
SENATE No. 31T.

Secretary’s Department
Boston, May 29, 1866. j

To the Honorable ike Senate and the House of Representatives.

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the information of
the two branches of the general court, a of the letter of
Benjamin F. Butler, esquire, in response to a communication
from this department informing him of his election to the office
of major-general of the militia of the Commonwealth.

Very respectfully,

OLIVER WARNER,

(Jlommcmujcaltl} of iUassarljusctts.

Secretary of the Commonwealth.



2 [May,LETTER OF BENJAMIN P. BUTLER.

Lowell, Mass., May 28, 1866.

Oliver Warner, Esq., Secretary of the Commonwealth.

Sib,—Your official notification that “ I had been duly chosen
by the concurrent votes of the two branches of the general
court, to be major-general of the militiaof the Commonwealth ”

is acknowledged.
I have the honor to transmit through you to the two branches

my acceptance of the position, with my most grateful apprecia-
tion of their trust and confidence.

In their legislation to secure an early re-organization of the
militia, I recognize the wisest foresight and prudence. By the
theory of the frame of government of our fathers, “ a well
regulated militiaTs necessary to the security of a free State.”
By the action of Massachusetts at the beginning of the rebellion
that theory culminated into fact.

At the opportune moment, by the wisdom of her legislation
in providing for and sustaining her militia organization, by the
energy and patriotism of her governor,—by the prompt read-
iness of her citizen-soldiers, —two of her regiments were thrown
into Fortress Monroe, and two into the Capital, and its
approaches at Annapolis, with more celerity than four com-
panies of regulars were moved an equal distance under the
command of the general of the armies of the United States.
Thus was saved to the Union its strongest fortress and its
capital,—is it too much to say the nation itself?

No effort to put the militia of the Commonwealth in a like
state of readiness should be spared.

Unless wisdom, patriotism and statesmanship in the national
councils shall establish to all men justice, equality of rights,
equality of protection, equality of power under the government,
as the result for which we have just fought, it may be that in
the present.future the soldiers of the Commonwealth will be
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required to march, to sustain the integrity and insure the safety
of the Union. In such event that it shall not be the fault of
the major-general, if the militia of Massachusetts do not start
at the word, I accept the office.

Most respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

BENJ. F. BUTLER.




