ing much valuable information collected in Europe, by
their indefatigable agent, Dr. Howr e, was widely circu-
lated. The fruits of these exertions, were more favora-
ble than were anticipated. Col. Perkins made a dona-
tion of an estate in Pearl street, valued at $25,000, and
other large sums were raised, in aid of the Institution,
to the amount of about $50,000.
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During the year 1833, twenty-four pupils were ad-
mitted from Massachusetts, of whom twenty-one were
received gratuitously. This accession of numbers ren-
dered it necessary to purchase additional land for a play-
ground, at an expense of $14,000 ; and to made altera-
tions and additions in the buildings to fit them for the
contemplated purposes, at a further expense of $6,000.

During the year 1834, the pupils increased to forty-
two ; and although only nineteen had been admitted by
warrant from the Executive, the actual number of bene-
ficiaries was twenty-four. This arose from the fact that
several applicants were above the age specified in the
Resolve, and were by the Governor referred to the
Trustees, and were admitted as special beneficiaries.
In their annual report for 1834, the Trustees remark—-
“We have deemed it a duty rather to extend the ad-
vantages of the Institution to as many pupils as possible,
than to accumulate funds.”

From the year 1835 to 1838, inclusive, the pupils
gradually increased, insomuch that it early became ap-
parent that the house in Pearl Street could not afford
the necessary accommodations. As the estate could not
be sold, it was resolved to add a new wing to the main
house, and to erect a chapel. Accordingly, the pupils
were removed and the improvements made in 1835, at
an expense of $17,000.

At the close of the year 1838, the number of the
pupils was sixty-five, among whom were thirty-three
beneficiaries, and it appears by the J reasurer s account
that the whole expense for the year was $17,605, and
the available funds $30,885, leaving a balance in the

treasury of $13,280.
During the year 1839, the pupils remained nuraeri-
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cally the same as in the preceding year ; the benefi-
ciaries had, however, increased to thirty-five. In the
early part of this year, an opportunity occurred of pro-
curing a suitable and permanent location for the Insti-
tution upon supposed advantageous terms—the Mount
Washington House at South Boston, being in the market.
After much negotiation, an even exchange of the estate
in Pearl Street for the estate at South Boston, was
effected. The expense of altering and fitting up the new
establishment amounted to about $7,500, of which sum
$5,627 were paid in 1839 ; and the balance in the
Treasurer’s hands on the first of January, 1840, was
$8,469, including nine shares in the New England
Bank.

The estimated expense of the Institution for the year
1840, is as follows :

For domestic expenses, fuel, provisions, &c. $7,000
For salaries of officers and instructers, . 4,250
For medicine, printing and incidentals,

. 1,000

$12,250

The estimated receipts for the same time are :

From twenty paying pupils, . .
. $3,200

For interest on funds, ..... 450
For concerts, donations, &c., .

.
. 550

Leaving a deficit to be supplied, of . . 8,050

$12,250

Your Committee have thus given a brief outline of
the history of the institution from its commencement to
the present time, together with its wants for the current
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year. At this point, two questions seem naturally to
be presented. Ist. Can the service to be performed by
the institution, admit of any material retrenchment in
its expenditures ? 2nd. In what manner is the deficit
to be supplied ? On entering upon the discussion of
the first question, your Committee could not entertain a
doubt that the progress of the Institution must be on-
ward. It is no longer a doubtful experiment. From
small beginnings, in an obscure street in the City of Bos-
ton, with only six poor blind children, destitute of funds,
and doubtful of ultimate success, by the munificence of
private individuals, and the liberal patronage of the
State, under the management of its present able and
indefatigable conductor, it has arisen to its present pros-
perous condition. Humanity, justice, policy and honor
alike forbid that this service should be permitted to lan-
guish for want of adequate support. Can its expenses
be materially lessened ? Your Committee, so far as

they have had opportunity, have inspected the internal
arrangements and economical concerns of the Institu-
tion, and from other sources have sought information
bearing upon this point, and they have deliberately
come to the conclusion, that no material diminution in
expenditure can be effected, without effecting in a cor-
responding degree the advantages of the pupils.

It will be seen that the principal items of expense,
arc boarding the pupils, salaries of officers and teachers,
and the printing establishment. As to the first item,
the plan adopted by the Trustees is to have no steward
with a salary, but to make a contract with a person for
furnishing all the rooms, hiring the domestics, supplying
all the provisions, fuel, &-c., and boarding the pupils at
a r'iven rate per head ; the rate necessarily varying
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with their number. At the present time, it is about
2.16 per week.

The director says, that no part of this arrangement
interferes with his authority. He has the general super-
intendence of the whole, and he thinks it combines more
advantages and better promotes the interest of the insti-
tution than any other plan yet devised.

