
HOUSE.... No. 269.

House of Representatives, April 11,1862.

The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom was
referred the Order relative to the Lunatic State Paupers, beg
leave to submit the following

The Committee, while making their visit of inspection to the
several almshouses and insane asylums, have kept particularly
in view the requirements of the Order referred to them.

The provision for the proper care and treatment of the State
pauper lunatics in the most economical manner, has for many
years been one of the vexed questions of legislation. Many
able reports have been made and much valuable information
elicited, from year to year, by committees on public charitable
institutions and other committees charged with investigations
in reference to the foreign or State pauper lunatics, and have
been published among the public documents of the State.

Many recommendations have been made by these committees
during the last eight or ton years, and yet no definite plan has
been adopted. In the mean time, the number of foreign insane
paupers has been steadily increasing, and the difficulties con-
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nected with their management in the various institutions have
increased in like proportion. The insane have been crowded
into almshouses and insane hospitals and other institutions,
doing injustice to the foreign insane as well as to the proper
inmates of the institutions in which they have been placed.

It would seem that some separate provision should be made
for the State pauper Itinatics as a class by themselves. The
almshouses are now crowded with their own legitimate
inmates, and will not allow of the transfer of any considerable
number of the lunatics, for the want of room, even if there
were no other objection to such a transfer. But should it be
decided to crowd to a still greater degree the almshouses, and
remove the inoffensive and incurable from the insane hospitals
to the almshouses, leaving the furious and incurable, excitable
and destructive, in the asylums, the charge for the care of the
latter must be considerably enhanced. It is by averaging the
expense of caring for the furious and excitable with the mild
and inoffensive, that the asylums are able to provide for both
classes at the low rate which is now charged.

The superintendents of the insane hospitals unanimously
inform the Committee that theprice forboard must be increased
if the change is made. It is apparent, therefore, that nothing
is to be gained, in a pecuniary point of view, by the proposed
removal; besides, the two sane and insane in the almshouses
act injuriously on each other when allowed free communication.
Such is .the arrangement of the almshouse buildings, the two
classes cannot be separated ; the insane are disturbed, excited,
and made violent by the remarks and impertinent questions of
the sane, when they otherwise would have remained peaceable,
while the discipline of the sane is being much embarrassed by
the contact and presence of the two classes.

The Committee cannot think it advisable to recommend any
change in the internal arrangements in the almshouse buildings,
as their construction is such as to render it impracticable to

make such alterations in them as to accommodate the insane
separate from the other inmates.

For these reasons the Committee cannot recommend the

transfer of the State pauper lunatics, who are inoffensive, and
supposed to be beyond all medical skill, to the almshouses.
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The question then arises, What change can be made to secure
the safety and good care of the State pauper lunatics, and also
to reduce the yearly increasing expense for their care and
support ?

Two propositions present themselves to the Committee.
First. To erect a hospital for the insane on the premises of

one of the State almshouses, separate from the present buildings.
Second. To transfer all the properly insane to one of the

present established insane hospitals, and make the same a State
pauper lunatic hospital, to which all State pauper lunatics may
be sent and cared for.

As to the first proposition, competent mechanics have reported
that a fire-proof brick building, suitable to accommodate two
hundred of the demented insane, can be erected for about ten
thousand dollars. This arrangement would relieve the alms-
houses, but is far from meeting the exigencies of the case, as
these buildings would be able to receive but very few from the
insane asylums.

It is the opinion of the Committee that more ample provision
should be made than can be by the erection of the proposed
building on the almshouse premises.

The second proposition, to make one of the present Insane
Hospitals exclusively a State Pauper Lunatic Hospital, is
received with more favor by the Committee, and they would
recommend that the Taunton Hospital be selected as the State
Pauper Lunatic Hospital. This institution, for a comparatively
small expense, can be made to accommodate about seven hun-
dred patients.

There are now about eight hundred State pauper lunatics in
the various institutions in the State. Seventy of these are soon
to be removed from the Commonwealth by the Alien Commis-
sioners. The hospital at Taunton will be able to receive nearly
the whole of this number, leaving but few to be accommo-
dated elsewhere.

Taunton is easy of access from Boston, and eastern, middle
and southern large manufacturing towns and cities, and is not
far from the centre of the population from which the larger
portion of the State pauper lunatics are sent.

To this institution the State pauper lunatics can be trans-
ferred from Worcester and Northampton, and their places filled
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in the latter asylums by the paying patients from Taunton and
elsewhere, to the mutual benefit of these institutions.

By this arrangement, it is believed that the expense for the
care of the pauper insane will be greatly diminished. Upon
inquiry, we are fully convinced that by the placing of the insane
paupers in one institution, the style of living may be brought
down to the almshouse level, without any detriment to the
patients. At the Insane Hospitals, as now conducted, both
classes, the paying and the pauper patients, occupy the same
wards and the same table, in common. When the two classes
are thus mingled together, the style, manner and kind of living,
must be made to conform to that to which the paying class have
been accustomed before coming to the Hospital.

At a Pauper Hospital, much of this expense can be dispensed
with, without any injury to the real wants of its inmates. Com-
forts and luxuries are now provided for the paupers at the
Insane Hospitals, which, in their best state, the foreign insane
paupers have never known and cannot appreciate, and which
are not called for in their medical treatment. All that is
necessary for their real wants and comfort will be provided.
They will have the same medical treatment as at the other
hospitals; kind, experienced and careful attendants ; plain and
wholesome food ; in fine, every thing that is necessary for their
improvement and well being.

It is confidently believed that, by this arrangement, much
may be saved to the State.

The Committee therefore recommend the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

ANSON HOOKER.



52.] HOUSE—No. 269.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The state lunatic hospital at Taunton
2 shall be hereafter, as far as practicable, the hospital
3 for state lunatic paupers.

1 Sect. 2. The governor is hereby requested to
2 cause, as far as practicable, all state lunatic paupers
3 who now are or may hereafter be confined in the state
4 lunatic hospitals at Worcester and Northampton, to
5 be removed to the state lunatic hospital at Taunton ;

6 and likewise to cause all lunatics in the hospital at
7 Taunton who are not state paupers, to be removed to
8 one of the other two hospitals.

Commoiuucaltl) of ittaooadjuoetto.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Two.

AN ACT
Relative to State Lunatic Hospitals.
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1 Sect. 3. The several officers authorized to commit
2 lunatics to the several state lunatic hospitals, shall
3 hereafter commit all lunatics supposed to be state
4 paupers, and none others, to the hospital at Taunton.


