
SENATE No. 295.

The Committee on the Hoosac Tunnel and the Troy and Green-
field Railroad, to whom was committed the Petition of Charles
G. Coring and others, and Asahel Huntington and others,
asking for an investigation respecting the Hoosac Tunnel
before committing the State to further expenditures ; that the
hearing might be public; and that engineers and experts may
attend, so that the conclusions reached may command the
confidence of the people,

That the Committee gave public notice, through the news-
papers, and special notice by letter, to the first petitioner on each
of the petitions, that they would be ready to hear the parties on
the 11th day of April, 1866, at which time they held their
first meeting to consider the prayer ot the petitioners.

Mr. Huntington appeared and asked for delay on the ground
that he was not well informed upon the subject, and expected
that some person representing the petition of Mr. Coring would

be present and take the loading part in the investigation.
Mr. F. W. Bird also stated to the Committee that he had

seen several merchants of Boston who desired a hearing, and
he had understood that an attempt had been made to procure

the services of Hon. John H. Clifford to appear as counsel for
the petitioners, but owing to reasons personal to Mr. Clifford
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he had not at that time been engaged. At the same time Mr.
Herman Haupt presented to the Committee a statement in
relation to the inquiry proposed by the petitioners.

To give time for the petitioners to prepare themselves for the
investigation, the Committee adjourned to April 16,1866, when
they again met. At this meeting Mr. Huntington again
appeared and stated that he did not propose to enter upon any
examination of the question referred to in his petition ; that
he was unacquainted with the subject; but would leave the
whole matter in the hands of the Committee and withdraw from
the case. No other person appeared to represent the other
petition, and the Committee again adjourned, to meet on the
18th day of April, 1866.

Notices of these adjournments, it is believed, were inserted
in the newspapers in the city.

On the 18th of April the Committee met according to its
adjournment, when no one appeared to represent the petitioners
or demand an investigation, as set forth in the petitions. Mr.
E. H. Derby was present at this meeting, and expressed a
willingness to advocate the propriety of continuing the enter-
prise. But as no objections had been stated orally to the pros-
ecution of the work, the Committee decided not to hear him. -

The statement of Mr. Haupt has been printed by the order of
the House, and the Senate has ordered the printing of a com-
munication from the Commissioners to whom Mr. Haupt’s
statement was submitted.

The Committee therefore recommend that the petitioners
have leave to withdraw.

TAPPAN WENTWORTH, Chairman.


