
SENATE No. 265.

AN ACT

To Equalize the Bounties of our Soldiers.

[House 358, amended.]

Be it enacted by the ■ Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. There shall be paid to each and every
2 soldier, excepting those who served as substitutes,
3 who, as a part of the quota of the Commonwealth,
I has been heretofore duly mustered into the service of
5 the United States, during the war for. the suppression
6 of the rebellion, and has received or may receive an
7 honorable discharge from service, the sum of nine

(Hommomumltl) of iflasoadjitsetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Six.
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8 dollars per month for each and every month of his
9 whole service up to the date of his final discharge:

10 provided , however, that in calculating the amount to
11 be paid to each soldier, deduction shall be made for
12 any and all payments of bounty or pay heretofore
13 made or agreed to be made to him by this Common-
-14 wealth, or which has been made to him by any city
15 or town and reimbursed to said city or town by the
16 Commonwealth, under the provisions of chapter two
17 hundred and eighteen of the laws of the year eighteen
18 hundred and sixty-three; and that when any soldier
19 has received a commission, he shall receive pay under
20 this act only for the time he served as a private soldier
21 or non-commissioned officer.

1 Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the adjutant-
-2 general, under such rules and regulations as may be
3 prescribed or approved by the governor and council,
4 to receive the evidence of claims under the provi-
-5 sions of this act, and to examine and decide upon the
6 same, subject to the approval of the governor. He
7 shall also prescribe and prepare such blank forms of
8 affidavits, certificates and other papers as may be
9 deemed necessary and proper to prevent frauds in the

10 administration of this act, as the governor may direct,
11 and shall require the applicants to make use of such
12 forms and to conform to all reasonable rules and regu-
-13 lations in presenting their claims, to the end that no
14 frauds shall be committed. And when, upon examina-
-15 tion of the required evidence and vouchers, any one
16 shall be found to be entitled to receive the payment
17 provided for in the first section of this act, he shall
18 receive a certificate to that effect from the adjutant-
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19 general, in such form as may be prescribed by him,
20 with the approval of the governor and council, which
21 certificate, upon being presented to the treasurer of
22 the Commonwealth, shall entitle him to receive from
23 the treasurer a negotiable certificate of indebtedness,
24 signed by the- treasurer in behalf of the Common-
-25 wealth, and in such form as the treasurer may pre-
-26 scribe, said certificate to be on interest at six per
27 cent, and if for more than one hundred dollars, pay-
-28 able in five years, and for one hundred dollars and all
29 less sums, in three years : provided, however , that the
30 treasurer of the Commonwealth, under the direction
31 of the governor and council, and with their consent,
32 may borrow, from individuals or institutions, such
33 sums of money from time to time as may be necessary
34 to carry out the provisions of this act in whole or in
35 part, if it shall be deemed advisable, to do so ; and if
36 any money shall be thus borrowed, the treasurer shall
37 pay the same in carrying out the provisions of this
38 act, instead of issuing certificates of indebtedness as
39 heretofore provided, or in redeeming any certificates
40 which he may have issued.

1 Sect. 3. Before the adjutant-general proceeds to
2 issue certificates, as provided for in the second sec-
-3 tion of this act, he shall make out a carefully
4 prepared roll or rolls of all who may appear to be
5 entitled to the benefits of this act, with the amount
6 in each case, and all proper deductions ; and said
7 roll or rolls shall then be submitted to a committee
8 of the council, to be appointed by the governor, for
9 examination and correction ; and said committee of

10 the council shall, after a full investigation, consulting
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11 all proper sources of information, make such correc-
-12 tion in said roll or rolls as they may find necessary
13 and proper, and approve the same as corrected ; and
14 shall also make a careful estimate of the probable
15 cost of carrying out the provisions of this act. And
16 if the estimate thus prepared shall exceed the sum
17 of four and a half millions of dollars they shall
18 certify the same to the governor and council, adju-
-19 tant-general, auditor and treasurer; and the adjutant-
-20 general shall cause a copy of the roll or rolls, as
21 corrected, to be deposited with the auditor, and also a
22 copy with the treasurer, before proceeding to issue
23 certificates under the provisions of the second section
24 of this act. And if the estimate by said committee
25 of the cost of carrying out the provisions of this act
26 shall exceed the sum of four and a half millions of
27 dollars and shall not exceed five millions, the adjutant-
-28 general shall deduct a pro rata amount from each cer-
-29 tificate so as to reduce the whole amount of cost to
30 four and a half millions of dollars. And if the esti-
-31 mate of said committee shall exceed the amount of
32 five millions of dollars, the adjutant-general shall not
33 proceed to carry out the provisions of this act or issue
34 any certificates until authorized so to do by further
35 legislation.

1 Sect. 4. Any soldier who has bartered, sold,
2 assigned, transferred, loaned, exchanged, pledged or

3 given away his final discharge papers, shall not be
4 entitled to receive any pay under the provisions of
,5 this act; and before payment is made to any soldier,
6 he shall be required to make oath or affirmation that
7 his discharge papers have not been so bartered, sold,
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8 assigned, transferred, loaned, exchanged, pledged or
9 given away. This additional payment shall be made

10 directly to the soldier entitled to the same, or to his
11 immediate agent or attorney, specially authorized in
12 writing; and before any payment shall be made to
13 any agent or attorney, said agent or attorney shall be
14 required to make oath that he does not hold the
15 discharge papers of his principal, or receive the
16 certificate of indebtedness by reasqn of any pledge,
17 transfer or assignment, directly or indirectly, but for
18 the sole use and benefit of his principal; and the
19 certificate of indebtedness issued by the treasurer
20 shall be made payable to the soldier or his order, in
21 all cases, and not to any agent or attorney.

1 Sect. 5. additional payment shall not be
2 made to any soldier who has ever deserted from the
3 service, nor to any soldier who was a prisoner of war
4 at the time of his enlistment, nor to any soldier who
5 has been discharged before the expiration of his term
6of service.at his own request, or at the request of
7 parents, guardians or other persons, on account of
8 minority or for any personal reason, except disability
9 contracted in the service: provided, however, that if

10 any private soldier or non-commissioned officer has
11 been discharged to be promoted in another regiment,
12 or has at any time received a commission, he shall be
13 entitled to the pay provided in the first section so
14 long as he served as a private soldier or non-commis-
-15 sioned officer.

1 Sect. 6. If any private soldier or non-commis-
-2 sioned officer has died while, in the service, or while
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3 a prisoner in the hands of the enemy, or since
4 obtaining an honorable discharge, the amount to
5 which he would have been entitled, if alive, shall be
6 paid to such of the following persons as he has left,
7 or may leave, surviving him, and in the order follow-
-8 ing, and to no other person, to wit: First, his widow;
9 second, if he has left or may leave no widow, to his

10 children, share and share alike; if he has left or may
11 leave neither widow nor children, then to the follow-
-12 ing persons, in the following order, provided they
13 were at the time of his death residents of this Com-
-14 monwealth, to wit: First, to his father; second, to
15 his mother; third, to his brothers and sisters, share
16 and share alike.

1 Sect. 7. The governor and council shall cause to
2 be prepared a medal, with suitable and proper device,
3 commemorative of the honorable services of such of
4 the volunteer soldiers of Massachusetts, as enlisted in
5 the service of the United States and received no state
6 bounty; which medal shall be, in the name of the
7 Commonwealth, presented to such of said volunteers
8 as shall prefer to accept the same in lieu of any
9 compensation or bounty provided in this act.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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House op Representatives, May 4, 1866.
Passed to be engrossed.

Sent up for concurrence.
W. S. Robinson, Clerk.


