
HOUSE.... No. 239.

House op Representatives, April 7,1862.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
Order relative to proceedings in Civil Actions before Justices of
the Peace, in case of the death or other disability of the Justice,
have considered the subject, and report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

AMASA NORCROSS.
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AN ACT
Concerning Civil Actions before Justices of the Peace.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same,

as follows :

1 Sect. 1. When a justice of the peace before whom
2 any civil action has been commenced dies after the
3 service of the writ, either by attachment of property
4 or by a service on any defendant therein named, the
5 plaintiff may enter the action before any other justice
6 of the peace for the same county, who may proceed in
7 the case as if the writ had been originally issued with
8 his signature, except as hereinafter provided.

1 Sect. 2. When a justice of the peace before whom
2 any civil action has been entered and is pending
3 dies before the final judgment in the case has been
4 rendered by him, any other justice of the peace in the
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5 same county may, upon the application of any one of
6 the parties to the action, cause the papers in the case

7 to be brought and entered before him, and he may
8 thereupon proceed in the action in the same manner

9 as if it had been originally entered before him, except
10 as hereinafter provided.

1 Sect. 3. Whenever an action shall be entered as

2 provided in the first section, or when the papers
3 in the case are brought and entered as provided in
4 the second section, the justice of the peace before
5 whom the case is so entered shall issue notice to the
6 other party or parties to the action, that they may
7 appear before him, which notice shall be served or
8 published as he may order; and no proceedings shall
9 be had in the case until such notice has been given as

10 shall be ordered in the case.
/

1 Sect. 4. The justice before whom any civil action
2 shall be entered as before provided, shall have all the
3 powers given in the thirtieth section of the one hun-
-4 dred and twentieth chapter of the General Statutes
5 to compel the production before him of the papers in
6 any case arising under the second section.




