
SENATE.... No. 171.

The Special Committee, to whom was committed the Reso-
lutions on the state of the Union, and the duties of Govern-
ment to the Freedmen, report that the same ought to pass
with the following amendments.

TAPPAN WENTWORTH.
E. S. TOBEY.
WM. BRIGHAM.
JAMES HOWARD.

The undersigned does not agree with the foregoing /Report,
and reports that the House Resolutions ought to pass.

In Senate, March 29, 1860.

E. L. BARNEY.

Commonuicaltl) of iltassncljiiactts.
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[The Preamble and Resolves reported by the Committee of the Senate are
inclosed in brackets.]

RESOLUTIONS

On the state of the Union and the duties of Government to the
Freedmen.

[PREAMBLE.
Whereas , The rebellion has been overcome and suppressed by

the military power of the Union, it now remains the right and
duty of the general government to exercise its military author-
ity over the states lately in rebellion, and to determine the
time when, the methods through which, and the conditions upon
which, they may be restored to their legitimate places and
privileges in that Union which they have endeavored, by force
and usurpation to destroy. Therefore,]

•

\

1. Resolved , That the rebel states should be held in abeyance,
and should not be permitted to join in the management of
national affairs through representatives in congress, until the
people of said states shall, by fundamental enactments and
otherwise, manifest a loyal spirit of submission to the authority
and constitution of the United States, and give such guarantees
as congress may deem sufficient to render it safe and prudent
to permit them to again resume the functions and privileges
which they voluntarily surrendered by their rebellion and war;
and in these matters the right of determination rests with
congress.

(ftommonuwflltl) of ittassadjusctto.
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Amend the first Resolve by striking out the words “ should
be held in abeyance, and ”

2. Resolved, That we tender our thanks to the senators and
representatives of Massachusetts at Washington, for their firm-
ness hitherto in maintaining these principles, and for their
resistance to all attempts to place in the halls of congress dis-
loyal men, or the representatives of disloyal constituencies, to
the peril of the national credit, and at the imminent risk of
losing by legislation all that we have gained by successful war.
And we expect them to maintain this position in the future, and
to the last.

Strike out the second Resolve, and insert,—

[Resolved, That we approve the conduct of our senators
and representatives in resisting all attempts to place in the
halls of congress disloyal men, or the representatives of
disloyal constituencies, to the peril of the national credit, and
the risk of losing, by legislation, all that has been gained by
successful war. And we expect them to maintain this position
in the future, and to the last.]

3. Resolved, That while thus expressing our confidence in our
senatorial and representative delegations in congress, and the
determination of the people to stand by them, we are also
impelled to take notice of the recent charges made, by name,
against one of the senators of this state, Hon. Charles Sumner,
in the lately published speech of the president of the United
States, and to declare that the language used and the charges
made by the president, are unbecoming the elevated station
occupied by him, an unjust reflection upon Massachusetts, and
without the shadow of justification or defence founded upon
the private or public record of our eminent senator.

Strike out the third Resolve, and insert,—

[.Resolved, That a recent event compels us to declare our
entire confidence in the integrity, loyalty and patriotism of
Hon. Charles Sumner : that the record of his political life is
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a sure guarantee of the honesty and purity of his intentions,
and the measures proposed, and the efforts made by him to
adjust the complex questions arising out of our national
difficulties, are entitled to the consideration and respect of the
nation.]

4. Resolved, That the enlightened judgment of mankind will
hold not only the government, but the people of the United
States, to the fulfilment, to the uttermost, in letter and in spirit,
of the promises solemnly made to the freedmen; and any failure
to sustain them would inflict a stain upon .our national charac-
ter, which would debase us among the nations, and subject us
to the contempt of our contemporaides and of posterity.

Strike out the fourth Resolve, and insert,-—

\Resolved, That the judgment of mankind will hold the
government and people of the United States to the observance,
in letter and spirit, of the promises solemnly made to the
freedmen ; and a failure to fulfil them will inflict an indelible
stain upon our national character, dishonoring us among
nations and subjecting us to the just censure of contemporaries
and posterity.]

5. Resolved, That his excellency the governor be requested to
transmit a copy of these resolutions to our senators and
representatives in congress.


