
HOUSE.....No. 109.

Executive Department, Boston, )

February 21, 1862. j

To the Honorable the House of Representatives

I have the honor to transmit to the House copies of certain
correspondence between the Adjutant-General of this Common-
wealth, and Major Strong, Assistant Adjutant-General on the
staff of Major-General B. P. Butler, of the United States
Volunteers, commanding the Department of New England, in
November last, relating to the disposition to be made of the
28th Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, (being the
same regiment assigned by me to General Butler, with his
assent, under date of October 5,) incidentally bearing upon the
recruitment of troops concerning which information was asked
by the Order of the House, of the thirteenth day of January.

The existence of this correspondence was not known to the
gentleman to whom the task was intrusted of searching the
files of this Department for the material required in order to
comply with the request of the House ; and it was overlooked
by my own inadvertence in not informing him thereof. The
fact of such correspondence had been known to myself per-
sonally, though not to him. The copies sent to the House, up
to the date of the Order of the House, had been already pre-
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pared and arranged chronologically for my own convenience,
and were transmitted to the House without re-copying.

A letter of Mr. Charles Everett to myself, replied to by the
Adjutant-General, is, with the reply, transmitted herewith.
They relate directly to the subject of the Order of the House,
but both being on the files of the Adjutant-General, and not
upon my own, were likewise omitted.

The absence of the Adjutant-General and of myself, on duty
elsewhere, and the delays incidental to careful searches for
documents in both offices, have delayed the earlier transmission
of these documents ; but I trust that the want of them has
occasioned no inconvenience to the honorable House.

I beg leave to remark that I have received many communi-
cations in writing from soldiers in the bodies of troops, since
organized into the 30th and 31st Regiments of Massachusetts
Volunteer Infantry, which, by a liberal construction of the
Order of the House, would be included within its terms; but
while they tended to illustrate my own duties and to influence
my performance of them, I have felt bound, for controlling
reasons, to regard them, as I do generally the letters of all our
soldiers addressed to myself, as entitled to the protection of
strict confidence.

I desire to add that I find that by clerical error the name of
one of the gentlemen who united in commending to me Colonel
Wyman, as mentioned in a letter addressed by me to Major-
General B. F. Butler, on January sixth, is omitted in the copy
furnished of that document. It is that of Colonel Charles
Amory, than which no other was more influential upon my mind
in respect to the matter in reference to which it was employed.

I believe that the annexed documents, with those heretofore
transmitted, include all which are properly responsive to the
Order of the House. Should any others be found, they also
will be transmitted.

JOHN A. ANDREW.
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Adjutant-General’s Office, Boston, >

November 7, 1861. j

General,—I am directed by the Governor of the Common-
wealth, to inform you that, in order to promote, hasten, and
help to the utmost your desire to raise six regiments in New
England, he has added the men enlisted in the 29th Regiment
of Massachusetts Volunteers to those of the 28th, and has now
therefore in the 28th Regiment the number of seven hundred
and fifteen men, according to this morning’s report, which
28th Regiment, with the 26th, is at your service, if desired.

But the Governor, who had been informed by you that you
would arm, uniform, and equip your regiments under some
direct authority from Washington, observes that the 28th Reg-
iment seems to have received no aid or attention at all from
your head-quarters; and he is desirous of being immediately
informed whether you do or do not consider these regiments as
forming, and whether you do or do not desire them to form a
part of your command.

It is important that the Governor should know at once what
is your wish in this respect, in order to their proper disposition
without delay.

If you prefer the one of those regiments without the other,
as he has understood you to indicate heretofore, he would be
glad to receive an explicit statement thereof, to-day if possible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WM. SCHOULER, Adjutant-General.