The next item is the salaries of the officers and
teachers, amounting to |4,250 per annum. This sum
may appear large ; but when it is considered that very
high qualifications are indispensable in the conductor of
such an institution, that a richly cultivated intellect both
in the arts and sciences, a devoted heart, an aptitude to
teach, and these united with an indomitable persever-
ance and untiring activity, must all be concentrated in
one man, the question would naturally be, not how
much shall he receive, but where can such a man be
found. Your Committee are happy in believing that
such a man is Dr. Samuel Gr. Howe, and they cannot
find it in their heart to suggest a reduction of his salary.
The salaries of the professor of music and the subordi-
nate teachers, will not admit of material reduction.

If then we assume, that this unfortunate class of per-
sons are to receive the same advantages for an education
that they now enjoy ; if the lights of science, of morality
and religion, are to illume their hitherto dark under-
standings, it behoves the public to see to it, that the
vessels which emit this light be well supplied with oil.

Your Committee would now enter on the second in-
quiry, which is substantially the last inquiry presented
by the order, and which is in these words, “ and further
to report on the expediency of paying said Institution
an annual sum for each beneficiary admitted as aforesaid
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in lieu of the annual grants made by Resolves of March
9th, 1830, and February 16th, 1833.”

In ordinary years, the sum of the two grants has
amounted to a little more than the deficit of the current
year. But as the estimate is founded upon data, which
must necessarily vary with the circumstances of the Insti-
tution, your Committee have come to the conclusion, that
it is inexpedient to change the present rate of allowance,
and in coming to this conclusion, they have had regard
not only to the pecuniary wants of the Institution, but
to the effect, which probably would be produced upon
the pupils themselves. Coming, generally, from the
poorer classes in society, the public are apt to consider
them, and they are prone to consider themselves, as
charity scholars. This consideration, taken in connex-
ion with the unavoidable depression arising from their
deprivation of sight, has a tendency to lessen their
confidence in their own talents, and to destroy their self-
respect. To counteract these influences, has always
been a leading object of the Director. He places their
claims for an education upon the broad ground of justice,
and teaches them to claim an equality of intellect with
seeing children. Should a per capita sum be substitut-
ed, it would be difficult to convince their inquisitive
minds, that it was not an allowance doled out in charity.
It might also have this further effect upon some, knowing
the amount of the annual stipend, they might claim to
judge for themselves, whether their style of living and
their advantages for instruction were such as justice
would require. They might claim exemption from labor
upon the ground that compensation was made in money,
and thus the influence of the teacher over the pupil be
impaired.
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On the first inquiry in the order, your Committee have
no hesitation in recommending that a Report, such as is
contemplated in the order, be made to the Legislature ;

and herewith submit a Resolve to that effect.
In compliance with the order of the House of Repre-

sentatives, your Committee have visited the State Lu-
natic Hospital at Worcester, and they have since also
taken occasion to visit the Eye and Ear Infirmary in
Boston. The Annual Report of the Trustees, Treasur-
er and Superintendent of the first named Institution,
now in the possession of the Legislature and the public,
is so very full and satisfactory, that any necessity of en-
larging upon that subject, seems to be precluded. Your
Committee, however, cannot refrain from expressing
their high gratification at the manner in which this Insti-
tution is conducted, and the prosperous condition to
which it has attained. So much order, regularity, clean-
liness and apparent enjoyment, wrought out of materials
so discordant, filthy and forbidding, evinces a master
spirit in this department of labor. Should prospects of
greater usefulness, or other circumstances induce the
Superintendent to remove to any other sphere of labor,
the Trustees might find it difficult adequately to supply
his place.

The Eye and Ear Infirmary in Boston, fully sustains
the very reputable character it has heretofore acquired.
Unostentatious though it be, it has done, and is now
doing immense good, particularly among the lower clas-
ses in society. Many, who, but for this charity, would
be thrown as burdens upon the public, are now restored
to their sight, and enabled to gain a respectable liveli-
hood. It is understood that the annual grant to this In-
stitution, with much economy, has enabled it to meet its
current expenses.
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In conclusion, your Committee congratulate the Leg-
islature, and the State of Massachusetts, upon the high
character sustained by her public charitable Institutions.
They are alike an honor to their founders, and to the
people of the State, who have hitherto cheerfully sup-
ported them, and they most ardently hope that the same
humane feelings and liberal spirit which have raised them
from small beginnings, will not suffer them to languish
for want of patronage.

For the Committee.
JARED WHITMAN, Chairman.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty.

RESOLVE
Concerning the New England Ayslum for the Blind.

Resolved, That the Trustees of the New England In-
stitution for the Education of the Blind, be required to
make an Annual Report to the Legislature, sometime in
the month of January in each year, which shall embrace
an abstract of the Treasurer’s Report of the preceding
year, and also a statement of the number of pupils re-

ceived info and discharged from the same, noting the
number received by warrant of the Governor, and also
noting the whole number of beneficiaries.
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RESOLVE
Providing for the Current Expenses of the State Lunatic

Hospital.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the Treasury of
the Commonwealth a sum not exceeding eight thousand
dollars to defray the current expenses of the State Lu-
natic Hospital ; and that warrants be drawn therefor, as
the same may be required for the purposes aforesaid.

sommontotaltf) of JHassacijusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty.


