
HOUSE.. ..No. 104.

Executive Department Boston, ]

February 20, 1862. j

To the Honorable, the House of Representatives :

I had the honor to receive the Order of the House of the 80th
day of January, requesting me “ to furnish to the House all
bills which have been paid out of the treasury of the Common-
wealth on account of the Reform School at Westborough, the
School-ship connected with the same, the Industrial School at
Lancaster, and the Board ofEducation, during the two years
last past.”

Owing to the statutory provisions relating to the three institu-
tions first named, they are governed eacli by laws peculiar to
itself, each having a treasurer to whom the appropriations made
by the authority of the General Court are paid from time to
time, in such sums and proportions as may be necessary; and
these appropriations are disbursed under the direction, control,
and supervision of the respective Boards of Trustees of these
institutions, by whom also the accounts of their disbursing
officers are by law audited.

The bills which I am requested by the House to furnish, were
not therefore within the immediate control of this Department,
nor were they “ paid out of the treasury,” in the sense in which
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the proper expenses of the Commonwealth are paid therefrom ;

but they were paid out of the respective treasuries of the insti-
tutions themselves, which treasuries are periodically replenished
out of that of the Commonwealth.

In order, however, to enable the Honorable House, through
any of its members or committees, to examine the original
vouchers for the expenditures of these institutions during the
two years covered by the Order of January 30th, I requested
their treasurers to place them in my hands for the use of the
House ; and I have the honor to inform the House that they are
now deposited in the custody of the Auditor of the Common-
wealth, for that purpose.

Of the appropriations made for educational purposes, those
in aid of the American Institute of Instruction, the Massachu-
setts Teachers’ Association, and Teachers’ County Associations,
are paid, as bounty, directly to the treasurers of those associations;
the appropriation for Teachers’ Institutes is paid to the Secretary
of the Board of Education, and by him disbursed as necessity
requires; and the appropriations for the support of Normal
Schools, for aid to attendants of Normal Schools, and for the
support of State Scholarships, are paid to the Treasurer of the
Board of Education, who, under the direction of said Board, is
charged with their disbursement.

For other educational disbursements accruing under appropri-
ations,—for the Secretary’s expenses, the members’ travelling
expenses, for the Agent of the Board, and the incidentals of the
Board,—vouchers are on file in the Auditor’s Department,
subject to examination by the House.

In reply to a communication which I transmitted to the
Treasurer of the Board, covering a copy of the Order of the
House, he has forwarded to me chronological accounts of all his
disbursements during the last two years, together with the
vouchers, as reported by him to the Board, and approved by
their committee, which accounts and vouchers I have deposited
in the custody of the State Auditor, in the like manner, and for
the same purposes as the vouchers and accounts of the
treasurers of the institutions first mentioned.

JOHN A. ANDREW.


