
HOUSE.... No.No. 126.

House op Representatives, February 28, 1862.

Report of The Committee on the Militia.a, who are required by chapter
thirteenth of the General Statutes, in the month of Janu-
ary to visit the Arsenal at Cambridge, and make a thorough
examination into the condition of the same, of the arms and
munitions of war and other property of the State or General
Government, deposited there, and report the condition of the
arsenal and property,”

That they were unable, without neglecting other important
duties, to visit said arsenal in the month of January ; but,
accompanied by the Adjutant-General and the Master of Oid-

nance, they, on the twenty-sixth day of the present month,
made the visit and the examination required by said chapter.
Said arsenal is in a good condition.

A portion of the military property lias been sent out for
repairs. The remaining portion consists chiefly of ordnance,
artillery implements and equipments, small arms and appur-
tenances, tents and accoutrements.
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The few gun carriages and caissons now on hand appear to
be in good condition.

Some of the rifles and rifled muskets are new, and of an
excellent model; but many of the smooth bore muskets and
infantry and light infantry equipments, used by our soldiers in
camp in this State, were by them wantonly injured or ruined.
Others are in a very bad condition, and are unserviceable.

One 12-pounder and three 6-pounders (brass pieces) are
now at said arsenal, one of which (a 6-pounder) is not named
in the report of the present Master of Ordnance, he having no
knowledge of its existence when he submitted his report, no
record thereof appearing in the books of his department. It
had been loaned to an individual, for use in experimenting
with newly invented “projectiles The bursting of a “ shell”
in the first named piece, while loaned for the use aforesaid,
has rendered the same entirely unserviceable in the field.

The tents, (excepting a number sufficient to encamp, per-
haps fifteen hundred men,) are badly damaged, and are com-
paratively worthless above their value as paper rags.

For the Committee,

R. I. BURBANK.