To Major-General Benj. P. Butler, Commanding Department
of New England:
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Head-Quarters, Department of New England, )

Boston, November 7, 1861. )

General William Schooler, Adjutant-General Slate of Mas-
sachusetts:

General,—I am directed by Major-General Butler, in reply
to your communication of this date, to state that the 28th
Regiment has not been taken in charge, at these head-quarters,
because His Excellency did not answer, specifically, his letter
of October 12th ; so that he was left uncertain of the determi-
nation of the Government of Massachusetts in regard to it.

Colonel Jones of the 26th, having been ordered to report to
General Butler, that regiment has been accepted by him as a
part of the force of his expeditionary corps.

As the State Government have undertaken the recruitment
of the 28th, General Butler supposes that it will be continued
by the State ; and he will be pleased to take the regiment, as
soon as it has been recruited to the maximum standard, pro-
vided it can be done by the Ist proximo.

General Butler would also have great pleasure in adding a
portion of those recruits, whom he now has, to that regiment,
so as to fill it up at once, if His Excellency would so far allow
him to indicate the organizations, that General Butler could be
just to those gentlemen who have recruited for him, with the
expectation of commanding the men they have raised—if found
otherwise qualified.

General Butler will make any sacrifice, to promote the service,
save to do injustice to those who have labored for it.

General Butler, will, at once, arm, uniform, and equip this
regiment, under this limitation ; as his authority requires him
to “ organize ” as well. But he will only ask an advisory
power in the organization.

I have the honor to be, General,
Very respectfully, your oh’t serv’t,

GEO. C. STRONG, Assistant Adft-Gen.
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Adjutant-General’s Office, Boston, J
November 9, 1861. j

Major Geo. C. Strong, AssH Adft- General, Department of
New England:

Sir,—I was very much pleased with the interview I had
with you in relation to the 28th Regiment. I think the best
way to come to an understanding in relation to it is to put the
case in writing ; which I proceed to do.

Several weeks ago it was proposed to raise two Irish Regi-
ments, the 28th and 29th. The 28th was intended for General
Butler’s Division and the 29th for the Shields (Irish) Brigade.
It became apparent that the two regiments could not be filled
without a very long delay, and therefore His Excellency the
Governor decided to consolidate them. This was done with the
consent and approval of the officers of each. The men, 700 in
number, are now at Camp Cameron.

There are fifteen companies and parts of companies. I pro-
pose to make ten companies of them, and fill up the ranks of
each to the maximum standard, and I wish to know if General
Butler will furnish men for the purpose. If you prefer, I will
mass the men into eight companies and then have two full
companies sent from Camp Chase to complete the regiment.
General Butler can advise in regard to the officers.

It is important that the regiment be filled immediately and
properly officered. I am authorized to adjust all matters
relating to the regiment with General Butler and yourself.

I propose that the field and company officers be appointed
and the regiment filled up immediately. I will, if you desire
it, make out a complete roster, and you can lay it before
General Butler for examination and approval. I would be glad
to have him name persons whom he would like appointed, if lie
has any in his mind.

His Excellency will leave for Now York Monday evening.
I wish to have these matters definitely settled, if possible,
before he leaves. An answer at your earliest convenience will
greatly oblige

Yours, very respectfully,
WILLIAM SCHOULER, Adjutant-General.
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Head-Quarters, Department of New England, )

Boston, November 11, 1861. [

General,—It will be quite satisfactory to make the arrange-
ment proposed, viz.: to make eight companies of the fifteen
skeleton companies you mention, and to add two companies
from Camp Chase as soon as they are full, with the list of
officers accompanying them to be designated by General Butler.
This to be upon the understanding that the 28th Regiment is
to be a part of the expeditionary corps soon to sail, and not a
portion of the troops to be raised by General Butler under
order of September 10th, 1861; General Butler desiring to fill
up the regiments destined for this purpose, as soon as possible,
besides those that he is recruiting.

Two regiments and two batteries will sail in the coming
week, and General Butler desires to have two more ready in
fifteen days thereafter. This arrangement in regard to the 28th
Regiment is designed to be made wholly independently of the
unhappy and unfortunate difference of opinion which has arisen
between His Excellency the Governor and General Butler
(which the latter much regrets) upon the right of recruitment,
on the part of the United States Government in Massachusetts.

General Butler would be happy to examine the roster as
pi’oposed, and the recommendations of General Bullock.
Should the list not be perfectly satisfactory to General Butler
he will send you his recommendations as you desire. From his
acquaintance with Colonel Monteith, General Butler is much
pleased with him.

General Butler would be glad to know whether the State will
continue its equipment of the 28th.

I am, General, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

GEO. C. STRONG, Assistant Adft-Gen.

General William Schouler, Adjutant- General State of Mas-
sachusetts :
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Adjutant-Geneual’s Office, Boston, 7
November 11, 1861. j

Maj. George C. Strong, Assistant Adjutant-General, Depart-
ment of New England: —

Sir,—Yours of date is received in relation to the 28th "Regi-
ment. The fact which I wish to ascertain is this: “ Will
General Butler accept of the 28th Regiment ? ” In your letter
he accepts it with the following stipulation : “On the express
understanding that the 28th Regiment is to he a part of the
expeditionary corps soon to sail, and not a portion of the troops
to be raised by General Butler under order of September 10,
1861.”

This acceptance is not satisfactory. If General Butler
accepts the 28th Regiment for his Division, it must be as one
of the two regiments raised by Massachusetts as her quota of
the six which were to be raised for his Division in New
England; and I wish to he informed as soon as possible
whether General Butler will accept the 28th with this under-
standing.

The other propositions in your letter are satisfactory.

Respectfully yours,
WILLIAM SCIIOULER, Adjutant-General.

Head-Quarters Department of New England, 1
Boston, November 11, 1861. 3

Adjutant-General Schoulee :
Sir,—If the Governor will authorize two regiments, the 28th

and 29th, to be organized by General Butler, with a veto power
upon General Butler’s selection of improper persons as officers,
General Butler will accept the 28th as one of them. This is
in answer to a communication of to-day to the Assistant
Adjutant-General, who is absent.

Very respectfully, &c.,
JOSEPH M. BELL,

Acting Aid-de-Camp to Major-General Butler.
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Adjutant-General’s Office, Boston,)
November 11, 1861. )

To Joseph M. Bell, Esq., Acting Aid-de-Camp to Major-
General Butler:—

Sir,—Your letter of this date has been received. The
proposition is respectfully declined.

Your obedient servant,
WILLIAM SCHOULER, Adjutant-General.

Boston, November 9, 1861.
To His Excellency John A. Andrew:

Sir,—My present object is to state that I am desirous of form-
ing a “ Rocket Battalion,” to be attached to General Butler’s
Division, and to request from you the proper authorization to
recruit two companies in this State.

I would state that the “ War Rocket,” as an arm, has been
lately introduced into the service by General McClellan, and
that General Butler is willing to receive the battalion, with
mvself as its commander.

Allow me to request an early reply.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES EVERETT.

Present address, 22 Harvard Street.

Adjutant-General’s Office, Boston, )

November 11, 1861. j

Colonel Charles Everett, Boston :

Sir,—I am instructed to state as follows, in reply to yours of
the 9th inst., to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. If
you get a request or authority by telegraph or otherwise, His
Excellency will consent to your raising two companies, in
accordance with your request, to report to General Butler, and
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to be armed, equipped, uniformed and taken care of by him.
His Excellency is also satisfied to appoint you major of the bat-
talion, and would be likely to appoint such company officers as
you should recommend; that is to say, if he receives authority
from the War Department to raise the battalion.

But His Excellency states emphatically that the proposal he
made through me, in his letter of the Bth, must bo accepted ;

and General Butler must discontinue all other and outside
attempts to recruit.

Respectfully yours,

WM, SCHOULER, Adjutant-General.
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